
RReeaaddiinngg  aatt  hhoommee  iiss  ffuunn!! HHaavvee  ffuunn  wwiitthh  CChhrriissttmmaass  MMaatthhss

HHeerree  aarree  ssoommee  mmoorree  aaccttiivviittiieess  aanndd  iiddeeaass  tthhaatt  ppaarreennttss  ccaann
uussee  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  tthheeiirr  cchhiilldd’’ss  rreeaaddiinngg..  TThhee  iiddeeaass  bbeellooww  aarree  bbaasseedd  aarroouunndd
aa  lloovveellyy  ssttoorryy,,  GGoooodd  FFuunn  FFaarrmm bbyy  IIaann  WWhhyybbrrooww..

HHeerree  aarree  jjuusstt  aa  ffeeww  wwaayyss  yyoouu  ccaann  hhaavvee
ffuunn  wwiitthh  CChhrriissttmmaass  MMaatthhss  pprroobblleemmss..

Help your child to make his or her own skittles and
encourage him or her to read the instructions. Discuss what
he or she is doing and how he or she is making the skittles.

You will need:
• 10 empty plastic bottles with lids
• Paints
• Water
• Ball
• Paper and pens

1. Peel off any labels on your bottles,
wash them and allow them to dry.

2. Paint the bottles.
3. When you have finished, stand the

bottles upside down to dry.
4. On four of the bottles, write the

number 5. On three of the bottles, write the number 10.
On two of the bottles, write the number 15. On the last
bottle, write the number 20. These will be the score
gained if you knock the bottle over.

5. Fill the bottles with water to make them heavier.
Remember to put the lid back on!

6. Use a piece of paper for a
scoreboard.

7. Arrange the skittles in the shape of a
triangle.

8. Take turns to see how many you can
knock down by rolling a ball at
them. For each bottle that you knock
down, look at the number and add
up the total.

9. Repeat step 8 five times each. The
winner is the person who scores the
most points!

CClliiffff’’ss  ttoopp  ttiippss  ffoorr  ppaarreennttss::  HHooww  ttoo  rreeaadd  
wwiitthh  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd

HHooww  ccaann  II  hheellpp  mmyy  cchhiilldd  lleeaarrnn  ttoo  rreeaadd??

� Let your child see you reading and enjoying reading.

� Provide plenty of picture books, magazines, adverts,

posters, paper, pencils, crayons and pens so that your child

can play at reading (and writing).

� Read aloud to your child at least once a day.

� Children can see people doing other things they want to

learn to do (eg riding bicycles, writing, swimming) but

watching someone reading a newspaper doesn't 

help you discover what they are doing. Demonstrate 

what you are doing by reading aloud, sometimes 

running your finger along the printed words as you

read. Also reading aloud helps children acquire

knowledge about the way written language 

sounds so that they can predict text more easily

when they read for themselves.

� Make reading an emotionally rewarding

experience – cuddling your child as you read

creates pleasant associations which last

throughout life.

� Always answer children's questions about

print. From the age of two they often ask

‘What does that say?’. Next time you see

those words, ask your child if they 

remember what they say. (One researcher

asked 3000 three–year– olds what the

McDonalds sign said– they all knew!)

for more activities 
that parents can do 
with their children 
around reading – 
look over the page…

BBeeccoommiinngg  aa  ccoonnffiiddeenntt  rreeaaddeerr  ccaann  ooppeenn
uupp  aa  wwhhoollee  nneeww  wwoorrlldd  ttoo  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd..
RReeaaddiinngg  sshhoouulldd  aallwwaayyss  bbee  ffuunn..

WWhhaatt’’ss  tthhee  ssttoorryy  aabboouutt??
At Good Fun Farm, the animals are fed up. The sign says Good Fun Farm, but
they never have any fun. Then the smallest duckling makes an interesting
discovery and finds a football. Soon everyone on the farm is having fun. 

RReeaaddiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr
• Look at the cover together and talk about the title and the

picture.

• Look at the pictures and see if your child can predict what
the story will be about.

• Encourage your child to read the story to you and think
about the meaning.

• Check that your child can find and read the following
interest words in the story: animals, neigh(ed), replied,
moaned, thought, noise, bounced, brayed, woolly,
dribblers. Make it a game!

• Encourage him or her to vary expression when reading
aloud, using the punctuation as a guide.

• Look at pages 22–23 and discuss the picture of the football
match together.

• Good Fun Farm is about the importance of working
together to achieve something positive; in this case a fun
game that everyone can enjoy. Ask your child who he or
she thinks is the cleverest character in the story. Is it the
farmer? Or the smallest duckling? Ask him or her why he
or she thinks this.

WWaanntt  ttoo  pprriinntt  tthhiiss  aass  aann  aaccttiivviittyy  sshheeeett  ffoorr  
yyoouurr  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo  ttaakkee  hhoommee??  DDoowwnnllooaadd  iitt  aatt
wwwwww..ccoolllliinnssbbiiggccaatt..ccoomm  

AA  ffeeww  mmoorree  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss  ooff  wweebbssiitteess  wwiitthh  MMaatthhss  iiddeeaass  oonn  aa  CChhrriissttmmaass  tthheemmee……

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..nnoorrtthhppoollee..ccoomm    
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..tteess..ccoo..uukk//rreessoouurrcceehhuubb..aassppxx??nnaavvccooddee==7700  ((aanndd
ttyyppee  ‘‘CChhrriissttmmaass’’  iinnttoo  sseeaarrcchh))
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..eeddhheellppeerr..ccoomm//CChhrriissttmmaass..hhttmm
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..kkiiddzzoonnee..wwss//mmaatthh//cchhrriissttmmaass//iinnddeexx..hhttmm

SSppeeaakkiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr
These are some more animals that have joined the
football game.

Read what they say and think of a word to replace ‘said’
each time.

“I like sliding!” said the snake.

“I like hopping!” said the rabbit.

“I like playing on the wing!” 
said the bird.

Good Fun Farm is part of the 
Collins Big Cat series. To find out more download a full catalogue 
and FREE Collins Big Cat topics chart at www.collinsbigcat.com

These activities can be found in Collins New Primary Maths, Pupil Book 6A, pages 118-119

PPllaayyiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr

WWhhaatt  ccaann  II  ddoo  wwhheenn  mmyy  cchhiilldd  hhaass  ssttaarrtteedd  rreeaaddiinngg  oonn  hhiiss//hheerr  oowwnn??
� Continue reading aloud to your child– especially

texts which are too difficult for your child to read
alone.

� Share the books your child can read– take turns at
reading to speed up the action.� If, when your child is reading to you, he/she cannot

read a word, supply the word immediately.Attempting to sound it out will disrupt fluency and
attention to meaning.� Allow your child to substitute one word for another

which means the same– shop for supermarket, mum
for mother etc. Remember the toddlers and their
early walking and talking– word perfect reading
will develop with experience and practice. In any
case, fluent reading adults often do just this– it is a
sign that the reader is paying attention to the
meaning of what they are reading.� Encourage good reading habits by buying books as

presents and borrowing them from libraries–
research has shown that the most important factor
to affect children's progress in reading is theamount of reading done at home.� Make reading enjoyable– whenever it becomes a

chore or a bore do something else instead!!

Seasonal puzzles
Solve a problem and check that the answer is correct.

�

�
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