
Topic 1.1: Length and time
Technician’s notes
Activity P5.2a Electric charge
Technician’s notes
Be sure to check the latest safety notes on these resources before proceeding.
The following resources are needed for the demonstrations in the introduction and at the end of the activity:
	Van de Graaff generator and rubber balloon

	metal sphere on insulating handle

	lead to connect sphere to base of generator

	strips of cellulose acetate and strips of polythene



SAFETY INFORMATION: General safety precautions apply when using electrostatic generators. It is important for the safety of the demonstrator that the base of the generator is properly earthed. No student or member of staff should have electrical items in their pockets, metal in their body or a pacemaker.
The following resources are needed for the class practical P5.2a, per group:
	woollen cloth

	two strips of cellulose acetate, two strips of polythene and one strip of wood

	hair dryer

	small evaporating dish



The experiment works best if the materials are dry.
The following resources are needed for the demonstration on charging balloons in the main part of the activity:
	pair of rubber balloons and thread to suspend the balloons

	pair of clamp stands from which to suspend balloons

	cellulose acetate strip and polythene strip

	woollen cloth and hair dryer



The demonstration works best if the equipment is dry. Liberal use of a hair dryer may help.
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