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Vocabulary in Context

Aim: 	Students develop skills in predicting the meaning of unknown vocabulary through an analysis of surrounding context.

1. Write the following sentence on the board: ‘She sat down on the mopt because she was mopt from mopting all day.’
2. Ask students to identify what is strange about the sentence. (It contains nonsense words.) 
3. Tell students to rewrite the sentence, changing the nonsense words so the sentence makes sense.
4. Ask students to share their ideas.
5. Ask students to explain how they decided which words to use (e.g. ‘-ing’ possibly indicates a verb, a noun follows ‘the’).
6. Explain that when we read a text that contains unknown vocabulary, we can often use clues in the context to help us to understand the words.
7. Tell students to complete Exercise 1 in the worksheet. Ask them to share their ideas with the class. 
8. Ask students if they can think of any words that could correctly replace the nonsense words. Students could be given the first letter of the words if necessary.
9. Show students Supporting Materials (1). Ask them to use these words to complete the paragraph.
10. Tell students to look up the key word from the title of the paragraph in their dictionary and to use the Vocabulary in Context box to check their answers.
11. Explain to students that it can also be useful to contextualise new vocabulary with known vocabulary from the same topic area.
12. Tell students to complete Exercise 2 in the worksheet. This could be done with a time limit, or as a competition to find out which student/pair comes up with the most unusual words.
13. Ask students to mingle in the room to find five new words to add to their list.
14. Tell students to complete Exercise 3 in the worksheet. Students could be given the first letter of the words if necessary.
15. Show students Supporting Materials (2). Ask them to use these words to complete the paragraph.

Suggested Extension Activities

a. Students create their own Vocabulary in Context paragraphs on a topic of their choice. This could be turned into a class resource in the form of a booklet.
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Using Supporting Materials (3), ask students to work in pairs. Students should help their partner to complete their text without directly revealing the words that can replace the nonsense words. 
© HarperCollins Publishers Ltd


image1.jpg
Collins | COBUILD




