
'The reading ethos within our school has changed since having  
Collins Big Cat. Children strive to read and enjoy more books and  
it has definitely had the impact we wanted.'’  
KATIE ROWLEY – ENGLISH AND MFL CO-ORDINATOR, NEW INVENTION JUNIOR SCHOOL

Thousands of schools love  
reading with Collins Big Cat.  
Here's just a few reasons why...

‘'Collins Big Cat was a fantastic choice. The books are all  
bright and modern and there is plenty of variety to interest  
all the children. My class just can't wait to change their  
reading books now!'’ 
RUBY GARDINER – EYFS AND KEY STAGE 1 LEADER, GODMANCHESTER SCHOOL, CAMBRIDGESHIRE

'The scheme also allows for older children with reading difficulties 
to have age-appropriate stories with simple writing so they are not 
feeling different from their peers.'’ 
LOUISE CROKER – HEAD TEACHER, ST. GEORGE'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL  

'Having a huge variety of genres will help the children and 
increase their vocabulary because there's all sorts of different 
books at a good level.'’ ’ 
KATE SAUNDERS – SENIOR TEACHER, ST GEORGE'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Learning objectives: know how to tackleunfamiliar words that are not completelydecodable; use syntax and context to buildtheir store of vocabulary when reading formeaning; speak with clarity and useappropriate intonation when reading andreciting texts; explain their reactions totexts, commenting on important aspects;consider how mood and atmosphere arecreated in live performance

Curriculum links: Citizenship: Living in adiverse world; Music: Play it again; Art:Portraying relationships
Interest words: firefly, forecast, down-pouring, advisable, ensure, alligator,sugarcake, cold-shoulder

Word count: 958

Resources: The Poetry Archive websiteGetting started
• Look at the front cover together. Read the title and the blurb with the 

children. Explain that a firefly is a type of beetle that glows in the dark.

• Read through the contents together. Support children to decode new and 

unfamiliar words. Model using a range of strategies, e.g. looking for parts of

words that are familiar, and using their knowledge of other similar words. 

• Ask children to select a poem title which appeals to them and explain why 

to the rest of the group.
Reading and responding
• Ask children to turn to the poem that they have selected and read it quietly 

to themselves. Invite children to tell the group something that they liked 

about their choice.
• Model reading the poem ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Firefly’ aloud with expression.  

Reread the poem and ask children to close their eyes and make a picture 

in their mind’s eye.
• Ask the children to read the book independently and aloud to p21. Remind 

them that they may wish to read each poem more than once, and that 

they may wish to think about the pictures that the poem paints in their 

mind’s eye.

Ideas for readingWritten by Clare Dowdall PhD Lecturer and Primary Literacy Consultant
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'There is a comprehensive Assessment Tool 
for all the teachers and detailed notes for  
teaching texts.' 
LOUISE CROKER – HEAD TEACHER,  
ST. GEORGE'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Looking to invest in Collins Big Cat for  
your school? 

Discover more at  
www.collins.co.uk/CollinsBigCat

Product:  My Account Log out
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READING ASSESSMENT TOOL

Search  Edit

LIVE CHAT

NEED HELP?
Sessions

25 Aug 2015 Billy Bottomley 03. At the Park Notes section 1 Notes section 2 100.00

25 Aug 2015 Billy Bottomley 11. The Sun and the Wind Notes section 1 Notes section 2 98.00

25 Aug 2015 Billy Bottomley 16. The Football Match Notes section 1 Notes section 2 100.00

16 Jul 2015 Billy Bottomley 06. The Three Little Pigs Notes section 1 Notes section 2 98.00

15 Jul 2015

1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10

Billy Bottomley 21. The Wooden Horse Notes section 1 Notes section 2 98.00

Session Date First Name Last Name Book Notes
Accuracy

Reading accuracy Common miscues for this learner 

96

80

64

48

32

16

0
Aug 25

Hesitation
Omission
Repetition
Self Correction
Substitution

Jul 16 Jul 15

Reading Assessment

Contact our helpdesk us now on

0800 000 0000
or email

help@bigcatdesk.co.uk
or click
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