PPP
Level 6 Comprehension Questions

AF5
When the children have read page 2, ask them to discuss what is meant by the phrase “…is not one tale, but two.” Continue the discussion by drawing their attention to the final sentence on the page. What conclusions can they draw about change in the 14th century?

Their discussion might include suggestions such as:

· life got better for the poor and worse for the rich

· something happened which changed the way the rich and poor dealt with each other

· there was some violent struggle which changed life in England

AF2

Ask the children to read pages 4 – 13 and then summarise what life was like for the poor during the 14th century. 

The children’s summaries might include:

· comments about their housing

· comments about their food

· comments about their ties with the land and the seasons

· comments about childhood

· comments about entertainment
AF2

Ask the children to read pages 14 – 19 and then compare the life of the rich with the life of the poor in the 14th century. 

The children’s comparisons should include comments about both the life of the poor and the life of the rich. These comments might include:

· comparisons of the food

· comparisons of the educational outcomes and expectations

· comparisons of houses

AF5

When the children have read up to page 23, ask whether they feel that the author is sympathetic to the poor. What examples of language can they find in the text so far that leads them to their conclusions? 

The children should find evidence in the text to support their view, for example:

· “For the peasants, it meant that they not only had to pay rent to the lord of the manor, but taxes to the Church, too” – the ‘not only’ here emphasizes the plight of the poor and could lead you to conclusion that author is sympathetic them. 
· On page 2, the author builds a picture of life for the rich, but then says, “for ordinary poor people, the story is a very different one.” The words “very different’ illustrates the point that the author has some sympathy with the life of the poor. 

AF4 

What is the purpose of the writer including the information in the fact box by the picture on page 25? 

Children might make suggestions such as:

· because the reader might not understand the distance, but they would probably understand the time

· It is highlights the difference between 14th century travel and modern travel

AF4

When the children have read to the end of page 31, ask them to comment on the final paragraph – how is it structured? What do they notice about the way the author has listed each of the different professions? 

The children’s discussion might cover:

· these sentences could be written using a repetitive format (e.g. [profession] did [job]), but the author has varied the sentence structures so that it is more interesting for the reader

· the information presented here could be done using another format, such as a table

· the information could be accompanied by pictures of each trade showing what they do

AF6

Ask the children to read to the end of page 37. Ask them to discuss the effect that the language and descriptions used has on the reader.

The children’s discussion might include some of the following:

· the author has made it clear to the reader that things are better in modern times

· the author paints a picture of the streets in the 14th century, using words like “dark,” “stinking,” “foul’” “crowded’” which are intended to highlight how difficult life in the city would have been during the 14th century

· Each paragraph on these pages takes a different aspect of life and shows how bad that aspect was in the 14th century

AF5

When the children have read to the end of page 55, ask them to identify the ways that the author has impressed the significance the Great Famine of 1315 on the reader.

Their comments might include:

· the author has used phrases such as “…was eight times higher,” or “desperate with hunger…” 

· the image of the grave robbers underlines the significance of the event

· the description of the king’s arrival in St.Albans shows how the famine affected everyone

AF2 

When the children have read to the bottom of page 65 ask them to discuss the causes of the peasant revolt.

Their discussion should include:

· the impact of the hundred years war on taxation in England

· the impact of the Great Famine and the Black Death on the population 

· the significance of a smaller population being able to demand higher wages from the masters and lords

· the impact of the laws passed by parliament in the 1370’s

AF2

When the children have read to end of page 69, ask them to discuss the role of Richard II in ending the peasant revolt. What surprises them about Richard’s actions?

The children might offer:

· it is surprising for a boy of just 14 to be able to manage to end the revolt in the way he did
· it is surprising that once he had agreed to the demands of the rebels, he went back on his word

· it is surprising that when he went back on his word, the rebels did not revolt again

AF4

When the children have finished reading the book, ask them to the main themes the 14th century. What do they think they were?

Children might include:

· a struggle for power between the king, the barons and the poor

· a struggle for power between England, France and Scotland

· a struggle for survival against the natural disasters of the Black Death and the Great Famine

· general improvements in the lot of the poor ranging from changes in their living conditions to their outlook about their power within society
