	Worksheet 3.47
	Water transfer schemes


California already has a number of water transfer schemes aiming to improve the water resources available for its huge demand. The Los Angeles example quoted in the Student Book, in which water is moved over 300km, is extremely expensive – but wealthier MEDCs have the money to operate such schemes, should they wish.

One scheme involves damming the southern half of James Bay (the southern extension of Hudson Bay in Canada), and pumping this water into the Great Lakes through the James Bay Tunnel. From here it could be distributed to the drier Prairie Provinces in western Canada and to large areas of the USA, by transferring it between the major river basins.

Study the map below.
1
Describe the water movements proposed.

2
Research the climate around Hudson Bay, paying particular attention to precipitation levels.

3
Comment on the likely benefits and problems of such a large-scale scheme. (Write at least two paragraphs.)
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