	Worksheet 3.48
	How challenging is your natural environment?


Explore the landscape and environment around your home using a variety of resources. Some ideas are listed below:

· Present-day maps – these will show how people use your landscape today.

· Historical maps – what was your area like in the past? Go back as early as possible to get an idea of the landscape’s appearance before people exploited it.

· Maps showing geology, natural vegetation and relief will also help you appreciate your landscape before people lived in it and used it.

· Climate graphs, including precipitation and temperature.

· Other climatic data such as hours of sunshine, length of growing season, wind speed.

Now answer these questions:

1
Write a description of your area’s natural landscape as it appeared before people used it.
2
Make two lists:

(a)
The resources and attractions of your area – what would make people in the past want to live there?

(b)
The difficulties the environment of your area creates for people trying to make a living there.

3
Answer the question at the top of this Worksheet: How challenging is your natural environment? To do this, use a rating system: 0 means an area is uninhabitable and 10 is an area that is perfect for human habitation. Decide how you would rate your home environment and explain your reasons.

Compare your ideas with those of other members of your class.

4
Now compare your home area with some of the difficult environments you have already studied in the Student Book, for example tropical rainforests or hot deserts (Topic 2.5).
5
If you had a choice, which of these challenging environments would you prefer to live in?

(a)
Tropical rainforest

(b)
Hot desert

(c)
Mountains

(d)
Polar region


Give reasons for your answer.


(Note: Worksheet 3.50 deals with polar regions, so it might be more useful to answer question 5 after doing the research for the next Worksheet.)
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