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	Subsistence farming systems


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of processes, including human actions, contributing to the development of physical and economic landscapes.

· Candidates should be able to recognise the role of decision making as affected by human and physical contexts, choices, influences and constraints.
	
	0460/2217 syllabus

3.2 Food Production

· Understand subsistence farming

· Describe the influence of natural inputs (relief, climate and soil) and human inputs (economic and social) on agricultural land use, including their combined influences on the scale of production, methods of organisation and the products of agricultural systems


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must have a basic knowledge of how small-scale subsistence farming operates (Grade E/D).

· Most students should be able to relate the main features of small-scale subsistence agriculture to a specific case study example (Grade C/B).

· Some students could have a detailed understanding of how a wide number of human and natural inputs have influenced the development of small-scale subsistence agriculture, particularly rice farming in Bangladesh (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 160–2
Worksheets: 
3.15 Commercial v subsistence farming
3.16 The rice farming landscape
Photographs: 
3.16 The rice farming landscape

Further reading and weblinks: 
The United Nations has details of different rice farming systems at:
www.fao.org
Search for ‘sustainable rice farming’


	Key concepts
	· Subsistence farming is carried out to feed the farmer and his family.

· Many communities around the world still practise subsistence farming.

· Intensive rice cultivation, in Bangladesh and throughout Southeast Asia, is the most widespread form of subsistence farming.


Starter suggestions

Tell students that this lesson will be about small-scale, intensive subsistence agriculture.

Based on what they have learned so far, ask students to explain what these terms mean. What do they think will be the main characteristics of intensive subsistence agriculture? What kinds of farming do they think will be studied in this lesson?

Main lesson activities

1 Students should read through the first section on subsistence farming in the Student Book, and all the explanations and examples. In groups they should then consider the main differences between intensive subsistence farming and extensive commercial farming. They should use their discussion to complete the table on Worksheet 3.15.

2 Internet research: students should find out about shifting cultivation in the Amazon, its characteristics and the people who still farm in this way. Watch the video footage showing uncontacted tribes at www.uncontactedtribes.org/brazilfootage. 

What kinds of threats to their existence do these people face?

3 Ask students to read through the case study information on rice farming in the Student Book (pp. 161–2). Display photo B on p. 162 (photo 3.16 from the downloadable resources) to show the features of the rice farming landscape. Referring back to the information on farming systems, tell them to construct a systems diagram (including inputs, processes and outputs) for the rice farming system.

4 Worksheet 3.16 shows an image of a typical rice farming area. Annotate the image to show the distinctive characteristics of this kind of landscape.

5 Build up a case study profile of a country where intensive subsistence agriculture is used (see Now investigate question 4 on p. 162). Concentrate on using the information on Bangladesh from the Student Book. Students could include their own sketch map of the Bangladesh map as part of their profile.

6 Students should try to think what life would be like as a subsistence farmer – either growing rice in Bangladesh, or shifting cultivation in the Amazon or the Congo basin. They should write a short essay describing what their life is like and the difficulties and successes they experience on a daily basis.

	
	Give extra support by giving a number of key words to students to help them be focused in their internet searches.

Give extra challenge by getting students to choose a country other than Bangladesh for their case study profile in main lesson activity 5 above.


Plenary suggestions

Go back to main lesson activity 1 above and the comparison between commercial and subsistence farming. Do both types of farming exist in your country?

Ask students to think about which type of farming has the biggest benefits for the country as a whole. They should not just be thinking about economic benefits (which belong to commercial farming) but also about issues such as sense of community and the fact that subsistence farms will be helping to feed people and will still be owned by local people.

	Skills notes
	The main lesson activities include using geographical display techniques, including construction of systems diagrams and annotation of photographs.


	Assessment suggestions
	The imaginative writing essay gives a chance to test more than just formal knowledge of subsistence agriculture, including literacy, assessment of values and understanding of the difficulties faced by farmers.
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