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	Conservation management and National Parks


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to reason and make judgements that demonstrate a sensitivity to, and a concern for, landscape, the environment and the need for sustainable development.

· Candidates should be able to recognise the role of decision making within a geographical context as affected by the physical and human contexts in which decisions are made.
	
	0460/2217 syllabus

3.7 Environmental risks of economic development 

· Demonstrate the need for sustainable development and management
· Understand the importance of resource conservation


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must have a basic knowledge of the global system of National Parks (Grade E/D).

· Most students should be able to describe some of the reasons why National Parks have been set up and some of the ways in which they are protected (Grade C/B).

· Some students could have a detailed understanding of the global need for National Parks and the management strategies used in different countries to protect specific National Park areas (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 232–4
Worksheets: 
3.59 National Parks and protected areas around the world
3.60 National Park factfile
Photographs: None

Further reading and weblinks: 
The official website of the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
www.yorkshiredales.org.uk


	Key concepts
	· In many countries National Parks have been set up to protect vulnerable environments.
· National Parks protect people’s livelihoods as well as environmentally sensitive landscapes.
· The UK has one of the world’s longest-established National Park systems.


Starter suggestions

Revision exercise: why was there a need for protection of the Great Barrier Reef?

In groups, give students three minutes to write down five threats to the reef and five ways in which these threats were managed.

Explain that there are many areas around the world that are protected in similar ways (although not always as successfully). Introduce this idea by asking students to read the opening paragraph and to look at the first table A in the Student Book.
Main lesson activities
1
Using an atlas, students should locate all the National Parks shown on table A in the Student Book. Then they mark all these locations on the blank world map on Worksheet 3.59. Their final task is to find five more examples of National Parks from around the world and to add them to their map.

2
For each of the five National Parks they added to their map in activity 1 above, students should write a paragraph explaining why these areas have been protected. They can use the internet to help them.


Extension: some students can take this exercise further by trying to find out the different ways in which the parks are managed.

3
What do students know about the National Parks within their own country? Working with a partner and using an atlas or a detailed map, they should find as many examples as they can of protected areas in your country. Remind students that they may have other names, such as ‘reserves’ or ‘marine parks’, in addition to being called National Parks. They should try to decide why these areas are protected.
4
Students should read through the information on the Yorkshire Dales National Park in the Student Book and then complete the factfile shown on Worksheet 3.60. (If they have more information than space available on the worksheet, they can continue writing on the other side of the worksheet.) The same worksheet could be used instead to create a case study of a National Park in your own country.

5
Tell students they are to imagine they are about to take a trip to a particular National Park (you can name a specific park). They must pack a suitcase for the trip, so need to think about the items to take. They should try to ensure that when they get to the destination, their visit has the least possible impact on the environment. At the same time they must be prepared for the climate and the landscape in the place they are about to visit. If possible students should use images from the internet or Google Earth to find out as much as they can about the place they are ‘visiting’ – environments under threat, methods of conservation, the people who live there.

	
	Give extra support by handing out leaflets or brochures you have collected or downloaded from the internet, to help with main lesson activity 3 above.

Give extra challenge by giving students a range of National Parks to choose from for main lesson activity 5 above.


Plenary suggestions

Finish this section with a look back at all the different topics you have covered and how they all relate together.

Complete a ‘carousel’ session. This involves writing headings such as ‘Environmental pollution’, ‘Environmental protection’, ‘Impacts of agriculture’, ‘Importance of secondary industry’ on large pieces of paper and giving groups of students a few minutes to write as much as they know under one heading before moving on to the next.

Go through the results with the class to identify any gaps in understanding.

	Assessment suggestions
	Main lesson activity 5 above gives an opportunity to assess how students can apply their learning to a real-world situation.
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