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	Commercial farming systems


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of processes, including human actions, contributing to the development of physical and economic landscapes.

· Candidates should be able to recognise the role of decision making as affected by human and physical contexts, choices, influences and constraints.
	
	0460/2217 syllabus

3.2 Food Production

· Understand commercial farming

· Describe the influence of natural inputs (relief, climate and soil) and human inputs (economic and social) on agricultural land use, including their combined influences on the scale of production, methods of organisation and the products of agricultural systems
Topic link: the environmental effects of commercial agriculture are covered in Topic 3.7 on pp.213–34.


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must have a basic knowledge of how large-scale commercial farming operates (Grade E/D).

· Most students should be able to relate the main features of large-scale commercial agriculture to a specific case study example (Grade C/B).

· Some students could have a detailed understanding of how a wide number of human and natural inputs have influenced the development of large-scale commercial agriculture, particularly plantation agriculture in Malaysia (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 157–60
Worksheet: 
3.14 Case study: Plantation agriculture in Sarawak, Malaysia
Photograph: 
3.15 A palm oil plantation in Malaysia
Further reading and weblinks: A slideshow discussing the commercial agriculture sector in Malaysia can be found at: www.slideshare.net/ranzcdadavao/
overview-of-agriculture-sector-in-malaysia-presentation


	Key concepts
	· Commercial farming is carried out to make a profit.

· Agribusinesses, sometimes owned by multinational corporations, are often in charge of the development of commercial farming.

· Plantation agriculture in Malaysia provides a good case study of how commercial farming operates.


Starter suggestions

Tell students that this lesson will be about extensive commercial agriculture.

Based on what they have learned so far, ask students to explain what this term means. What kinds of farming do they think will be studied in this lesson?

Main lesson activities

1
Students should read through the first section on commercial farming in the Student Book, and all the explanations and examples. Ask them to describe extensive commercial farming, in a one-paragraph summary. They should include some examples of crops grown, the areas where it takes place and some key words (such as cash crops and monoculture).

2
Many parts of the world have large areas given over to commercial agriculture. In groups, students should brainstorm the advantages (money, employment, global trade connections, etc.) and disadvantages (reliance on one type of crop, environmental damage) that such commercial agriculture may bring. They should write down the advantages and disadvantages as two separate lists, and then discuss whether the advantages of such activities outweigh the disadvantages.

3
Find Malaysia in an atlas. Using either the atlas or the internet, students should find brief details about the population, industry, climate and environment and use them to annotate the map on Worksheet 3.14. They should then add case study information (from the atlas, the internet and the Student Book) on plantation agriculture in the country. Display photo B on p. 159 of the Student Book (photo 3.15 from the downloadable resources) to illustrate a typical Malaysian palm oil plantation. 

	Homework project
	Students should read through the information on plantation agriculture in Malaysia in the Student Book. As a homework exercise they should then try to find a similar amount of information on a different kind of extensive commercial farming from another part of the world. This can then be written up (and illustrated) as a case study project.


4
As an alternative students could complete a case study on an example of commercial farming in the region where they live. See Now investigate question 1 on p. 160 for more details.

	
	Give extra support by allowing students to complete the case study project on Malaysian plantation agriculture rather than asking them to find a completely new case study.

Give extra challenge by asking students to include fieldwork techniques such as surveying farms or interviewing farmers, to complete the case study of a local example of commercial agriculture (as outlined in main lesson activity 4 above).


Plenary suggestions

Look at the list of cash crops in the Student Book (above the case study on p. 158). 
Do students know if any of these are grown in their own country?
If so, where are they grown and what are the characteristics (climate, relief, soils, infrastructure) of these areas? If none of these crops is grown, what alternatives are grown on a large scale?

Brainstorm the answers from students, writing them on the board, and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of developing a cash crop economy.

	Skills notes
	The main lesson activities include work on geographical display techniques, practical fieldwork activities and questions that require research.


	Assessment suggestions
	The homework project on a case study example of extensive commercial agriculture, either in the local area or somewhere else in the world, should provide a good object for assessment.
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