
Topic 1.1: Length and time
Technician’s notes
Activity P5.2b Current
Technician’s notes
Be sure to check the latest safety notes on these resources before proceeding.
The following resources are needed for the static wig demonstration:
	Van de Graaff generator

	wig of long hair to place on dome



It is important for the safety of the operator that the base of the Van de Graaff generator is properly earthed.
A wig made from strips of paper is effective.
The following resources are needed for the static circuits demonstration:
	Van de Graaff generator

	neon lamp

	microammeter (1 A resolution)

	high voltage supply

	leads (preferably with transparent insulation so that the metal core is visible)



Subdued lighting makes it easier for students to see the glow of the neon lamp. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A scalamp or light-spot galvanometer works best, but you must be careful to work down through the ranges from the least sensitive to the most sensitive in order to avoid overloading it.
Be careful when dealing with high voltage supplies – always use the output with the built-in safety resistor.
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