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Foreword for language teachers

The Easy Learning French Grammar ¢ Practice is designed to be used with both youngand adult
learners,asagroup revision and practice book to complementyour course book during
classes, orasarecommended text for self-study and homework/coursework.

The text specifically targets learners fromab initio to intermediate or GCSE level, and
thereforeits structural contentand vocabulary have been matched to the relevant
specificationsuptoandincluding Higher GCSE.

Theapproach aimstodevelop knowledge and understanding of grammarand your learners’
ability toapply it by:
e defining parts of speech at the start of each major section with examplesin English
to clarify concepts

e minimizing the use of grammarterminology and providing clear explanations of
terms bothwithinthe textandinthe Glossary

e illustratingall points with examples (and their translations) based on topics and
contexts which arerelevant to beginnerand intermediate course content

e providing exercises which allow learners to practice grammar points

Thetext helpsyou develop positiveattitudestogrammarlearning inyour classes by:

e giving clear, easy-to-follow explanations

e highlighting useful Tips to deal with common difficulties

e summarizing Key points at the end of sections to consolidatelearning
e illustrating Key points with practice examples



Introduction for students

Whetheryou are startingtolearn French forthevery first time, brushing up on topicsyou
have studied in class, orrevising foryour GCSE exams, the Easy Learning French Grammar e
Practice is here to help.This easy-to-userevision and practice guide takes you through all the
basicsyou will need to speakand understand modern, everyday French.

Newcomers can sometimes struggle with the technical terms they come across when they
startto explorethe grammar of a new language.The Easy Learning French Grammar e Practice
explainshow to gettogripswithall the parts of speech you will need to know, using simple
language and cutting outjargon.

Thetextisdividedintosections, each dealingwith a particulararea ofgrammar. Each
sectioncanbestudied individually, as numerous cross-references in the text pointyou to
relevant pointsinothersections of the book forfurtherinformation.

Every majorsection begins with an explanation of thearea of grammar covered on the
following pages. For quick reference, these definitions arealso collected together on pages
viii-xii ina glossary of essential grammar terms.

Whatis averb?
Averb isa'doing word which describes what someone or something does, what
someoneorsomethingis, orwhat happenstothem, forexample, be, sing, live.

Each grammar pointinthetextisfollowed by simple examples of real French, complete
with English translations, to helpyou understand the rules. Underlining has been used in
examples throughout the text to highlight the grammatical point being explained.

» Ifyouaretalkingabouta part ofyourbody, you usually useaword like my or hisin English,
butinFrenchyou usually use the definitearticle.

Tourne la téte a gauche. Turnyour head to the left.
Il s’est cassé le bras. He's broken hisarm.
J’aimalalagorge. My throat hurts.

In French, as with any foreign language, there are certain pitfalls which have to be avoided.
Tips and Information notes throughout the text are useful reminders of the things that
oftentriplearnersup.

Ifyou areindoubtastowhichform ofyoutouse,itissafestto
use vous soyou will not offend anybody.

Key points sumup all the important factsabouta particulararea of grammar, to save you
timewhenvyouarerevising and help you focus on the main grammatical points.

Vi



KEY POINTS
v/ With masculine singular nouns use un.
v/ Withfeminine singular nouns use une.
v/ With plural nouns use des.
v/ un,uneanddes changetodeord’in negative sentences.
v/ Theindefinitearticleis not usually used when you say what jobs people
do, orin exclamations with quel.

After each Key pointyou canfind a number of exercises to help you practice all the important
grammatical points.You can find the answer to each exercise on pages 260-276.

Ifyou think you would like to continue with your French studies to a higherlevel, check out
the Grammar Extra sections.Theseare intended foradvanced students who are interested
inknowingalittlemoreabout the structures they will come across beyond GCSE.

Grammar Extral
If youwant to use an adjective after quelque chose, rien, quelgu’un and
personne, you link the words with de.

quelqu’und’important someoneimportant
quelque chose d’intéressant somethinginteresting
riend’'amusant nothing funny

Finally, the supplement atthe end of the book contains Verb Tables, where 21important
Frenchverbs (bothregularandirregular)aredeclined in full. Examples show you how to use
theseverbs inyourown work.

We hope that you will enjoy using the Easy Learning French Grammar ¢ Practice and find it
useful in the course of your studies.

Vi



Glossary of Grammar Terms

ABSTRACT NOUN a word used to refer
toaquality, idea, feeling or experience,
ratherthanaphysical object, for
example, size, reason, happiness.
Comparewith concrete noun.

ADJECTIVE a‘describing’ word that
tellsyou moreabouta personorthing,
suchastheirappearance, colour,size
orotherqualities, forexample, pretty,
blue, big.

ADVERB aword usually used with
verbs, adjectives orotheradverbs that
givesmore information about when,
where, how orin what circumstances
something happens, forexample,
quickly, happily, now.

AGREE (to) to change word endings
accordingtowhetheryouare referring
tomasculine, feminine, singularor
plural peopleorthings.

AGREEMENT changingword endings
accordingtowhetheryouare referring
tomasculine, feminine, singularor
plural peopleorthings.

APOSTROPHE S anending (‘'s)added
toanountoshowwho orwhat
someone or something belongsto, for
example, Danielle’s dog, the doctor’s wife,
the book’s cover.

ARTICLE awordlikethe, aandan,
whichisusedinfrontofanoun. See
also definite article, indefinite article
and partitive article.

AUXILIARY VERB averbsuch as be,
have and do when itisused with a
mainverb toform tensesand
questions.

BASE FORM theform oftheverb
withoutanyendingsaddedtoit, for
example, walk, have, be, go. Compare
with infinitive.

CARDINAL NUMBER a number used
incounting, forexample, one, seven,

Vil

ninety. Compare with ordinal number.

CLAUSE agroup of words containing
averb.

COMPARATIVE an adjective oradverb
with-erontheendofit, ormore orless
infrontofit, thatisusedtocompare
people, thingsoractions, forexample,
slower, less important, more carefully.

COMPOUND NOUN awordforaliving
being, thingoridea, which ismade up

oftwo or more words, for example, tin-
opener, railway station.

CONCRETE NOUN aword thatrefers
toanobjectyoucantouchwithyour
hand, ratherthantoaqualityoridea,
forexample, ball, map, apples. Compare
with abstract noun.

CONDITIONAL averbformusedto
talkaboutthingsthat would happen
orwould betrueundercertain
conditions, forexample, | would help
you if I could. Itisalso used to say what
youwouldlike orneed, forexample,
Could you give me the bill?

CONJUGATE (to) togiveaverb
differentendingsaccording to
whetheryou arereferringtol, you, they
andsoon,andaccording towhether
you arereferring to past, present or
future, forexample, I have, she has, he
had.

CONJUGATION a group of verbs which
have thesameendingsaseach otheror
changeaccordingtothe same pattern.

CONJUNCTION awordsuchasand,
because or but that links two words or
phrasesofasimilartype, ortwo parts
ofasentence, forexample, Diane and |
have been friends for years.; | left because |
was bored.

CONSONANT aletter of thealphabet
whichisnotavowel, forexample, b, f,
m,s,v.Comparewith vowel.



CONSTRUCTION anarrangement
of words togetherinaphraseor
sentence.

DEFINITE ARTICLE the wordthe.
Comparewithindefinite article.

DEMONSTRATIVE ADJECTIVE

one of thewords this, that, these
andthose used withanoun to point
outa particularpersonorthing, for
example, this woman, that dog.

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN one
of thewordsthis, that, these and those
used instead ofanounto pointout
peopleorthings, forexample, That
looks fun.

DIRECT OBJECT anoun referring
tothe personorthingaffected by
theactiondescribed by averb, for
example, She wrote her name.; | shut the
window. Compare with indirect object.

DIRECT OBJECT PRONOUN a word
such asme, him, us and themwhich
isused instead ofanountostandin
forthe person orthing mostdirectly
affected by theaction described by the
verb. Compare with indirect object
pronoun.

EMPHATIC PRONOUN aword used
instead ofa noun whenyou wantto
emphasize something, forexample,
Is this for me?; "'Who broke the window? -
‘He did.'Also called stressed pronoun.

ENDING aformaddedtoaverb, for
example, go—> goes, and to adjectives
and nounsdepending on whether they
referto masculine, feminine, singular
orpluralthings.

EXCLAMATION aword, phraseor
sentencethatyou usetoshowyouare
surprised, shocked, angryandsoon,
forexample, Wow!; How dare you!; What
asurprise!

FEMININE aform of noun, pronoun or
adjectivethatisusedtorefertoaliving
being, thingorideathatisnotclassed
asmasculine.

FUTURE averbtenseusedtotalk

aboutsomething thatwill happenor
will be true.

GENDER whetheranoun, pronoun
oradjectiveisfeminine or masculine.

IMPERATIVE theform ofaverbused
when giving ordersand instructions,
forexample, Shut the door!; Sit down!;
Don't go!

IMPERFECT oneoftheverb tenses
used totalkaboutthe past, especially
indescriptions,andto say whatwas
happeningorused to happen, for
example, | used to walk to school; It was
sunny at the weekend. Compare with
perfect.

IMPERSONALVERB onewhich does
not refertoareal personorthing,and
wherethesubjectisrepresented by
it,forexample, It's going to rain; It's 10
o'clock.

INDEFINITE ADJECTIVE one ofasmall
group of adjectives used to talkabout
peopleorthingsinageneral way,
without sayingwho orwhat theyare,
forexample, several, all, every.

INDEFINITE ARTICLE the wordsaand
an.Compare with definite article.

INDEFINITE PRONOUN asmallgroup
of pronouns such as everything, nobody
and something, which are used to refer
topeopleorthingsinageneral way,
without saying exactly who orwhat
theyare.

INDIRECT OBJECT anounusedwith
verbs that take two objects. Forexample,
inl gavethe carrot to the rabbit, the rabbit is
theindirectobjectand carrotisthedirect
object. Compare with direct object.

INDIRECT OBJECT PRONOUN whena
verb hastwo objects (adirectoneand
anindirectone), theindirect object
pronounisused instead ofanoun
toshow the personorthethingthe
actionisintended to benefitorharm,
forexample, mein He gave me a book
and Can you get me a towel? Compare
with direct object pronoun.



INDIRECT QUESTION used to tell
someone elseaboutaquestionand
introduced by averb such as ask, tell or
wonder, for example, He asked me what
the time was; | wonder who heis.

INFINITIVE the form of the verb withto
infrontofitandwithoutanyendings
added, forexample, to walk, to have, to
be, to go. Compare with base form.

INTERROGATIVE ADJECTIVE a
questionword used withanountoask
who?, what? or which? forexample, What
instruments do you play?; Which shoes do
you like?

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN one of
the words who, whose, whom, what and
which when they are used instead of
anountoaskquestions, forexample,
What's happening?; Who's coming?

INVARIABLE used todescribeaform
which does not change.

IRREGULAR VERB averb whose forms
donotfollow a general patternorthe
normal rules. Compare with regular
verb.

MASCULINE aform of noun, pronoun
oradjectivethatisusedtorefertoa
living being, thingorideathatisnot
classedasfeminine.

NEGATIVE a question orstatement
which containsaword such as not,
never or nothing, and is used to say that
somethingisnothappening,isnot
trueorisabsent, forexample,

| never eat meat,; Don't you love me?

NOUN a‘'naming wordforaliving
being, thingoridea, forexample,
woman, desk, happiness, Andrew.

NUMBER used to say how many
thingsyou arereferringto orwhere
something comesinasequence. See
also ordinal number and cardinal
number.

OBJECT anounorpronounwhich
referstoapersonorthingthatis
affected by the action described by
theverb. Comparewith direct object,

indirect object and subject.

OBJECT PRONOUN one of the set of
pronouns including me, himand them,
which are used instead of the noun
astheobjectofaverb orpreposition.
Compare with subject pronoun.

ORDINALNUMBER a number used
toindicatewhere something comes
inanorderorsequence, forexample,
first, fifth, sixteenth. Compare with
cardinal number.

PART OF SPEECH aword class,
forexample, noun, verb, adjective,
preposition, pronoun.

PARTITIVE ARTICLE the words some or
any, used toreferto partofathingbut
notall of it, forexample, Have you got
any money?; I'm going to buy some bread.

PASSIVE aform of theverbthatis used
when the subject oftheverbisthe
personorthingthatisaffected by the
action, forexample, we were told.

PAST PARTICIPLE a verb form which
isusedtoform perfectand pluperfect
tenses and passives, forexample,
watched, swum. Some past participles
arealsousedasadjectives, for
example, a broken watch.

PERFECT one of theverb tenses used
totalkaboutthe past, especially about
actionsthattook placeand were
completedinthe past. Compare with
imperfect.

PERSON one of the three classes: the
first person (I, we), the second person
(yousingularandyou plural),and the

third person (he, she, it and they).

PERSONAL PRONOUN oneofthe
group of words including|, you and they
which are used to refer to yourself, the
peopleyouaretalkingto, orthe people
orthingsyouaretalkingabout.

PLUPERFECT one oftheverb tenses
used todescribe something that had
happened orhadbeentrueatapoint
inthe past, forexample, | had forgotten
to finish my homework.



PLURAL theformofawordwhichis
used torefer to more than one person
orthing. Comparewith singular.

POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVE one of the
words my, your, his, her, its, our or their,
used withanountoshow thatone
personorthing belongstoanother.

POSSESSIVE PRONOUN one ofthe
words mine, yours, hers, his, ours or
theirs, used instead of a noun to show
thatone personorthing belongsto
another.

PREPOSITION isawordsuchas

at, for, with, into or from, which is
usually followed by a noun, pronoun
or,in English,aword endingin-ing.
Prepositions show how people
andthingsrelatetotherest ofthe
sentence, forexample, She's at home; a
tool for cutting grass; It's from David.

PRESENT averb form used to talk
aboutwhatistrueatthe moment,
what happensregularly,and what
ishappening now, forexample,I'ma
student; | travel to college by train; I'm
studying languages.

PRESENT PARTICIPLE a verb form
endingin-ingwhichisusedinEnglish
toformverb tenses,and which may

be used asanadjectiveoranoun, for
example, What are you doing?; the setting
sun; Swimming is easy!

PRONOUN awordwhichyou use
instead of anoun, whenyoudo not
need or wanttoname someone or
somethingdirectly, forexample, it, you,
none.

PROPER NOUN the name of a person,
place, organization orthing. Proper
nounsarealwayswrittenwitha
capital letter, forexample, Kevin,
Glasgow, Europe, London Eye.

QUESTION WORD a word such aswhy,
where, who, which or how which is used
toaskaquestion.

REFLEXIVE PRONOUN awordending
in -self or-selves, such as myself or

Xi

themselves, which refers back to the
subject, forexample,He hurt himself.;

Take care of yourself.

REFLEXIVE VERB averb where the
subjectand objectarethe same, and
where theaction reflects back’on the
subject.Areflexiveverbisused with
areflexive pronoun such as myself,
yourself, herself, forexample,

| washed myself.; He hurt himself.

REGULAR VERB averbwhoseforms
follow a general pattern orthe normal
rules. Comparewithirregularverb.

RELATIVE PRONOUN aword such
asthat, who or which, whenitis used
tolink two parts of a sentence
together.

SENTENCE a group of words which
usually hasaverbandasubject.In
writing, a sentence hasacapital
letteratthe beginningand afull stop,
question mark orexclamation mark at
theend.

SINGULAR theform of aword which
isusedtorefertoone personorthing.
Compare with plural.

STEM the main partofaverbtowhich
endings are added.

STRESSED PRONOUN a word used
instead ofa noun whenyou wantto
emphasize something, forexample, Is
this for me?; ‘Who broke the window?' - ‘He
did.’Also called emphatic pronoun.

SUBJECT thenouninasentenceor
phrasethatrefersto the personor
thing thatdoes theaction described
by theverborisinthestatedescribed
by theverb, forexample, My cat doesn't
drink milk. Compare with object.

SUBJECT PRONOUN aword such as

I, he, sheand they which carries out the
actiondescribed by the verb. Pronouns
stand infornounswhenitisclearwho
isbeingtalked about, forexample,

My brother isn’t here at the moment.

He'll be back in an hour. Compare with
object pronoun.



SUBJUNCTIVE a verbformusedin
certain circumstances to express some
sort of feeling, orto show doubtabout
whethersomething will happen or
whethersomethingistrue.Itisonly
used occasionally in modern English,
forexample, If | were you, | wouldn't
bother.; So be it.

SUPERLATIVE an adjective oradverb
with -eston the end of it or most or least
infrontofit, thatisusedtocompare
people, thingsoractions, forexample,
thinnest, most quickly, least interesting.

SYLLABLE a consonant+vowel unit
that makes upall or partofaword, for
example, ca-the-dral (3 syllables), im-po-
ssi-ble (4 syllables).

Xii

TENSE theformofaverbwhich shows
whetheryou are referring to the past,
presentorfuture.

VERB a‘'doing word which describes
what someone orsomething does,
what someone orsomethingis, or
what happens tothem, forexample,
be, sing, live.

VOWELoneofthelettersa, e, i, 00ru.
Compare with consonant.



Nouns

Whatis a noun?
Anounisa’naming wordforaliving being, thing oridea, forexample,
woman, happiness, Andrew.

Using nouns

» InFrench, allnounsare either masculine orfeminine. Thisis called their gender. Even words
forthings have a gender.

» Wheneveryou are usinganoun, you need to know whetheritis masculine orfeminineas
this affects the form of other words used with it, such as:
e adjectivesthatdescribeit
e articles(suchasleorune)thatgo beforeit
e pronouns(suchasilorelle)thatreplaceit

> Formoreinformation on Adjectives, Articles or Pronouns, see pages 32,14 and 55.

» Youcan find information about gender by looking the word up ina dictionary. When you
comeacrossanew noun, always learn the word forthe ora that goes with it to help you
rememberits gender.

e leorunbeforeanountellsyouitis masculine
e laorunebeforeanountellsyouitisfeminine

» Werefertosomethingas singular when we are talking about just one of them, and as
plural when we are talking about more than one. The singularis the form of the nounyou
will usually find whenyoulooka noun upinthedictionary.Asin English, nounsin French
changetheirformin the plural.

» Adjectives, articlesand pronouns are also affected by whethera nounis singularor plural.

Tip
Remember that you have to use the right word fortheand a according to
the gender of the French noun.

Gender

Nouns referring to people

» Most nounsreferringto men and boys are masculine.
unhomme aman unroi aking

» Mostnounsreferringtowomen and girls are feminine.
unefille agirl unereine aqueen



2 NOuUNs

» Whenthesameword is used to refer to either men/boys orwomen/girls, its gender usually
changes depending on the sex of the person it refers to.
uncamarade a(male)friend une camarade a(female)friend
unBelge aBelgian(man) une Belge aBelgian(woman)

Grammar Extral

Some words for people have only one possible gender, whether they refertoa
maleorafemale.

unbébé a(maleorfemale)baby unguide a(maleorfemale)guide
unepersonne a(maleorfemale)person unevedette a(maleorfemale)star

» InEnglish, we can sometimes make a word masculine orfeminine by changing the ending,
forexample, Englishman and Englishwoman, or prince and princess. In French, very often the
ending of a noun changes depending on whetherit referstoamanorawoman.

unAnglais anEnglishman une Anglaise anEnglishwoman
unprince aprince une princesse aprincess
unemployé a(male)employee une employée a(female)employee

> Formoreinformation on Masculine and feminine forms of words, see page7.

Nouns referring to animals

» InEnglish we can choose between words like bull or cow, depending on the sex of the
animal we are referring to. In French too there are sometimes separate words for male and

femaleanimals.
untaureau abull unevache acow

» Sometimes, the sameword with differentendings is used for male and female animals.
un chien a(male)dog une chienne a(female)dog, abitch

When you do not know or care what sex theanimal is, you can usually use
the masculineformasageneral word.

» Wordsforotheranimals do not change according to the sex of theanimal. Justlearnthe
French word with its gender, whichis always the same.
un poisson afish unesouris amouse

Nouns referring to things

» InEnglish, we callall things —forexample, table, car, book, apple-it’. In French, however,
things are either masculine or feminine. As things do not divide into sexes the way humans
and animals do, there are no physical clues to help you with theirgenderin French.Try to
learn the genderasyou learn the word.

Forfurther explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.



» Therearelotsof rules to helpyou:

e wordsendingin-earegenerally feminine

une boulangerie a baker's

Nouns 3

une banque a bank

e wordsendinginaconsonant(any letterexcepta,e,i,ooru)are generally masculine

unaéroportanairport

unfilmafilm

» Therearesomeexceptionstotheserules, soitis besttocheckinadictionaryifyouare

unsure.

» Theseendings are often found on masculine nouns.

Masculine ending

Examples

-age

unvillageavillage
unvoyageajourney
un étageafloor

le fromage cheese

une imagea picture
une page apage
la plage the beach

but:

-ment

un appartementaflat
un bétimenta building

l'l'

étementa garment

iroira mirror
ouloira corridor

rthe evening
mouchoir a handkerchief

-sme

-eau

la peauskin
I'eau water

but:

un chou acabbage
enoutheknee

ahier the exercise book
uartieranarea
scalier a staircase

un magasinashop
unjardinagarden
undessinadrawing
evinthewine

lafintheend
une mainahand

but:

n champignon a mushroom
n ballon a ball
le citron thelemon

une maison a house
la saison the season

but:




4 NOuNs

» Thefollowing types of word are also masculine:

e namesof thedays of the week, and the months and seasons of the year

le lundi Monday

septembre prochain next September

le printemps Spring

the names of languages

le francais French

le portugais Portuguese

Tu apprends le francais depuis How long have you beenlearning
combien de temps? French?

most metric weights and measures

un gramme agramme
un métre ametre

un kilométre akilometre
Englishnounsusedin French

le football football

un tee-shirt atee-shirt
un sandwich asandwich

» Theseendingsare often found on feminine nouns.

Feminine ending Examples
-ance la chance luck, chance but:
-anse une danse adance le silence silence
-ence la patience patience
-ense la défense defence
-ion une région aregion but:
une addition a bill un avion aplane
une réunion a meeting
la circulation traffic
-té une spécialité aspeciality but
-tié la moitié half un été asummer
le paté paté

Forfurther explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.




Grammar Extral
Afew words have different meanings depending on whether they are masculine
orfeminine.These are the most common:

p
Masculine Meaning Example Feminine Meaning Example
un livre abook un livrede unelivre apound unelivre

poche sterling
apaperback apound
sterling
un mode amethod le mode lamode fashion alamode
d’emploi infashion
thedirections
for use
un poste aset un postede | laposte post mettre
(TV/radio); professeur thepost quelque
apost ateachingjob office choseala
(job); an poste
extension topost
(phone) something
un tour aturn; faireuntour | unetour tower latour
awalk togofora Eiffel the
L walk Eiffel Tower
KEY POINTS

v/ Mostnounsreferring to men, boys and male animals are masculine;
most nouns referring to women, girls and female animals are feminine.
The ending of a French noun often changes depending on whether it
referstoamaleorafemale.

v’ Generally, words endingin-e are feminine and words endingina
consonantare masculine, though there are many exceptions to thisrule.

v/ These endings are oftenfound on masculine nouns:
-age, -ment, -oir, -sme, -eau, -eu, -ou, -ier, -in and -on.

v/ These endings are oftenfound onfeminine nouns:
-ance, -anse, -ence, -ense, -ion, -té and-tié.

v/ Days of the week, months and seasons of the yearare masculine. So are
languages, most metric weights and measures, and English nouns used
in French.




1

Test yourself

Complete the phrase by adding the feminine form of the noun.

]

unprinceetune...
unAnglaisetune.
un employé et une
unroietune.........

un taureau et une

....................... f unchienetune............................
....................... g unBelgeet..............cccoooiiiii
...................... h uncamaradeet..........................
....................... i unserveuret..........................
....................... j unjoueuret ...

Translate the following phrases into French.

> Q =h

-

amushroom,acabbage, alemoOn ........ooouiiiiii e

aflat, ahouse, @ gardeN ....ooiii e

atee-shirt,ahat,ahandkerChief ...

thehand, the knee,

the patience, thesil

T SN e

BNCE, T IUCK ..o

apage, apiCture, @ draWIiNg .....oooeeeeei e

aknife,afork,aspo

L

ACat,ad0og,abUdgie . .o

atoothbrush, atowel,ashampoOo ..o

abakery,acafé, asupermarkel ............oooimiiii e

Match the noun in the left column to its description in the right column.

a

b

le lundi

le francais
unsandwich
un gramme

le printemps

an English noun used in French: masculine noun
aseason: masculine noun

a day of the week: masculine noun

alanguage: masculinenoun

ametricweight: masculine noun



Masculine and feminine forms of words

NouNns 7

» InFrenchthereare sometimes very different words for men and women, and for male and

femaleanimals, justasin English.

un homme aman
une femme awoman
un taureau a bull
une vache acow

un neveu anephew
une niéce aniece

un ami a(male)friend

une amie a (female) friend

un employé a(male) employee
une employée a (female) employee
un Francais a Frenchman

une Francaise aFrenchwoman

» Ifthemasculinesingularform already endsin-e, nofurthereisadded.

un éléve a(male) pupil

une éléve a (female) pupil

un camarade a(male)friend

une camarade a (female) friend

un collégue a(male) colleague

une collégue a (female) colleague
Tip

Ifamasculine noun endsin avowel, its pronunciation does not change
whenan-eisadded toformthefeminine. Forexample,amiand amie
(meaning friend) are both pronounced the same.

Ifa masculine noun ends with a consonant thatis not pronounced, for
example, -d, -s, -ror-t, you DO pronounce that consonant whenan -eis
addedinthefeminine. Forexample, in étudiant (meaning student), you
cannot hearthet;in étudiante, you can hearthet.

Some masculine nouns, such as voisin (meaning neighbour), end in what is
called anasalvowel and an-n. With these words, you pronounce the vowel
‘through yournose’but DO NOT say the n.When an-eisaddedinthe
feminine —forexample, voisine — the vowel becomes a normal one instead
of anasal vowel and you DO pronounce then.

» Many masculine French nouns can be made feminine simply by changing the ending.
Thisisusuallydone by adding an-etothe masculine noun toform the feminine.



8 NOuNs

Some other patterns

» Somechangestoendingsfrom masculine tofemininearealittle more complicated but still
fallintoaregular pattern.

[ Masculine | Feminine )
ending ending Example Meaning
-f -ve un veuf/une veuve awidower/a widow
-X -se un époux/une épouse | ahusband/awife
-eur -euse un danseur/ a(male)dancer/
une danseuse a (female)dancer
-teur -teuse un chanteur/ a(male)singer/
-trice une chanteuse a(female) singer
un acteur/une actrice | anactor/anactress
-an -anne un paysan/ a(male)farmer/
une paysanne a (female)farmer
-ien -ienne un Parisien/ a(male) Parisian/
une Parisienne a (female) Parisian
-on -onne un lion/une lionne alion/alioness
-er -ére un étranger/ a(male)foreigner/
une étrangére a(female)foreigner
-et -ette le cadet/la cadette theyoungest (male) child
theyoungest (female) child
-el -elle un professionnel/ a(male) professional/
L une professionnelle a (female) professional

added.

KEY POINTS

v/ Many masculine French nouns can be made to refer to females by adding
an-e. If the masculine singularform already endsin-e, nofurthereis

v/ The pronunciation of feminine nounsis sometimes different from that of

the corresponding masculine nouns.
v/ Otherpatternsinclude:

-f—>-ve -teur > -teuse or -trice -er > -@re
-X — -se -an, -ienand-on — -anne, -et > -ette
-eur — -euse -ienne and -onne -el — -elle

Forfurther explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.



Test yourself

4 Complete the phrase with the correct article.

a ... ami, Paul f o Parisienne, Madame Durand
b ... amie, Justine [« employé, LucZola

C employée, Madame Camus h ... Parisien, Fabien Renoir

d ... Francais, Michel Leduc i collegue, Emma Buchy

e ... Francaise, Alice Sorel oo camarade, Pierre

5 Match each noun toits translation.

a uneveuve alioness

b unveuf aforeignman
c unelionne afemalesinger
d unechanteuse awidow

e unétranger awidower

6 Replace the highlighted masculine nouns with the feminine form.

a llsvendentleurmaisonaunANglais. ...............ooooiiiiiiiiii i
b Marievaalapiscineavecuncamarade. ................coooovuieiiiiiiii i
c Lechefparleavec unemployé. ...
d CestlepalaiSd UNTOI. ......ooooiiiiiii e
e Tuasvraimentlaird UnPrinCe! ............cooiiiiiiiiiiiee e
f  EllevitaveCc unBelge. ..........coooomiii e
g Nousavonsunchienetdeuxchats. .........coooeeiiiiiiiiiee e
h  Cestlavoitured Un FranCaiS. .........c.oviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e
i Cestunjoujou POUNUN GAICOMN. ....oooiiuiiiiiiiiiiie e e
J llyaunhomme QUi PIEUIE. ..o

7 Translate the phrase with an article and a noun.

a aschoolboy ........cccooeeiiiiiiiiiinn f afemalesinger.............cccoooooooonni.
b aschoolgirl............cooooii g anEnglishwoman ........................
c afemalecolleague ....................... h thewomannextdoor...................
d theyoungestboy ...........c...ee. i themannextdoor..............cc......

aBelgianwoman ..............ccceee

S

e theyoungestgirl.......cc...oooiiiiiiin
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Forming plurals

Plurals endingin -s

» InEnglish we usually make nouns plural by adding an-sto the end (garden — gardens;
house — houses), although we do have some nouns which are irregularand do not follow
this pattern (mouse — mice; child = children).

Tip

Rememberthatlesisthe pluralformofle, laandI’. Any adjective that goes
with a plural noun has to agree withit, as does any pronoun that replacesiit.

> Formoreinformation on Adjectives, Articles and Pronouns, see pages 32,14 and s5.

» Most French nounsalso form their plural by adding an -s to their singularform.

unjardin
desjardins
une voiture
des voitures
un hotel

des hotels

agarden
gardens
acar
cars

a hotel
hotels

» Ifthesingularnounendsin-s,-xor-z, nofurther-sisaddedintheplural.

unfils
desfils
une voix
des voix
un nez
des nez

Plurals ending in -x

ason
sons
avoice
voices
anose
noses

» Thefollowing nounsaddan-xinstead ofan-sintheplural:

e nounsendingin-eau

un chapeau
des chapeaux

e mostnounsendingin-eu

unjeu
des jeux

ahat
hats

agame
games

e aFEWnNounsendingin-ou(MOSTnounsendingin-ouadd-s asusual)

un bijou
des bijoux
un caillou
des cailloux
un chou
des choux
un genou
des genoux

ajewel
jewels
apebble
pebbles
acabbage
cabbages
aknee
knees

Forfurther explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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un hibou anowl

des hiboux owls

unjoujou atoy

des joujoux toys

un pou alouse

des poux lice
Tip

Addingan-sor-xtotheendofanoundoesnotusually change the way the
word is pronounced. Forexample, professeur and professeurs and
chapeau and chapeauxsoundjustthe same when you say them out loud.

» Ifthesingularnounendsin-alor-ail, the plural usually ends in -aux.

un journal anewspaper
des journaux newspapers
un animal ananimal
des animaux animals
un travail ajob
des travaux jobs

Tip

Plural versus singular

» Afewwordsrelating to clothingare pluralin English but NOT in French.

unslip pants
unshort shorts
un pantalon trousers

» Afewcommonwordsare pluralin French but NOT in English.

les affaires business
les cheveux hair
des renseignements information

Grammar Extral

When nouns are made up of two separate words, they are called compound
nouns, forexample, les grands-parents (meaning grandparents), des ouvre-
boites (meaning tin-openers). The rules for forming the plural of compound nouns
arecomplicated anditis bestto checkinadictionary to see what the pluralis.




12 Nouns

KEY POINTS

¢/ Most French nouns form their plural by adding an-s to their singular
form. If the singularnoun endsin-s, -xor-z, no further-sisaddedin
the plural.

¢/ Mostnounsendingin-eauor-euaddan-xintheplural.

v/ Mostnounsendingin-outakean-sinthe plural, with a few exceptions.

v/ Ifthesingularnounendsin-alor-ail, the plural usually ends in -aux.

¢/ Addingan-sor-xtotheendofanoundoesnot generally affect the way
the word is pronounced.

v/ Afew commonwords are pluralin English but notin French, and
viceversa.

Forfurther explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.



Test yourself

8 Translate the noun, leaving the number as a figure.

10

1

a

TCAN o f 3pebbles.....coeeiiiiiiii
3SOMNS oot g 1cabbage.........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiini,
2VOICES oot h  20WIS. .,
2hotels oo i 3Newspapers......ccccceeeeeeiiinnnn..
1O GAMES ..o Jj 1000jobs......

Write the plural form of the noun after the number.

a
b
c
d

e

2 (jardin) foo2 (fils)
2 (ami) [« I S (chapeau)
2 (femme) h 2. (jeu)

e S (animal) i 2 (chou)

2 (bijou) J o 2 (genou)

Write1in the gap if the noun s singular, and 2 if it is plural.

.......... homme f ........joujoux
.......... femmes g .........chapeaux
.......... camarades h ... voisin
.......... amies i .......pantalon
.......... hibou i .........slip

Translate the following phrases into French.

a

b

> Q =h

-

thehairand the SKiN .. ...
DUSINESS ANA TOUTISIM ..ot
ShOrtS ANd atE-SNITT ... et
ErOUSErS ANA A NA ..o
QJOD AN ATIAL. o o
GAMES ANA LOYS ...t
8 MuUshroomsand2Cabbages ........ooovniiiiiii e
2S0NSANATNEPREW ..ot
1SPIING AN 2 SUMIMIBES ...ttt ettt e e e e e e e e

ameetingandinformation ...........ccooiiiiii i



Nouns

——ga=-n0anocu

e

princesse
Anglaise
employée
reine

vache
chienne
uneBelge
une camarade
une serveuse
unejoueuse

un champignon, unchou,
uncitron
unappartement,

une maison, unjardin

un tee-shirt, un chapeau,
un mouchoir

lamain, legenou, la peau
la patience, lesilence,
lachance

unepage, uneimage,
undessin

uncouteau,

une fourchette,
unecuillére

unchat, unchien,

une perruche

une brosse adents,
uneserviette,

un shampooing

une boulangerie, un café,
unsupermarché

le lundi= adayofthe
week: masculine noun
lefrancais = alanguage:
masculine noun
unsandwich = an English
noun used in French:
masculinenoun

un gramme=a metric
weight: masculine noun
le printemps =a season:
masculine noun

———TJu "npanocy

——TJu P anocy

———Tgu-"npanocy

;

un
une
une
un
une
une
un
un
une
un

uneveuve =awidow
unveuf=awidower
unelionne=alioness
une chanteuse=
afemalesinger

un étranger=
aforeign man

anow

m

uneAnglaise
une camarade
une employée
unereine

une princesse
une Belge
unechienne
une Francaise
unefille
unefemme

un éléve

une éléve
unecollégue
le cadet

la cadette

une chanteuse
uneAnglaise
lavoisine
levoisin

une Belge

1voiture
3fils
2VO0iX

2 hotels

anocw

10
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10jeux

3 cailloux
1chou

2 hiboux
3journaux
1000 travaux

jardins
amis
femmes
animaux
bijoux
fils
chapeaux
jeux
choux
genoux

les cheveuxetla peau

les affaires et le tourisme
unshortetun tee-shirt
un pantalonetun chapeau
untravailetun
appartement
desjeuxetdesjoujoux

8 champignons et 2 choux
2filsetineveu
1printemps et 2 étés
uneréunion etdes
renseignements
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