A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Level 6 Comprehension Questions

AF2 High 5
When the children have finished reading Chapter 1, check their understanding by asking them to write down the main points of Egeus’ problem. 

The children should include:

· Egeus has arranged a marriage between his daughter Hermia and Demetrius

· Hermia refuses to marry Demetrius because she has fallen in love with Lysander

· Egeus does not want her to marry Lysander, he prefers Demetrius and he wants Theseus to agree that she should marry Demetrius or let him kill Hermia

Challenge the children’s understanding by asking them why Theseus does not simply agree with Egeus. 

· Theseus likes Hermia’s confident and respectful manner

· Theseus doesn't like Demetrius’ manner
· Theseus is trying to impress his own wife-to-be, Hippolyta, with his wisdom
AF3 High 5
When the children have read to the end of page 17, ask them why Helena reacted the way she did when she bumped into Hermia and Lysander. Discuss Helena’s reaction to the pair, and extend the discussion by asking the children to think about Hermia’s motivations for telling Helena about their intended elopement. 

The discussion should include the following points:

· Helena is in love with Demetrius, but he is now in love with Helena

· Helena reacts badly to seeing Hermia, whom she perceives to have stolen the heart of her love

· Hermia tells Helena about her intended elopement with Lysander as proof that she does not love Demetrius

· Hermia is unwise to share this information because in her bitterness, Helena will share the information with Demetrius to prove that Hermia does not love him (so she can win him back)

AF3 High 5
When the children had read to the end of Chapter 3, ask them to write down the main points of King Oberon’s plans to a) teach his wife a lesson and b) teach Demetrius a lesson too. 

The children’s responses should include:

· King Oberon has sent Puck, his mischief-maker, to retrieve some magical flowers

· when the flower’s juice is squeezed into the eyes of a victim, it makes them fall in love with the next creature they see

· Oberon plans to put this juice in the eyes of his wife so she falls in love with a creature in the forest

· He has asked Puck to put it in the eyes of Demetrius so that he falls back in love with Helena 

AF5 Low 6

Ask the children to compare the language that has been used on page 26 when Oberon is establishing his description of Demetrius, with page 33, where Puck is reviewing this description in the light of finding Lysander. What error is Puck making and why? 
The children should include:

· a young man, wearing the latest Athenian fashions – this fits both Lysander and Demetrius
· there is a young woman present whom Puck thinks is Helena, but is in fact Hermia

· The distance between Hermia and Lysander is caused by the tree root being uncomfortable, but Puck takes this distance to be caused by Demetrius’ dislike of Helena; he has mis-identified the two

AF2

When the children have read from page 44 to the end of page 47 ask them to discuss the events and discuss how they are intended to make the reader react.

The children should include the following details:

· Puck had an idea to play a trick on the actors

· Puck transformed Bottom’s head into the head of a donkey

· The other actors ran away from Bottom

· Queen Titania woke up and fell in love with donkey-Bottom

The children might include the following ideas for reader’s reactions:

· these events are humorous and are intended to make the read laugh

· the events add to the layers of complexity and might make some readers feel slightly confused – this might be considered an intended reaction by the author

AF4

When the children have read to the end of Chapter 6, ask them to discuss Puck’s relationship with Oberon. How do Puck’s actions affect Oberon’s mood?

The children’s discussion might include:

· Oberon is Puck’s master; Puck serves him

· Puck spends his time trying to make Oberon smile or laugh; he achieved this with the Titania – Bottom situation

· Oberon does not smile or laugh at Puck’s mix-ups (even if the reader may find them amusing); Oberon has a clear sense of what he wants to happen, he does not find mix-ups amusing

· Puck does not get cross at being told to sort things out
AF4 

Ask the children to read to the end of page 63. Ask them to discuss Oberon’s reaction to seeing Titania with Bottom and then Titania’s reaction to hers and Oberon’s conversation.

The children’s discussion might include:

· Oberon is annoyed that Titania is in love with someone else and is even jealous of Bottom, despite this being part of his own plan

· Oberon has grown weary of the night’s events owing to Puck’s mix-ups and confusions

· Titania can see that Oberon has a point about Bottom, but can not get past the fact that she is in love with him, despite his appearance

· Titania bursting into tears is a low point in the story because up until this point the events have been intentionally humorous and now there is a shift in the emotion
AF2
On page 72 Hermia mutters, “Better than catching my death of Dad.” What does she mean by this remark?

Children should refer back to the early part of the story, in which Hermia was threatened with death from her father for disobeying him.
AF6

Ask the children to read page 74, then discuss the effect the events on this page have on the reader. 

The children might include the following in their discussion:

· the events show the story is coming to an end, couples are starting to get matched up

· the way that love is portrayed comes across as soppy; this is emphasized by Theseus’ reaction to the two pairs 

· Theseus is happy that things have worked themselves out; it is quite humorous that he has come out of the events so well given that he had limited involvement 

AF5

When the children have read to the end of the story, ask them what they think is implied by the final paragraph:

“And with that, he turned and – unaware of the puckish laughter that echoed through the trees around them – led the party back to Athens”

Children might suggest:

· this paragraph implies that Puck finds the events of the night amusing

· there is an implication here that Puck has orchestrated the entire series of events for his own personal pleasure

· Puck has had a key role in the night’s events and he is pleased that everything has worked out so well
