	Worksheet 3.46
	Does rainfall affect water supply?


Below are two rainfall graphs – one for the American mid-west, Mary-Lou’s home area, and one for northern Ghana, Yawo’s home. Answer the following questions:

1
Write a description of the rainfall pattern over the year for each location.

2
Calculate the total rainfall for each location.

3
Compare the totals. Then compare the way in which each area has its rainfall distributed throughout the year with the water demands of its population.


Note that northern Ghana is a rural region, with most people living in scattered villages and small towns. Population density here is relatively low. The American mid-west includes large cities like Phoenix, Arizona which, with its surrounding suburbs, has a population over 4 million. Population density is relatively high. Remember that the higher standard of living in the USA means that people want more water for home and leisure activities. Agriculture and industry are also on a much larger scale than in northern Ghana.

4
Think about what other factors affect the amount of water available for human use.
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