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Are Haiti and the Philippines risky places to live?


Purpose

The purpose of this enquiry is to investigate the concepts of risk and vulnerability in relation to natural hazards. The pupils begin by asking what makes a place risky? This question is designed to open up responses and acts as a platform for delving deeper into the concepts of risk and vulnerability with increasing complexity. Through this introduction, pupils will be able to consider their own locations and to identify factors that create risk. 

Central to this enquiry are the key geographical issues of population growth, rural to urban migration and global disparity. Through examining the concept of ‘risky places’, pupils will begin to recognise that the causal factors will vary from place to place and that some places are consequently more risky than others. Having built up a conceptual understanding of risk, the pupils progress through the enquiry by developing their analytical skills whilst examining trends in natural disasters.

There are some interesting trends that emerge from the data and pupils are encouraged to spend time looking for and explaining patterns, and linking these to increases in population as well as improved reporting and recording processes. Central to this enquiry is developing a deep understanding of the factors that increase or decrease the vulnerability of people to natural disasters. Initially, pupils are supported in developing an understanding of these factors, before being encouraged to explain how these factors increase or decrease risk and vulnerability. 

The enquiry focuses on two places that have suffered significant loss of life, over time and in recent high profile natural disasters – Haiti and the Philippines. Both of these nations illustrate the risks that vulnerable people face from a range of hazards, and pupils are asked to apply their knowledge and understanding to these countries to analyse exactly why people there are more vulnerable. Pupils are then asked to focus on either Haiti or the Philippines – in particular, the Haiti earthquake in 2010 or Typhoon Haiyan in 2013. 

Pupils are given opportunities to use GIS within the enquiry. Reducing risk and vulnerability is a key part of the work of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, so the enquiry finishes by introducing the pupils to the Tenorio family, who were tragically impacted upon by the events in the Philippines in 2013. Pupils are supported in developing and making creative products that use appropriate technology to reduce risk and vulnerability. This allows them to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding in an engaging and practical way, and could be the basis for some interesting cross-curricular work with Design, Technology and Science.
Aims

Through this enquiry, pupils will be challenged and supported to:

· Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places, including their defining physical and human geographical characteristics, and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of geographical processes.
· Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.
· Interpret a range of sources of geographical information about physical and human processes to reach substantiated conclusions and judgements consistent with the evidence, and communicate these in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
· Reflect on their own worldview of current geographical issues and challenges, and communicate their feelings and ideas appropriately.
Links to Key Stage 3 subject content

Pupils should be taught to:

Locational knowledge

· Extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries, including the key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities of Asia.

Place knowledge

· Understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places.

Human and physical geography

· Understand through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales the key processes in:

· Physical geography relating to weather and climate and tectonic processes.
· Human geography relating to population, urbanisation and international development.

· Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence and change landscapes and environments.

Geographical skills and fieldwork

· Build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases, and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom.
· Interpret topographical and thematic mapping, and aerial and satellite photographs.
· Use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse and interpret places and data.
Possible assessable outcomes

· A creative piece of work (video, presentation, poster, etc.) to show understanding of risk and vulnerability in one named location, focusing on a recent natural disaster. Alternatively, the final task could assess pupils by asking them to develop prototypes and create sales pitches in a Dragons’ Den style.
Question 5.2: Is the world experiencing more disasters?

Use the four graphs featured on the next few pages and the instructions from the Student Book to analyse these graphs.
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Disasters and risky places: Question 5.4: Why are the Philippines and Haiti risky places to live?

Why are the Philippines and Haiti risky places to live?

Group task:

Having completed the research framework and considered why hazards become disasters in these places, you will now need to work with a small group to produce an outcome piece of work that demonstrates your skills, knowledge and understanding of disasters and risky places. This work has to focus on either the Philippines or Haiti.

Your group will have to decide which country to focus on and how you will present your research. You could choose to:

· Design and produce a video news report using an app like iMovie or a programme such as moviemaker

· Construct a presentation using software or apps such as PowerPoint, emaze, or prezi

· Design and produce a large poster

If you have other creative ideas, then discuss these with your teacher. However you choose to present your research, your work must contain the following four sections:

· Background to the country – Location, geographic features, population statistics

· Why is the country at risk? – Focus on all the factors that cause vulnerability of the population and increase risk from disasters

· What happened on... – Focus on a specific disaster event covering:

· Causes: what factors combined to cause the disaster?

· Effects: what effect did the disaster have on people, the economy and the environment?

· Response: how did people, government and aid agencies react to the disaster in the hours, days, weeks, months and years afterwards?

A clear conclusion that sums up why the country is a risky place to live for some people

The best work will include further research and references to other disaster events the country has experienced. Your work must make use of the information in the Student Book, the supporting material from the Teacher Book and include images, maps, animation and video where appropriate.

Extending your enquiry

You could make use of the ‘add image overlay’ feature in Google Earth to create a hazard map. You can easily create image overlays to show population density, earthquake shake maps, damage maps etc. Ask your teacher for further guidance.

You can also build your own storm track maps (http://csc.noaa.gov/hurricanes/#) and you can search for GIS layers. Try ‘Haiti 2010 kml’ or ‘Typhoon Haiyan crisis map’. 

Search for ‘Haiti 2010 before and after’ and ‘Haiti 2010 360 degree street view’ or go to http://immersivemedia.com/content/ and look for Philippines Haiyan to take an interactive tour of the 
disaster zone. 

Read about disaster recovery: http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/jan/27/port-au-prince-collision-progress-haiti-earthquake



Question 5.5: How can you reduce vulnerability to hazards?

Use the following guidance to persuade people that your product or idea is the most effective:

Remember: Speaker ‘Do’s

1
Stand up straight. Do not slump, lean, or sway when speaking.
2
Speak slowly and clearly, pronouncing words correctly.
3
Look at the audience. Speakers will be viewed as better informed and more sincere if they make eye contact with the audience.
4
Emphasise main points by letting your voice rise and fall.
5
Use gestures and facial expressions to express an idea and to show enthusiasm for your topic.
6
Use note cards to guide you in speaking.
7
Practise your speech.
8
Be excited and motivated. The audience will ‘catch’ your enthusiasm.
9
Dress to complement your speech, not to detract from your delivery.
10 Relax, be proud of your accomplishment!

Remember to be persuasive

1
Remember to open with an interesting or shocking start; make it memorable and get their interest!

2
Use rhetorical questions to get people thinking like you.
3
Use plenty of facts that will support your product or argument.
4
Talk about what it could do for the audience and how it could improve their lives.
5
Use a caring, assured voice.
6
Engage the whole audience by giving them plenty of eye contact.
Use the peer assessment grid on the next page to assess the different presentations.

Consider the seven points in the table. Give each group a score out of five for each of the points.

	Group name:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1.
Did they grab your interest from the beginning?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2.
Did they back up what they said with facts and statistics?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3.
Did they say why and how this would reduce vulnerability to hazards?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4.
Did they use rhetorical questions effectively?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5.
Did they speak confidently and clearly?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6.
Did they make plenty of eye contact?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7.
Did they ensure that their idea or product was affordable and easy to make?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total score:
	


Country name and location:





Sketch map, including hazards and key geographical features:





Key geographical facts:





Range and examples of hazards faced:





Why do hazards in this country become disasters? (Try to draw together different ideas from this sheet and your research)





Insert two images to illustrate:
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