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	A balancing act?


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to describe how the natural environment affects where people live.

· Candidates should understand that all environments have positive and negative characteristics.

· Candidates should be able to assess their own environment in terms of its positive and negative attributes.
	
	0460/2217 syllabus

3.7 Environmental risks of economic development 
· Understand threats to the natural environment including soil erosion, desertification, enhanced global warming and pollution (water, air, noise, visual)


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must understand that people choose where they live based on what the natural environment offers (Grade E/D).

· Most students should know the basic reasons why more people live in some natural environments than in others (Grade C/B).

· Some students could understand why different natural environments pose different problems and opportunities for people (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 213–5
Worksheet: 
3.48 How challenging is your natural environment?
Photograph: 
3.40 A farming landscape in New Zealand
Further reading and weblinks: None


	Key concepts


	· All natural environments provide both opportunities and challenges.

· People usually choose to settle in areas where the natural environment provides opportunities.

· People can adapt remarkably well to difficult environments, making much use of what might initially seem to be very limited resources.


Starter suggestions

Ask students to think about the relationship between people and the environment in which they live. Start by reading the text on p. 213 of the Student Book, and looking at photo A (photo 3.40 from the downloadable resources). Each student should write a short description of the photo and compare their results with other members of the class. Discuss together the characteristics of this landscape that students have chosen to highlight.

Next, think about more challenging environments and ask students to identify the contrasts. You could use the tropical rainforest and hot desert environments studies in Topic 2.5 of the Student Book. Pages 118–127 provide readily available photos for discussion.
Main lesson activities

1
Read Now investigate question 1 as an introduction to the activities in Worksheet 3.48. Students should work through the questions in the Worksheet. It can be answered by individual students and is also suitable for small group work. Teachers may wish to leave the last question on the sheet until later, as explained at the end of the activities on the Worksheet.

2
Finding a good place to live: New Zealand is an example of a good place to live. Most of its landscape offers opportunities for earning a living from activities like agriculture. Even its more difficult regions such as the mountains of the Southern Alps and the volcanically active parts of North Island encourage tourism and film-making. (Landscapes in North and South Island were used as sets for the Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit film trilogies, and two films from The Chronicles of Narnia.)


Simplify things by going back to the most basic needs for people to make a living. Students should note down the points made in the list on p. 213 and discuss the importance of each one. Students should note down what the natural environment can provide to make a good place to live.


Problems posed by harsh environments: ask students whether a harsh environment always means that conditions are difficult. Refer to the Fantastic fact on p. 214 here to show that difficult environments can be overcome by people’s ingenuity and technology.


Refer back to the difficult tropical rainforest and tropical desert environments considered in Worksheet 3.48 and list the economic opportunities of such places. Photo C shows some of the tourist opportunities of a mountainous region.


Nevertheless, in some parts of the world, the difficulties of the environment are extreme. Students should discuss and note the key ideas put forward in diagram B on p. 214.

3
A balancing act: no region or area is perfect. All have positive and negative characteristics that offer opportunities and provide challenges. People will choose the best and aim to cope with the worst. The example of Bangladesh illustrates this well. Students have already learned about flood issues in Bangladesh in Topic 2.5 on pp. 133–5.
	
	Give extra support by helping less able students to plan the assignment suggestion below. They need to have a reliable list of sources of information before they begin to think about the tourist opportunities.

Give extra challenge by asking students to consider which they think is the most challenging environment in the world, and why. Do not just accept Antarctica: make them think more broadly.


Plenary suggestions

Use the Now investigate questions 2 and 3 on p. 215 as a plenary session. You could cover these in a short class discussion.


	Skills notes
	Students have practice in photo interpretation and in collating information from a range of sources.


	Assessment suggestion
	List the ways in which tourism offers opportunities in areas that are otherwise very difficult to exploit to make a living. This exercise encourages students to gather information from a range of sources and is therefore quite challenging (see Give extra support above).
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