Stef Reid
Level 6 Comprehension Questions

AF2

Ask the children to read to page 9 and then ask them to identify the different mindsets that Stef and her parents have to different aspects of life.

The children should identify the following:

· her dad is an optimist

· her mum is a perfectionist

· her parents want her to focus on her education

· Stef works hard to achieve her goals

· Stef believes that if something is worth doing, it is worth trying your hardest
AF4 

When the children have read to page 13, ask them to discuss Stef’s life so far. Is there anything out of the ordinary or surprising at this point?

The children’s responses might include:

· she isn’t disabled 

· she has lived in several unexpected places

· her parents’ attitude towards her taking part in sport is interesting

AF5

Ask the children to look at the title of the next section of the book (The accident). How does this title make them react? Have a discussion about the impact the author has tried to create by the way that the text has been structured up to this point. 

The children’s discussion might include:

· up until this point the story has been about an ordinary girl, the word ‘accident’ has a big impact, because you know something bad is going to happen.

· there has been the sense that something must happen to her, because she won the silver medal in the paralympics  - the word accident has a big impact

AF2

Ask the children to read to the end of page 19 and summarise the events of the accident .

The children should include the main details, for example:

· she went away with a friend to a cottage by a lake

· she fell out of an inflatable ring in the lake

· she saw the boat coming back for her, and tried to dive down

· the boat hit her

· she had a large gash in her back

· she was too far from hospital to get her there quickly, but after taking her to the nearest clinic, they decided they would have to move her

· surgeons operated on her back, and saved her spine, but had to amputate her foot

AF3

Ask the children to read pages 20 – 21, then ask them whether they think Stef’s initial reaction to Claudette is justified.

The children might suggest:

· Stef is justified in feeling shock, because nurses do not normally treat patients like this

· Stef is not behaving herself so it might be expected that someone would tell her so
AF3

When the children have read to the bottom of page 24, ask them to think about the paragraph which starts, “So, instead of sport…”. Ask them to discuss what this paragraph tells them about Stef’s personality?

The children might suggest the following:

· Stef is a competitive person and this comes out in many different ways

· Stef is looking for an outlet, other than sport

· Stef is a positive person and is focused on the things that she can do

AF6

What is the effect of the picture on page 51, given the description of the events surrounding Stef’s long jump at the Beijing Paralympics? Why do they think the author has included it?

The children might suggest:

· the picture makes you anxious that something bad is going to happen to Stef during the race; it’s been included to heighten the tension

· the picture shows people tripping over, and you automatically think that this is going to be Stef; it’s been included to make you tense

· Stef might do well if other people have tripped over

AF2
Ask the children to read to the end of page 55. Ask them to discuss Stef’s wrestle with her self-confidence – do they find this surprising?

Their discussion might include:

· she keeps winning, breaking records and doing well, yet she still has self doubt

· she does not give up, but has to constantly fight with herself to keep going

· most people would probably give up in her circumstances

AF6
Ask the children to read to the bottom of page 68, before asking them whether they find Stef’s reaction to her silver medal a surprise.

The children’s responses might be:

· no – she is always so hard on herself that it would be expected

· yes – she is always talking about being positive, so to have a negative reaction is a surprise

· yes – she just won a silver medal and she is disappointed

· Stef is positive, but she has to work hard to manage her emotions, so it is not surprising that she found it hard to come second
AF4 
Ask the children to read to the end of page 75, then ask them to discuss what they think the writer’s intention is by including the text on page 75. 

The children’s discussion might include:

· the idea that the text is supposed to be a positive statement to make others take inspiration from Stef’s struggle

· it might make the children feel that they can overcome personal struggles, like Stef has done

· it might be included so that the reader realizes that although Stef has achieved a great deal in her life, she still feels that she has a lot to give.
AF4
When the children have read to the end of the book, ask them to discuss the function of the timeline on pages 78 and 79. 

The children might discuss the following:

· the timeline acts as a summary of the whole text

· the timeline is used to put the events of Stef’s life in order
