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Frequency

Aim: 	Students learn about word frequency and identify high and low frequency synonyms.

1. Cut up the Synonyms Flashcards from Supporting Materials. Put students into groups of four. Give each student a word from Group 1 (i.e. good, enjoyable, nice, pleasant).
2. Tell students that the words are synonyms. Ask them to rank the words according to the frequency with which they are used in English, from lowest to highest frequency and stand in that order, e.g. if they think ‘good’ used the most frequently, the person with that card should stand in position four.
3. Tell students to use their dictionary to check if their predictions are correct. (Note: The Intermediate dictionary will only tell students if the word is high or low frequency; the Advanced (and online) dictionary gives frequency bandings.)
4. Ask students if any of the results are surprising.
5. Repeat –steps 2–4 with the words in Groups 2–6.
6. Cut up the Topic Flashcards from Supporting Materials.
7. Put students in pairs. Then give each pair a complete set of cards and tell them that the words can be grouped into five different topics.
8. Tell students to sort the words into five categories, and to give each category a name.
9. Ask students to share their ideas with the class.
10. Then ask students to sort the cards into order of frequency, within each topic.
11. Tell students to check their answers using their dictionary.
12. Ask students to use their knowledge of frequency, and their dictionary, to help them to complete the worksheet.


Suggested Extension Activities

a. Give students a topic or ask them to choose their own. Then ask them to brainstorm words from the topic. Students then predict whether they think the words are high or low frequency vocabulary items.
b. Students work in pairs or small groups to make a frequency quiz for their classmates. They should choose either topics or synonyms and use their dictionary to identify three or four words. They present these to the class, who then predict the order of frequency. Points can be awarded to the teams who have the most accurate list.
c. Students write sentences showing understanding of the target vocabulary from the worksheet. 
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