Balancing Act
Level 6 Comprehension Questions

AF5
When the children have read page 6 ask them why the author has included the first paragraph on page 6.

The children might suggest:

· it shows that the teachers are unaware of the social rules of children in year 6

· it heightens the sense of awkwardness that is developing between the two newbies

· it sows the seed that something is going to happen to these two characters

AF6

Ask the children to read to the bottom of page 13, before asking them to discuss the impact of the first two paragraphs on page 12. 

The children’s discussion should include:

· the fact that we learn about Nico’s character from these paragraphs 

· it is surprising at first that Nico does this, then we realise that he does not actually do this – it is in his head

· it implants the idea that Nico has skills below the surface which might come out later in the story

AF3 

When the children have read page 21, ask them what they think the interaction between Lara and Nico reveals about the future relationship of these two character.

The children might suggest:

· they are going to become friends

· Nico would like to be friends with Lara but she does not want to add to her troubles by being friends with Nico

AF4

When the children have read page 26, ask them what they think the impact of splitting up the lip-stick attack across these chapters is. Encourage them to discuss the different ways that this could be done. 

The children’s discussion might raise some of the following points:

· it has greater impact, because at first you do not know how the attack was resolved, but then you find out

· the flashback part reveals the worst of the attack, but the gap between the two sections heightens the tension

· it seems unlikely that Lara and Nico will be friends, after Lara did nothing to help Nico

· the attack could all be put into the first section; it could all be told through flashback; it could be left so we do not find out how the attack was resolved

AF4

When the children have read page 33, ask them to discuss Lara’s character. How does she react to difficult situations? 

Through the course of their discussion, the children might suggest:

· Lara gets friendly with Nico, but then abandons him during difficult times

· Lara might be trying to make things easier on Nico by not drawing attention to their friendship

· Nico seems quite disappointed by Lara’s attitude

· Lara is quite insightful, but does not seem to recognize that she does not recognize the damage she is doing to Nico, by starting into a friendship and then backing away when times get hard

AF7

Ask the children to read to the bottom of page 35 and then ask them if they find this turn of events surprising. 

The children’s discussion might:

· suggest that they do not find it surprising; try to elicit why not – do they have evidence from other texts/sources that this kind of event occurs during stories like this

· suggest that they do find it surprising; try to elicit why this might be

AF3

Ask the children to read to the end of page 41, then ask them to discuss how Nico’s circus skills might be helpful in this situation. 
The children’s discussion should comment on:

· the potential problems a victim of such an accident might face

· how being agile might help

· how being used to facing difficult circumstances when performing might be useful

AF4

When the children have read page 53, ask them to discuss Nico’s plan and whether it seems likely he will succeed. 

Their discussion should include:

· Nico has the circus skills to be able to do this

· the likelihood of this event really happening

· Nico’s decision to ask Joss for help

· Lara’s roll in the operation 

· Mrs. Toynbee’s attitude towards Nico’s decision

AF5

Ask the children to read to page 61. Ask the children to think about how the author has used language to create a heightened sense of danger during this part of the story.

Their suggestions might include:

· the minibus moving

· the height of the drop

· the wire moving suddenly

· Joss holding the wire – when Joss is an untrustworthy character 

· the speed at which Nico achieves the other side

AF4

When the children have read up to page 67, ask them what effect they think this whole experience will have had on Joss.

The children’s discussion may suggest:

· that they think Joss will change as a result of the events

· that they think Joss will return to being a bully when the events are over

AF4

Ask the children to read to the end of the book and discuss the changes that occur to Nico, Lara and Joss over the course of this story. 

The children’s discussion should be as wide ranging as possible, and might include:

· the idea that Nico has become more confident in his ability to take charge of a situation, but that he has not become Joss’ out-and-out friend (which the children might be surprised about)

· the idea that Lara is now happy to be seen to be Nico’s friend – she has gained self-confidence

· Joss has undergone a change in his attitude towards Nico and Lara, but has not stopped behaving badly totally (e.g. he still hits his “mate” so he can get to the hall first)
