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Activity P5.1a Introduction to magnetism
Learning objectives

· Describe the forces between magnets, and between magnets and magnetic materials.
· Distinguish between the magnetic properties of soft iron and steel.

Learning outcomes

· Be able to describe the forces between magnets, and between magnets and magnetic materials.
· Be able to distinguish between the magnetic properties of soft iron and steel.

Resources

Student Book pages 198–200
Files found at www.collins.co.uk: P5_1a_Tech_notes

Approach

Introduce the activity
Ask students what they know about magnets. As a class, produce a list of things that students know about magnetism.
Develop the activity
Discuss the content on page 199 of the Student Book about magnets repelling and attracting. If possible, demonstrate the alignment of a bar magnet as shown in Figure 5.2 on page 199. Students can discuss the questions on page 199 in pairs to check understanding.
Now move on to discuss magnetically hard and soft materials. Ask students to work with a partner to make a summary of this content and to answer the questions on page 200.
Finish the activity
Ask students to work with a partner to make a summary of the key points of this activity. After a short while, bring the class together to compare their summaries with the stated learning outcomes of this activity.
Discuss why the two differ, if there are differences.
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