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	The importance of global tourism


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to make judgements that demonstrate an awareness of the contrasting opportunities and constraints of people living in different places.

· Candidates should be able to recognise the role of decision making within a geographical context as affected by the increasing level of global interdependence.
	
	0460/2217 syllabus

3.4 Tourism
· Describe and explain the growth of tourism in relation to the main attractions of the physical and human landscape
· Evaluate the benefits and disadvantages of tourism to receiving areas


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must have a basic knowledge of the importance of global tourism (Grade E/D).

· Most students should be able to describe some of the benefits that tourism can bring, especially in relation to a case study from an MEDC (Grade C/B).

· Some students could have a detailed understanding of the benefits and disadvantages brought by global tourism, especially with respect to a case study from an MEDC (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 183–6
Worksheets: 
3.31 The benefits and problems of global tourism
3.32 The world’s top tourist destinations
Photographs: None

Further reading and weblinks: 
The latest trends in world tourism are reported by the World Tourism Organisation at:
http://mkt.unwto.org/publication/unwto-tourism-highlights-2013-edition


	Key concepts
	· Tourism can bring considerable economic (and other) benefits to a country.

· There are also some negative effects associated with the tourist industry.

· Countries that rely on tourism continually have to try to attract tourists because of increased global competition.


Starter suggestions

Ask students to think about the advantages that tourism can bring to an area.

They should make a list of all the ones they can think of, including economic benefits, improvements to roads, etc., and other infrastructural changes.

Can they also think of disadvantages that a tourist industry may bring?

Main lesson activities

1
Students should read through the opening paragraphs in the Student Book outlining (mainly) the benefits that tourism can bring to a country. They should then summarise the information using the mindmap on Worksheet 3.31. Working with a partner they should add information on the disadvantages of tourism from what they have read and the work they completed in the starter exercise.

2
Using the information in table A on p. 184 of the Student Book, and the template on Worksheet 3.32, students should display the information on visitor numbers as a pie chart.


Extension: can students think of any other ways to display the information? Refer to Section 4 of the Student Book for some other examples.

3
Read through the case study information on France. The country has many cultural sites that are known throughout the world. Produce a guide to the local cultural sites that you think visitors to your home town, region or country would find unmissable while on holiday.

4
France is often viewed as a ‘must see’ tourist destination. www.100placestovisit.com has a list of 100 other destinations. How many of these have you actually seen? As a class, discuss whether books and lists like this can lead to places becoming damaged and less popular.

5
Many of the sites in France have been given special protection by UNESCO, as World Heritage Sites. There are hundreds more around the world shown on the list at http://whc.unesco.org/en/list. Investigate the interactive map on the website and see how many World Heritage Sites there are in France and in other MEDCs.

6
Working in pairs, students should suggest local places that might fit the criteria for listing as a World Heritage Site, and write a proposal to UNESCO asking for their place to be added to the list.
	
	Give extra support by providing students with the data from table A already worked out as percentages, to enable them to complete their pie charts.

Give extra challenge by getting students to read the report from the World Tourism Organisation describing the trends in global tourism. Then ask them to summarise the information shown, in a one-page report (as a possible homework exercise).


Plenary suggestions

On balance, do students think that the global tourism industry does more harm than good?

Take each of the following points in turn and ask the students for opinions:

· What is the damage to the local environment caused by tourism?

· Why does tourism lead to jealousy and crime in some countries?

· What effects will tourism have on global climate change?

Explain to students that some of these negative effects are made worse when tourism is developed in LEDCs – as shown in the next lesson.

	Skills notes
	The lesson and the activities in the Student Book include a number of ways in which students can practise important geographical display skills, such as drawing bar graphs and pie charts.
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