Nouns

Whatis a noun?
Anounisanamingword foraliving being, athing, oranidea, forexample,
woman, Andrew, desk, happiness.

Using nouns
The basics

> Inltalian, allnouns, whether referring to living beings or to things and ideas, are either
masculine or feminine. Thisis their gender.

Masculine Feminine
olio oil acqua water
uomo man donna woman
delfino dolphin tigre tiger
concetto concept idea idea

L armadio wardrobe sedia chair

» Theletteranounendswithisoftenareliable guide toits gender. Forinstance, words
endingin—-o will nearly always be masculine.

» Whenyou usean Italian noun you need to know if itis masculine or feminine so that you
can make otherwords that go with it masculine orfeminine too:

e howyou translate the wordsfor ‘the' or‘a’depends on the noun's gender. Forinstance,
with masculine nounsyou useiland un, and with feminine nouns you uselaand una.

Masculine Feminine )
il giorno theday la notte thenight
\u_ngelato anicecream una mela anapple

e adjectivesdescribinganounare masculine orfeminineinform.

Masculine Feminine
un abito caro — an expensive suit una macchina cara - an expensive car
L I’Antico Testamento —the OldTestament | I'antica Roma —ancient Rome

e wordsthatreplace nouns—called pronouns — mustalso be masculine orfeminine.
The translation for Do you want it?is “Lo vuoi?” if you're offering un gelato (anice cream),
and “La vuoi?” if you're referring to una mela (an apple).

= Formoreinformation on Articles, Adjectives or Pronouns, see pages 14, 24 and 53.
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2 NOuUNs

» Justlike English nouns, Italian nouns can be singularor plural. Most English nouns add -s
inthe plural, forexample, days, apples. Most Italian nouns change their final letter from one

vowel toanother:

Singular Plural

giorno day giorni days

mela apple mele apples
rivoluzione revolution rivoluzioni  revolutions

Whenindoubt, you canfind out a noun's gender by lookingitupina
dictionary.When you come across a new word it's a good idea to memorize
thearticle that goes with it, to help you rememberits gender.

KEY POINTS
v Allnounsin Italian are either masculine or feminine.
v Thisaffects the words you use with them.
v Inmostcasesitis possible towork outanoun'sgenderfrom its ending.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Test yourself

1 Matchthe noun on the left with its description on the right.

a unamela apiece of furniture; masculine noun
b la notte afruit; feminine noun

c unarmadio aliquid; feminine noun

d undelfino amarine mammal; masculine noun
e l'acqua opposite of day; feminine noun

2 Givethe gender (use un or una) for each of the words below.

- R tigre

b ... concetto
C o donna

d . ... gelato

e .. giorno
foo macchina
[« I uomo

h ... casa
i sedia
Jo abito
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4 NOuNs

How to recognize what gender a noun is

» Therearesomesimplerulesthat will enable youtowork out the gender of averylarge
number of Italian nouns from theirlast letterin the singular:

nearly allwords ending in —o are masculine.
nearly allwords ending in —a are feminine.
nearly allwords endingin-a, -sione and -zione are feminine.

nearly all words ending with a consonant are masculine.

Note that words ending in —e are masculinein some cases and femininein others.

» Thefollowingare typical masculinenounsendingin-o:iltreno  thetrain

il supermercato
I'aeroporto

il toro

untopo

un gatto
unitaliano

the supermarket
theairport

the bull

amouse
a(tom)cat
anltalian (man)

Note that afew very common nouns endingin—o arefeminine.

lamano
una foto
laradio
una moto

» Thefollowingare typical feminine nounsendingin—a:lacasa

la macchina
unadonna
unaregola
una gatta
un'italiana

the hand
aphoto
theradio
amotorbike

the house
thecar

awoman

arule

a(she)cat

anltalian (woman)

Note that somevery common words endingin —a are masculine.

il problema
ilprogramma
il sistema
ilclima

the problem
the programme
the system
theclimate

e Mostwordsforprofessionsandjobsendingin-ta are masculine orfeminine, according
towhethera male orfemaleis meant.

un giornalista
una giornalista
un dentista
una dentista

a(male)journalist
a(female) journalist
a(male)dentist

a (female) dentist

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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NouNns 5

» Thefollowing are typical feminine nouns endingin-a, -sione, and -zione:

Ending Example Meaning
-a una difficoltd adifficulty
larealtd thereality
-sione laversione theversion
un’occasione anopportunity
-zione unalezione alesson
una conversazione aconversation

» Nounsendinginaconsonantare nearly always masculine.

un film afilm

un bar abar

un computer acomputer
BUT

unajeep ajeep

» Nounsendingin—-ecanbemasculinein some casesandfemininein others.

un mese amonth

ilmare thesea

la gente the people

la mente the mind

il mese di giugno the month of June
una mente logica alogical mind

Note that the names of languages are always masculine, whether theyendin-eor

in-o.
1l giapponese & molto difficile. Japaneseis very difficult.
L'italiano é bellissimo. Italianis beautiful.

Grammar Extra!
Some words have different meanings depending on whether they are masculine

orfeminine.
Masculine Meaning Feminine Meaning
ilfine the objective lafine theend
un posto aplace la posta the mail
un modo away lamoda thefashion
il capitale capital (money) unacapitale  acapitalcity
un bel posto aniceplace la posta email

elettronica
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6 NOuNs

Nouns for males and females

> Inltalian,justasin English, there are sometimes very different words for male and female
peopleandanimals.

un uomo aman
unadonna awoman
un fratello abrother
una sorella asister
untoro a bull
una mucca acow

» Inmostcases, though, anounreferring toa male can be made to referto afemale by
changingthe ending:
e Many Italiannounsendingin-o can be madefeminine by changing theendingto -a.

un cuoco a(male) cook
unacuoca a (female) cook

un ragazzo aboy

unaragazza aqirl

un fotografo a(male) photographer
una fotografa a (female) photographer
unitaliano an ltalian (man)
un’italiana an ltalian (woman)

un gatto a(tom)cat

una gatta a(she)cat

e |fanoundescribingamaleendsin-tore, the feminine formendsin-trice.

un attore a(male)actor
un’attrice a(female) actor
un pittore a(male) painter
una pittrice a(female) painter
uno scrittore a(male)writer
una scrittrice a (female) writer

e Certainnounsdescribing males endingin—e havefeminineformsendingin-essa.

il professore the (male) teacher
la professoressa the (female) teacher
uno studente a(male) student
unastudentessa a(female) student
un leone alion
unaleonessa alioness

» Manynounsendingin-a can refer either to males or to females, so thereis no change of
endingforthefeminine.

un turista a(male)tourist

una turista a(female) tourist

un collega a(male) colleague

una collega a (female) colleague

il mio dentista my dentist (ifit'sa man)

la mia dentista my dentist (ifit'sa woman)

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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7 NoOuns NouNs 7

» Many nounsendingin—e can refereitherto males or to females, so thereis no change of
ending forthefeminine.

un nipote agrandson

una nipote agranddaughter
un cantante a(male)singer
una cantante a(female) singer

Grammar Extra!l
Afew nounsthat arefeminine refer both to menand women.

una guida aguide (male orfemale)

una persona aperson(maleorfemale)

unaspia aspy (maleorfemale)

unastar astar(maleorfemale)

Sean Connery @ ancora unastar. Sean Connery's stilla star.

4 1\
KEY POINTS

v Most nouns referring to males can be made to refer to females by
changing the ending.

v Somenounsare the same whether they refer to males or to females,
butthe words used with them change.

v Inafew casesthenounsusedfor maleandfemaleare completely
different.
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Test yourself

3 Complete the phrase by adding the feminine form of the noun.
a ungattoe...........................
b unattoree..........coooiiiiiiinnl.

UNCUOCOE ...

a N

unfotografoe.............ooooeiil

m

unragazzoe...........ooooiiiiiiinna

-n

UNOSCrittore e ......ooevvieiiieeii

unitalianoe .....ooevieviiiiiei,

> Q

UN Professoree .......ccoveeeeevveeneeennnn.

-

UNpittoree ......covvveviiieeei

j unleonee.....ccoooeeiiiiiiiiiiinnl.

4 Replacethe highlighted masculine nouns with the feminine form.
a llnipotediMarcoarrivastasera. ...........ccccoeeeeeiiieeeennnn...
b Abitaconunitaliano. ......................ooeeeee.
¢ AbbiamovistounleoneallozoO. ...........ccooiiiiiiiiii.
d Il giornalista mangia sempreinquestoristorante. ............cccccceeeeeeeeeeiiin,
e Comesichiamail professoredifrancese? .............ccceeeeeeeeeeeen...
f Hauncaneeungatto...............ccccceveiniiiien
g Vadoalbarconuncollega. ....................coooe.
h Eildentistadimiasorella.........................cc.......
i Unturistacichiedelastrada.................ccccccvinnn

j Mariaparlaconunragazzo.................ccccccccceeeo...

5 Match each noun with its translation.

a lafine thesea

b il programma theend

c lamano the opportunity
d l'occasione thehand

e ilmare the programme
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Making nouns plural

NouNns 9

» Thereare two mainways of making nouns pluralin Italian. In most cases you change the
ending, butinafew cases thesameformasthesingularis used.Thereare also some plurals

whichareirregular.

Nouns which you make plural by changing the ending

» InEnglish you usually make nouns plural by adding -s. In Italian you usually do it by
changing the ending from one vowel to another:

e Changethe-o0,-aor-eendingof masculine nounsto-i. Nearly allmasculine plurals

endin-i.

Ending Example Meaning

-0 unanno oneyear
due anni two years
unragazzo one boy
dueragazzi two boys

-a un ciclista a(male) cyclist
due ciclisti two cyclists
un problema aproblem
molti problemi lots of problems

-e un mese onemonth
due mesi two months
un francese a Frenchman
due francesi two Frenchmen

e Changethe-aendingoffeminine nounsto-e.

unasettimana
due settimane
unaragazza
dueragazze

one week
two weeks
onegirl
two girls

e Changethe-eendingof feminine nounsto —i.

un’inglese
dueinglesi
la vite
le viti

an Englishwoman
two Englishwomen
thevine

thevines

Nouns you do not change in the plural

e Youdonotchangefeminine nounsendingin-a.Youshow thattheyare plural by using
the plural wordforthe, adjectivesin the plural,and soon.

la cittd

le cittd

grandi cittd

la loro universitd
le loro universitd

thecity
thecities
greatcities

their university
their universities

= Formoreinformation on Articles and Adjectives, see pages 14 and 24.
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10 NOuNs

e Youdonotchangewordsendinginaconsonant, which are often words borrowed from

English and otherlanguages.
il film

ifilm

ilmanager

imanager

il computer

icomputer

lajeep

le jeep

Nouns with irregular plurals

thefilm
thefilms

the manager
the managers
the computer
the computers
thejeep
thejeeps

» Asmallnumber of common masculine nouns take the ending-ainthe plural.

il dito
ledita

un uovo

le uova

il lenzuolo
lelenzuola

thefinger
thefingers
anegg
theeggs
the sheet
the sheets

Note that the plural of uomo (meaning man) is uomini. The plural of lamano (meaning

hand)is le mani.

» Allnounsendingin-caand-gaaddanh beforethe plural ending.

Singular Plural

amica (female)friend amiche (female)friends
buca hole buche holes

riga line righe lines
casalinga housewife casalinghe  housewives

» Somenounsendingin-coand-go alsoadd an h before the plural ending.

Singular Plural

gioco game giochi games
fuoco fire fuochi fires
luogo place luoghi places
borgo district borghi districts

Note that there are many exceptions: the plurals of amico (meaning friend) and
psicologo (meaning psychologist) are amici and psicologi.

= Formoreinformation on Italian spelling rules, see page 247.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Nouns T1

Plural or singular?
» Bearin mindthatsomewords are pluralin Italian but singularin English.
imieicapelli my hair
gli affari business
le notizie the news
consigli advice
i mobili thefurniture
sciocchezze nonsense

Note thatyou use the singular of some of these words to refer to a piece of something.

un mobile apiece of furniture
un consiglio apiece of advice
una notizia apiece of news

Animportantword thatissingularin Italian but plural in Englishis la gente
(meaning people). Remember to use a singularverb with la gente.
E gente molto simpatica. They'revery nice people.

Grammar Extra!

When nouns are made by combining two words, such as pescespada (meaning
swordfish), capolavoro (meaning masterpiece), or apriscatola (meaning tin opener)
the pluralis often not formed according to the usual rules. You can check by
lookinginadictionary.

KEY POINTS
v’ You can make most Italian nouns plural by changing theirending from
onevoweltoanother.
v Somenounsarethesameinthepluralasinthesingular.
v Somenounswhicharesingularin English are pluralin Italian.
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Test yourself

6 Givethe plural form of the noun after the number.

Q2. (mese)

b2 . (ragazzo)

C 2., (gatto)
d2.......... (donna)

€ 2. i (francese)
f oo, (settimana)
G 2. (regola)
hoo (treno)
2, (mela)

J 2 (giorno)

7 Cross out the noun which the article(s) cannot refer to.

ai film/giorni/luogo/giochi

b le righe/ragazze/citta/italiani

c il manager/ciclisti/problema

dla pittore/settimana/ragazza/buca

e la rivoluzione/radio/topo/versione

f il supermercato/toro/moto/film

g un gioco/dita/fuoco/borgo

h una jeep/notizia/mobile/macchina

i il/la dentista/amiche/turista/collega

j un/una cantante/nipote/problemi/giornalista
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Test yourself

8 Write1linthe gap if the nounis singular, and 2 if it is plural.

- R righe

b ... dita
< uovo

d ... fuoco

€ i ragazze
foo problemi

g e inglese

h ... macchine
i colleghi

J o studentessa

9 Match the nouns on the left with their translations on the right.

a icapelli the news

b i mobili hair

c unconsiglio theeggs

d le notizie furniture

e leuova apiece of advice
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an o

=D anou

una mela afruit;
feminine noun

lanotte opposite of day;
feminine noun
unarmadio a piece of
furniture; masculine 7
noun

un delfinoa marine
mammal; masculine
noun

l'acquaaliquid;
feminine noun

una
un
una
un 8
un
una
un
una
una
un

unagatta

un‘attrice

unacuoca

unafotografa 9
unaragazza

unascrittrice

un‘italiana

una professoressa

una pittrice

unaleonessa
10

lanipote
un’italiana
unaleonessa
lagiornalista

la professoressa
unagatta
unacollega

la dentista
unaturista

unaragazza
n

lafinethe end

il programmathe
programme
lamanothe hand
'occasionethe
opportunity
ilmarethe sea

mesi

ragazzi

gatti 12
donne

francesi

settimane
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———ga -0 anocuy

———ga=-nanocy

Nn oW
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———ga=-nanocy

———gu "D anoy

anocye

giorni

luogo
italiani
ciclisti
pittore
topo
moto
dita
mobile
amiche
problemi

= NN~ NN~ = NN

i capelli hair

i mobili furniture

un consiglio a piece of
advice

le notiziethe news
leuovathe eggs

t
i

lo

le

gli

la

il

I

gli

le

nell'albergo
allastazione
sul pavimento
dal concerto
aglistadi
sullestrade
delragazzo
alcinema
dall'aeroporto
sullaspiaggia

della
delle
dello
del

13

13

15

16

17

— =T =D

——-——Tgu-"panow

———gru "0 anow

7]

(-2

= =g @= Nna NoTw

manow

SOLUTIONS 263

dei
dell’
degli
del
dei
delle

le
il
all’
la
il
le
la

alle
nel

una
uno
un
un’
un
un
uno
una
un’
un

Chelavorofatuo
fratello? Fal'avvocato.
Haifratelli?Houn
fratelloeunasorella.
Perché nonvienial
cinema? Non ho soldi.
Quantocostaildivano?
Costa mille sterline.
Tuo padre é professore?
No, € medico.

Non ho macchina.

C'é pane?
Eingeniere./Fa
lingeniere.
Nonhacomputer.
Vendono gelati, uova e
frutta.

Chesorpresal

Mio fratello ha molti
soldi.

Che bello!
Cisonocento bambini
nellascuola.

Non cisono postiliberi.

italiana
simpatico
bianche
blu

veloci
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