
	3.2 (1)
	
	What do farmers grow in your local area?


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of processes, including human actions, contributing to the development of economic landscapes.

· Candidates should be able to use geographical data to recognise patterns, deduce relationships and organise and present information.
	
	0460/2217 syllabus

3.2 Food Production
· Describe and explain the main features of an agricultural system: inputs, processes and outputs
· Understand farming types: commercial and subsistence; arable, pastoral and mixed; intensive and extensive


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must have a basic knowledge of a number of different types of farming (Grade E/D).

· Most students should be able to name the different components of the agricultural system and the basic classifications of different types of farming (Grade C/B).

· Some students could have a detailed understanding of the component parts of agricultural systems and relate this knowledge to different types of farming from around the world (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 153–5
Worksheets: 
3.10 A local agricultural system
3.11 Interview with a farmer
Photographs: None

Further reading and weblinks: None


	Key concepts
	· There are many different types of farming.

· Farming types are classified according to a number of different factors.

· Agricultural systems have inputs, processes and outputs.


Starter suggestions

Discuss with the students what they already know about farming.

Ask them to come up with 10 words associated with agriculture – these can include the machinery used, crops grown or anything else that comes to mind.

Brainstorm a selection of the words, write them on the board and then group them into different categories. Explain that this exercise is called classification and that students will return to these groupings when farming types are looked at later on in the lesson.

Main lesson activities

1
Talk about the farming that takes place in your local area. What do students know about the activities taking place? You could make use of some local knowledge if there is anybody in the class who lives on a farm.


Try to differentiate between different types of farming. Are there commercial activities and people growing crops on small areas of land? Encourage students to build up a mental picture of their local farming landscape.

2
Give students large-scale maps of the local area. Ask them if different farming types and individual farms can be identified from the maps. In many countries farms will be named on the maps (especially if they are large scale) but smaller farms may be lost.
	Fieldwork option 1
	Interviewing a farmer

Find local farmers who are willing to help students in their investigations and then either invite them in to school or, preferably, organise a visit to their farm. Students should prepare an interview sheet as a class or homework exercise before talking to the farmers.


	Fieldwork option 2
	Crop analysis

Take students to a local market or farmers’ market and get them to list the produce that is available to buy. They should concentrate on the crops and foodstuff that have been grown or produced locally and find out where it comes from. As a follow-up this could be marked on a map of the area when back in the classroom.


3
Read through the information in the Student Book on the different types of farming (pp. 153–4). Using the information gathered so far in the activities above, get students to classify the types of farming taking place in your local area.

4
Go through the information on agricultural systems in the Student Book (p. 154) and make sure all students understand the concepts of inputs, processes and outputs. 


Now concentrate on one type of farming found in the local area and tell students to construct a systems diagram illustrating how it works, using the template on Worksheet 3.10.

	
	Give extra support by providing a standard format question sheet that could be used for interviewing farmers (Worksheet 3.11).

Give extra challenge by asking students to find out why certain farmers are growing certain crops in specific areas. Ask searching questions about how profitable the farms are (without causing offence!).


Plenary suggestions

Ask students to imagine they will become farmers (some may) and to think about what they would like to grow and why.

Pick a few volunteers at random to explain their choices to the class. Ask questions about how hard a job they think it is and whether they would be able to make any money from their chosen farming type.

	Skills notes
	The main lesson activities use a number of geographical skills including drawing systems diagrams and analysing maps. 

Fieldwork opportunities include conducting interviews – for more details see the relevant fieldwork investigation information on pp. 269–71 of the Student Book.
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