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Themed Activities: Dream Tree
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Belair On Display - Art
Inspired by Nature

Oreamm Tree

Y More ideas and activities

Dreamer Poems

A dream tree wall hanging made by pupils in Rotherham

A creative theme for poetry
writing and

Learning Objective Embroidered Wall

Towork as a group to plan and create a piece of community ar. Hangings

Explore textile patterns to make
an embroidered wall

Starting Points

Fabric Flowers
The project shown here started in school and was then taken into the community to the local wauth club, a church

Make beautiful textile lower
hieads for gifts and

drop in centre, a home for the elderly, a centre for adults with learning difficulties and a multicultural centre. At
each wvenue the people were asked to think ahout the local environment and to consider ways inwhich it could be
improved, and what they could do to help.

~® pckithe children what they think of their local environment. 1S there amthing about it that they would like to e
change? Can they think of ways to improve it? Draw up awish list CL._ View On Di5p|ayr books

“® Does the school have links with the local community groups? Define a group or groups to waork with and

Belair On Display -
ask children to design a gquestionnaire and carry out & survey to find outwhat people think of the lacal area. play

Projects Inspired by the
~® Once children have the results, you can bedin to plan what your swall hanging will ook like. In the featured Olympics
project, itwwas decided that the best form to create was a tree that would carry all the dreams of the
community and would hopefully bear fruit. Because the tree was going to be a dream tree it could be bright ’
and unnatural, and swe opted for a shocking pink trunk and bright red, yellowy and orange leaves. On the

underside of each leafthe dreams, messages and aspirations were written.

Belair On Display -
Projects Inspired by
Stories

Make = Belair On Display - Art

Inspired by Recycling
“® Finda large piece of hlack fabric — perhaps an old backout curtain — far the backdrop and gather the other
mmaterials that you will need: Unwanted clothing, curtains and sheets inyour chosen colours, bright swools

in all shads and weights, hessian, sequing, latex glue, rug prodders, weaving sticks, French knitting
bobhbing, white iron-on interfacing, fine permanent markers ar fahric pens.

Make as many lengths of French knitting and stick weaving as possible.

Twiist the lengths of knitting into a tree trunk and attach them to the backdground with [atex glue.

izreate the leaves by ironing the interfacing onto the back of the red, yellow and arange falrics.
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Aglk children to draw and cut out many leaves . \Write each dream orwish on the white side of a leafusing a !
fmarker pen. Glue sequins to the colodred side of the leaf.

v

Firmmly glue the finished leaves at the stalk end only to the background fabric to enable people to turn the
leaves and read the messages.

v

Mowe create the grass and lettering. Using a felt tipped pen, draw the letters to spell 'Dream Tree' in
reverse onto rectangles of hessian.

v

LIsing the pen rugging technigque, work the letters in red and the surrounding areas in shades of green.

“® Glue the tectangles across the bottom of the fabric.

& Tip

Ifyou want to display the finished waork in community venues make sure thatyou use simple technigues and
create awall hanging that is extremely portable.

Activities

~# pskchildren to create a slogan or title far the wall hanging, using alliteration if possible. For example,
‘Wishes of Wheatley', 'Dreams of Doncaster' or 'Rooted in Rotherham'.

% Cutthe letters out af bright fatric and glue them to the wall hanging.

% workouta programme for displaying the finished worl; atwvenues in the local area.

Develop and Extend

Mo evenyone has written theirwish for the community which ideas are feasible and who can help to get the ideas
started? Lively discussion groups should follow.,
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