
Mathematical Vocabulary

Other useful mathematical vocabulary terms

Year 1 definition: Year 2 definition: bar model: a diagram  
to show how wholes  
are partitioned into  
parts

inverse: The operation which 
reverses another operation. 
Addition is the inverse of 
subtraction, doubling is the 
inverse of halving.

Terms to describe strategies for 
mental or written calculations

The mathematically correct terms for the components of equations

2  6 = 12multiplicand

multiplicand: the number being 
multiplied

multiplier: the 
number that you are 
multiplying by

2   6  = 12

    multiplier

In division, a dividend is divided by a divisor to find a quotient.

In multiplication, a multiplicand and a multiplier are 
multiplied to find a product.

In addition, an addend and an addend are added to find 
a sum. 

dividend: the  
whole before  
it is divided

In subtraction, a subtrahend is subtracted from 
a minuend to find the difference.

These terms should  be used from year 1!

14 — 10 =   4 difference

14 —  10  = 4

subtrahend

14 — 10 = 4

minuend


