AS Chemistry for AQA 


Investigative and Practical Skills
Information and guidance
Unit 3 in AS Chemistry is the practical element of the course. There are two parts to this unit, the Practical Skills Assessment (PSA) and the Investigative Skills Assignment (ISA). Further information on PSAs and ISAs can be found in section 3.3 of the 2008 A Level specification which is available on the AQA website: http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/chemistry_new.php
PSA
For the PSA candidates have to carry out six practical tasks covering the three areas of chemistry, i.e. physical, organic and inorganic. They can achieve a maximum of two marks for each task. Suggested experiments suitable for the AS course can be found on the AQA website although alternative experiments can be chosen by individual centres if they wish.
ISA
Two ISAs for the AS course are set each year by AQA. For each ISA, AQA provide the paper, the technician’s guide and the mark scheme and they remain confidential until the information is released in September. Candidates are allowed one attempt at each ISA for that year, but only need to complete one for the AS award. If both are done then the best mark should be submitted by the centre. There are coursework advisers available if help is needed.

