
	3.2 (7)
	
	Food shortages and government action


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of human actions contributing to the development of physical, economic and cultural environments.

· Candidates should be able to make judgements that demonstrate an appreciation of the attitudes, values and beliefs of others in economic, political and social issues that have a geographical dimension.
	
	0460/2217 syllabus

3.2 Food production
· Recognise the causes and effects of food shortages and describe possible solutions to this problem
· Identify the economic and political factors causing food shortages


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must have a basic knowledge of how governments can deal with food shortages (Grade E/D).

· Most students should be able to explain some of the reasons why food shortages occur in LEDCs and how governments have tried to tackle the problem (Grade C/B).

· Some students could have a detailed understanding of the politics behind food shortages in LEDCs and the responsibilities governments have in solving the problems (with reference to a specific case study) (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 168–71
Worksheets: 
3.21 Bolivia factfile
3.22 Letter to the President

Photograph: 
3.17 Christian Medina, miner, Bolivia
Further reading and weblinks: You can search for more information on food shortages in Bolivia using the key words mentioned in the Student Book.


	Key concepts
	· Governments often have a role to play in causing food shortages.

· Governments can take action to ensure their people receive enough food.

· Food shortages can lead to civil unrest, demonstrations and riots.


Starter suggestions

Ask students why governments often have a role in creating food shortages.

Brainstorm ideas about what governments can do to prevent food shortages taking place (then get students to check their answers against the first paragraphs of the Student Book).

Finish by discussing why governments may not be able to ensure a secure food supply. How do they think people in their country would react if there wasn’t enough food to eat?

Main lesson activities

1
Using the information in the opening paragraphs of the Student Book, students should write short notes explaining how governments can prevent food shortages and why some may not be able to.

2
The case study on food shortages in Bolivia shows that there have been huge price rises in certain basic products over a short period of time. Ask students to talk to adults in their family to find out if the situation is the same in their country. They should be able to gather opinions on food price rises and could also ask their family members what they think of the price rises and how they are able to cope.

3
Worksheet 3.21 can be used to construct a factfile about Bolivia. Students should gather information from an atlas and the Student Book to add details to the blank map of the major cities and landmarks. They can also add some details about the people. They can then find out and add other facts using either an atlas or the internet.

4
Christian Medina, the miner protesting in Bolivia, is obviously worried about the effects that food shortages will have on his family (see photo A on p. 163 – also in the downloadable resources as photo 3.17). Read what he thinks about the situation and then, using the template on Worksheet 3.22, write a letter from Christian to the president of Bolivia in which he explains his situation and asks for help.
	Internet extension activity
	Ask students to find examples of civil unrest (problems such as riots and demonstrations) caused by food shortages in other countries around the world. They should try to find out the reasons for the shortages of food in these countries. Are the reasons similar to or different from those that caused the demonstrations in Bolivia?


	
	Give extra support by showing students the pictures of riots caused by food shortages in Bolivia and asking them to describe how those involved may be feeling before they complete the letter-writing exercise in main lesson activity 4.

Give extra challenge by ensuring that students complete the internet extension activity above – this could be done as an exercise to practise internet research techniques at home.


Plenary suggestions

Based on the readings in this chapter, discuss the problem of civil unrest caused by food shortages around the world. What do students think can be done to help?

What about the future? Do students think things will get better or worse? Ask them to explain their answers.

	Assessment suggestions
	A simple assessment could look at the letters written in main lesson activity 4. The exercise completed for the internet extension activity above could provide an assessment opportunity for higher-ability students.
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