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Dear Parent, 

What is your child reading… and why?

We understand that, as a parent, you want to be included in the education of your child.  So, we thought that you might like to know more about the Collins Big Cat books we are currently using.
Some years ago, a researcher, interviewing children about their reading, asked a seven-year-old boy why he was learning to read at school.  “So I can stop”, he replied.  This perfectly illustrates that unless we promote positive attitudes to reading at every stage of the learning-to-read process, we are wasting our time.  We hope that your child will not only learn to read, but learn to love reading.
Which is where Collins Big Cat comes in.  Collins Big Cat is a reading series with a difference.  That difference lies chiefly in the quality and variety of fiction and non-fiction books, created by some of the most popular children's authors and illustrators that you will find in libraries and bookshops.  These are books that children love to read, and are indistinguishable from the books children choose to read, simply with the added support required to promote their development. 
So how does Collins Big Cat work?

Every Collins Big Cat book is banded into one of 17 book bands, so that we can give the right book to the right child, building their confidence and skills.  
Every Collins Big Cat book includes a unique Reading Response activity at the end of it.  This enables you and us to check that your child’s has understood the text and to encourage discussion about what he or she has read. 
You will also notice that at the back of the book there are some Ideas for Guided Reading which we will use in class and that you can use to support your child in ‘having a go’. Interest words are included, as well as ideas that you can talk about, plus some fun activities that you might want to try out.
As you can see, we love using Collins Big Cat books, and with your continued support are confident that we can help every child in this class become a confident and successful reader.
With best wishes, 

A. Teacher

For further information on the Collins Big Cat series we are using, please either drop in or visit www.collinsbigcat.com
