P1.3: Mass and weight
Topic 1.3: Mass and weight
Topic 1.3: Mass and weight
P1.3a Weighing objects

In this practical you will use spring balances to weigh objects around the classroom.
Apparatus
spring balance
selection of objects to weigh (at least five different objects)
SAFETY INFORMATION
Make sure that any object you weigh is securely attached to the spring balance so that it does not fall on someone’s foot.
Do not overload spring balances.
Method
[image: 54488_1]1. Adjust the scale of the spring balance so that the pointer is aligned with the ‘zero’ mark.
2. Place an object in the pan.
3. Record the reading on the scale using a table like this one.

	Object
	Weight/N

	
	



4. Repeat steps 1 to 3 for at least five different objects.
Handling experimental observations and data
5. What would the mass of each object be? Write your answers in a table like this.
	Object
	Mass/kg

	
	



6. Where must your line of site be in order to make sure that the reading is as accurate as possible?
Planning and evaluating investigations
7. How could you check your measurements?
[bookmark: _GoBack]8. Why do you need to adjust the scale of the spring balance each time?
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