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	Quality of life


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to understand relative wealth and poverty within and between countries.

· Candidates should understand the differences between the meaning of Human Development Index and Quality of Life Index, and know how they are calculated.
	
	0460/2217 syllabus

3.1 Development
· Use a variety of indicators to assess the level of development of a country 
· Understand indicators of development  - including GNP per capita, literacy, life expectancy, and composite indices, e.g. Human Development Index (HDI) 


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must have a basic understanding of the differences in people’s lives when in wealth and poverty. They must know what data is used to calculate the Human Development Index and Quality of Life Index (Grade E/D).

· Most students should understand the variation in wealth and poverty within all countries (Grade C/B).

· Some students could have a detailed understanding of a range of countries with respect to the indexes under study (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 136–7
Worksheets: 
3.1 How do we calculate HDI?
3.2 Quality of Life Index
Photographs: 
3.1 A shanty town in Mumbai, India
3.2 A residential area in an MEDC
Further reading and weblinks: 

http://nationranking.wordpress.com


www.businessinsider.com/oecd-better-life-index-2011-5


	Key concepts
	· Poverty is often a product of the population explosion.
· All countries show considerable variations in wealth and poverty.
· People’s ideas about their quality of life (their perception of it), whilst subjective, are very important.


Starter suggestions
Revise the terms over-population and under-population, and what the problems are of each. Refer back to photos 1.5–1.6 used in lesson 1.1(4), asking students to recall which environments link to over-population and under-population.
Invite students to suggest what might be a better population/resource balance (introducing the idea of optimum population).

Main lesson activities

1
Read the first section of text in the Student Book as a class, ensuring that students understand the key points. They are now able to define optimum population. Discuss the concept of poverty line. Why do we call it a ‘line’?
2
Use Now investigate questions 1 and 2 (Student Book p. 137) and photos A and D to clarify the differences in quality of life between those in poverty and those who are better off. (Additional images are available from the downloadable resources: photos 3.1 and 3.2.)
3
What images do the students have of different countries in terms of their wealth? Do they make assumptions that everyone in an MEDC is quite well off or even wealthy? Equally, do they think people in an LEDC are all relatively poor? Use the Fantastic fact on the USA to clarify this point.
4
Ask students, without looking at diagram B, whether they think they have ‘a good life’, and why/why not. In pairs they can write down how their lives compare with those of others who are poorer and wealthier than them in their own country, and elsewhere in the world. Conclusions can then be brought back to the class as a whole. Then go to Now investigate question 3 – students can now check diagram B to see whether they have been asking the right questions.
5
Human Development Index: Worksheet 3.1 shows a spider diagram with HDI at the centre. Students should fill in each contributing data set (adult literacy, life expectancy and GDP per capita) around the centre. They need to understand clearly what each of these three terms means. They should write a definition of each beside it on their own copy of the worksheet.
6
Quality of Life Index: consider the differences in the way this is calculated compared with the Human Development Index. What extra factors are included and what has been omitted? (A key difference is that people’s own opinions come into the Quality of Life score.)
7
Consider the countries shown in table C (countries with highest and lowest qualities of life). Are students surprised at the countries included in these rankings? Encourage them to give reasons. Aim to analyse what characteristics of particular countries make their citizens satisfied or dissatisfied with their lives – for example, the political situation in Zimbabwe is the main reason for its very low Quality of Life score.
8
Homework suggestions:
(a)
Students can work individually on the tasks on Worksheet 3.2.
(b)
They can research the Quality of Life Index values for a wider range of countries. Are any of these surprising? Why?
9
Where does your country lie in the list? Do students think this is a fair position? They should support their conclusion with reasons, and compare their own opinion with those of their classmates.
10
Choose a country from www.businessinsider.com/oecd-better-life-index-2011-5. Students should compile a list of reasons for its high position in the Quality of Life Index listing. Do the countries in this list have anything in common in terms of location, population size, and so on?
	
	Give extra support by explaining GDP carefully – it is not an easy concept for weaker students – and highlight the differences between the Human Development Index and Quality of Life Index.

Give extra challenge by using main lesson activity 8(b) above to stretch the brightest students.


Plenary suggestions
In a question-and-answer session, revise the key terms that have been used in this topic.
	Skills notes
	Students revise their skills in photo interpretation, and are introduced to the concept of indexes (Human Development Index and Quality of Life Index).
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