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	Destruction of the forests


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the interrelationships between people’s activities and the total environment, and an ability to seek explanations for them.

· Candidates should be able to reason and make judgements that demonstrate a sensitivity to, and a concern for, landscape, the environment and the need for sustainable development.


	
	0460/2217 syllabus

3.7 Environmental risks of economic development 

· Describe how economic activities may pose threats to the natural environment, locally and globally

· Understand threats to the natural environment including soil erosion, desertification, enhanced 
global warming and pollution (water, air, noise, visual)
Topic link: the effects of deforestation and soil erosion on agriculture are causes of the internal migration outlined in Topic 1.2 on pp. 21–6.


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must have a basic knowledge that trees are being cut down around the world (Grade E/D).

· Most students should be able to describe some of the causes and effects of global deforestation (Grade C/B).

· Some students could have a detailed understanding of the distribution, rate, causes and effects of global deforestation (including the effect on soil erosion) with reference to a specific case study country (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 224–6
Worksheets: 
3.54 Deforestation in Borneo
Photographs: None

Further reading and weblinks: 
Lots of facts on global deforestation can be found at: http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/
environment/global-warming/deforestation-overview/


	Key concepts
	· Global forest cover is decreasing as deforestation rates increase.

· Demands from MEDCs are increasing deforestation in LEDCs.

· Deforestation has local effects (including soil erosion) and global effects on climate change.


Starter suggestions

In groups, give students up to five minutes to make a list of all the reasons why people use forests – this should include everything from manufacturing opportunities such as paper making and furniture to recreational activities.

Collect some ideas from the class and then give students a few more minutes to have a look through their lists, marking those activities that involve cutting down trees and those that do not.

Are there more activities that come from deforestation or from leaving the forests intact?
Main lesson activities
1
Find some old maps of your local area going back into history as far as you can. Get students to analyse the maps for forest cover and to describe how it has changed over the time shown by the maps.


Extension: students could take this further by quantifying the amount of cover lost in percentage terms.

2
Forests often have an important place in the cultural history of a region. Ask students to quiz older relatives about their use of the forests around where you live. Do they have any special memories? Do the forests hold examples of folklore that could be told to the class? How do the older relatives feel about the forests being cut down? You could even get some of those questioned to come into class and retell their stories.

3
Using the information in the Student Book, including the diagrams and pictures, complete the case study factfile on deforestation in Borneo using Worksheet 3.54.

4
The Student Book has a picture of windblown dust being eroded from the Sahara. Using an atlas (preferably one that has information on global wind patterns), students should try to work out the countries where the sand will be dropped. Will this change in different seasons of the year? What will be the effects on the countries where the sand is deposited?

5
Internet research exercise: the Amazon, the world’s largest area of tropical rainforest, is also under threat from deforestation. Students can use the internet to find out more about this case study and complete a one-page report detailing how much deforestation is taking place, the causes behind it and the effects on both the environment and the local people.
	
	Give extra support by getting students to create a factfile similar to that for main activity 3, to complete the internet research exercise on the Amazon.

Give extra challenge by having students go into more depth for the internet research exercise on the Amazon, finding out about the global effects that deforestation there may have.


Plenary suggestions

Weigh up the advantages and disadvantages of the economic uses of the forests as outlined in this lesson. Do students think we can continue exploiting global tree resources as we are currently doing?

Revisit the map of global forest cover in the Student Book on p. 246 (or have a look at it online at www.grida.no/resources/11255). Can students spot any areas where we can increase the number of trees?
	Assessment suggestions
	Main lesson activity 5 above should provide an excellent opportunity to test the research capabilities of your students. Give extra marks for any research conducted outside of the use of the internet.


	Skills notes
	Main lesson activity 1 above allows students to complete some well-developed map skills work by quantifying the information they can see on the maps.
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