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Word Families

Aim: 	Students build vocabulary by developing understanding of word families and 	derivatives of root words.

1. Draw a person on the board (a stick figure is fine). Ask students to give the figure a name.
2. Tell students that (FIGURE NAME) has done something important recently and ask them to suggest what they have done. This needs to be something that has been achieved with some effort, so keep asking until a suitable answer is given, e.g. the person has passed an exam or a driving test, or won an award or medal.
3. Draw something on the board (or invite a student to do it) that indicates that (NAME) succeeded in the activity. Ask students what verb could be used to describe the situation and elicit ‘succeed’.
4. Write on the board: ‘(NAME) succeeded in (passing their driving test)’.
5. Ask students if they can think of another way to express the same idea using words formed from ‘succeed’, e.g. ‘(NAME) successfully passed their driving test. / (NAME) was successful (adjective) in passing their driving test. / The driving test was a success (noun)’.
6. Ask students to name the part of speech for each sentence.
7. Explain that when they are learning new vocabulary, it can be useful to learn all forms of the word.
8. Tell students to complete the worksheet.


Suggested Extension Activities

a. Students investigate other words that can be added to the word families table.
b. Ask students to think of 10 words and write them on small pieces of paper. Make cards with the words for the parts of speech: NOUN, VERB, ADJECTIVE and ADVERB. In pairs or small groups, students turn over one word and one part of speech card. They then try to form the part of speech indicated. If the group agrees the word is correct, then the group wins one point.
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