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Foreword for language teachers

The Easy Learning Spanish Grammar ¢ Practice is designed to be used with both young and
adultlearners,asagroup revisionand practice bookto complementyour course book
during classes, orasarecommended text for self-study and homework/coursework.

The text specifically targets learners fromab initio to intermediate or GCSE level, and
thereforeits structural contentand vocabulary have been matched to the relevant
specificationsuptoandincluding Higher GCSE.

Theapproachaimstodevelop knowledge and understanding of grammarand to improve
theability oflearnerstoapply it by:

e defining parts of speech at the start of each majorsection, with examplesin English
toclarify concepts

e minimizing the use of grammar terminology and providing clear explanations of
terms bothwithinthe textandinthe Glossary

e illustratingall points with examples (and theirtranslations) based on topicsand
contexts whicharerelevantto beginnerand intermediate course content

e providing exercises which allow learners to practice grammar points

The text helpsyou develop positiveattitudes to grammarlearning inyour classes by:

e giving clear, easy-to-follow explanations

e highlighting useful Tips to deal with common difficulties

e summarizing Key points at the end of sections to consolidatelearning
e illustrating Key points with practice examples

Inadditiontofostering successand buildinga thorough foundation in Spanish grammar,
the optional Grammar Extra sections will encourage and challenge your learners to further
theirstudiesto higherandadvanced levels.



Introduction for students

Whetheryou are starting tolearn Spanish fortheveryfirsttime, brushing up on topicsyou
have studied inclass, orrevising foryour GCSE exams, the Easy Learning Spanish Grammar ¢
Practice is here to help.This easy-to-userevision and practice guide takes you through all the
basicsyou will need to speakand understand modern, everyday Spanish.

Newcomers can sometimes struggle with the technical terms they come across when they

startto explore the grammar of a new language.The Easy Learning Spanish Grammar ¢ Practice
explainshow to gettogripswithall the parts of speech you will need to know, using simple
language and cutting outjargon.

Thetextisdividedintosections, each dealingwith a particulararea of grammar.
Each section can bestudied individually,as numerous cross-references in the text guide
you torelevant pointsinothersections ofthe book forfurtherinformation.

Every majorsection begins with an explanation of thearea of grammar covered on the
following pages. For quick reference, these definitions arealso collected together on pages
viii-xii ina glossary of essential grammar terms.

Whatis averb?
Averb isa'doing word which describes what someone or something does, what
someoneorsomethingis, orwhat happenstothem, forexample, be, sing, live.

Each grammar pointinthetextisfollowed by simple examples of real Spanish, complete
with English translations, helping you understand the rules. Underlining has been used in
examples throughout the text to highlight the grammatical point being explained.

» InordersandinstructionstellingsomeoneTO DO something, the pronoun joinsontothe
end of theverb toform oneword.
AylGdame. Help me.
Acompananos. Comewith us.

InSpanish,aswithanyforeignlanguage, thereare certain pitfallswhich have to be avoided.
Tips and Information notes throughout the text are useful reminders of the things that
oftentriplearnersup.

Don't forget to use personal a before indefinite pronouns
referring to people when they are the object of a verb.

éViste a alguien? Did you see anybody?
No vi a nadie. Ididn't see anybody.

Key points sumup all the important factsabouta particulararea of grammar, to save you
timewhenvyouarerevising and help you focus on the main grammatical points.

Vi



KEY POINTS
v/ Like otheradjectives, Spanish indefinite adjectives (such as otro and
todo), must agree with what they describe.
v/ They go before the noun towhich they relate.

After each Key pointyou canfind a number of exercises to help you practice all the important
grammatical points.You can find the answer to each exercise on pages 277-294.

Ifyou think youwould like to continue with your Spanish studies to a higherlevel, check out
the Grammar Extra sections.These are intended foradvanced students who are interested
inknowingalittlemoreabout the structures they will come across beyond GCSE.

Grammar Extral
poris often combined with other Spanish prepositions and words, usually to

show movement.

Salté por encima de la mesa. She jumped overthetable.
Nadamos por debajo del puente. We swam under the bridge.
Pasaron por delante de Correos. They went past the post office.

Finally, the supplement at the end of the book contains Verb Tables, where7important
Spanishverbs (both regularandirregular) are conjugated in full. Examples show you how to
use theseverbsinyourownwork.

We hope thatyou will enjoy using the Easy Learning Spanish Grammar ¢ Practice and find it
useful in the course of your studies.

Vi



Glossary of Grammar Terms

ABSTRACT NOUN a word used to refer
toaquality, idea, feeling or experience,
ratherthana physical object, for
example, size, reason, happiness.
Compare with concrete noun.

ACTIVE aform of theverb thatis used
when the subject of theverbisthe
personorthing doing theaction, for
example, | wrote a letter. Compare with
passive.

ADJECTIVE a'describing’ word that
tellsyou more abouta person or thing,
such astheirappearance, colour, size or
other qualities, forexample, pretty, blue,
big.

ADVERB a word usually used with
verbs, adjectives or otheradverbs that
gives more information about when,
where, how orin what circumstances
something happensortowhat degree
somethingistrue, forexample, quickly,
happily, now, extremely, very.

AGREE (to) in the case of adjectives
and pronouns, to have the correct word
ending orformaccording towhether
whatis referred tois masculine,
feminine, singularor plural; inthe case
of verbs, to have the form which goes
with the person orthing carrying out
theaction.

APOSTROPHE S anending (‘s) added to
anountoshow who orwhat someone
orsomething belongs to, forexample,
Danielle’s dog, the doctor’s wife, the book’s
cover.

ARTICLE aword likethe, aandan,

whichisusedinfrontofanoun.Seealso
definite article, indefinite article.

AUXILIARY VERB averbsuch asbe,
have or do used with a main verb toform
tensesand questions.

BASE FORM theform of the verb
withoutany endings added toit, for
example, walk, have, be, go.

Vil

CARDINAL NUMBER a number used
in counting, forexample, one, seven,
ninety. Compare with ordinal number.

CLAUSE a group of words containing
averb.

COMPARATIVE an adjective or adverb
with -eron the end of it or more or less
infrontof it thatis used to compare
people, things oractions, forexample,
slower, less important, more carefully.

COMPOUND NOUN awordforaliving
being, thingoridea, whichis made up
of two or more words, forexample, tin-
opener, railway station.

CONCRETE NOUN aword that refers
toanobjectyou cantouch with your
hand, ratherthantoaquality oridea,
forexample, ball, map, apples. Compare
with abstract noun.

CONDITIONAL averbformused to
talk about things that would happen or
would be true under certain conditions,
forexample, | would help you if I could. It
isalso used to say whatyouwould like
orneed, forexample, Could you give me
the bill?

CONJUGATE (to) togiveaverb
different endings according to whether
you arereferringtol, you, theyand so
on, and according towhetheryou are
referring to the present, past orfuture,
forexample, | have, she had, they will have.

CONJUGATION a group of verbs which
have the same endings as each otheror
changeaccording tothe same pattern.

CONJUNCTION awordsuchasand,
because or but that links two words or
phrases of a similartype ortwo parts
of asentence, forexample, Diane and

| have been friends for years; | left because
| was bored.

CONSONANT aletterthatisn'ta
vowel, forexample, b, f,m, s,v. Compare
with vowel.



CONTINUOUSTENSE averbtense
formed usingto beand the-ing form
of the mainverb, forexample, They're
swimming (present continuous);

He was eating (past continuous).

DEFINITE ARTICLE the word the.
Compare with indefinite article.

DEMONSTRATIVE ADJECTIVE one
of the words this, that, these and those
used with anountoreferto particular
peope or things, forexample, this
woman, that dog.

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN one

of the words this, that, these and those
usedinstead of anounto pointout
people orthings, forexample, That looks
fun.

DIRECT OBJECT a noun or pronoun
used with verbs to show who orwhat
isacted on by theverb. Forexample,

in He wrote a letterand He wrote me a
letter, letteris the direct object. Compare
indirect object.

DIRECT OBJECT PRONOUN aword
such asme, him, us and them which
isusedinstead of anountostand
inforthe person orthingdirectly
affected by the action expressed by the
verb. Compare with indirect object
pronoun.

ENDING aformaddedtoaverb, for
example, go —> goes, and to adjectives,
nounsand pronouns dependingon
whether they referto masculine,
feminine, singularor plural things or
persons.

EXCLAMATION a word, phrase or
sentence thatyou usetoshowyouare
surprised, shocked, angryand so on, for
example, Wow!; How dare you!; What a
surprise!

FEMININE aform of noun, pronoun or
adjective thatisusedtorefertoaliving
being, thingorideathatis not classed
asmasculine.

FUTURE averbtense used totalkabout

something that willhappen orwill be
true.

GENDER whetheranoun, pronoun
oradjectiveisfeminine or masculine.

GERUND averbformin English ending
in-ing, forexample, eating, sleeping.
IMPERATIVE theform of averb used
when giving orders and instructions,
forexample, Shut the door!; Sit down!;
Don't go!; Let’s eat.

IMPERFECT one of the verb tenses
usedtotalkabout the past, especially
indescriptions, and to say what was
happening or used to happen, for
example, It was sunny at the weekend; We
were living in Spain at the time; | used to
walk to school. Compare to preterite.

IMPERSONAL VERB a verb whose
subjectisit, but wheretheit does
not referto any specific thing, for
example, It's raining; It's 10 o’clock.

INDEFINITE ADJECTIVE one ofasmall
group of adjectives used to talk about
people orthingsinageneral way,
without sayingwho orwhat theyare,
forexample, several, all, every.

INDEFINITE ARTICLE the words aand
an. Compare with definite article.

INDICATIVE ordinary verb forms that
aren'tsubjunctive, such as the present,
preterite orfuture. Compare with
subjunctive.

INDEFINITE PRONOUN a smallgroup
of pronouns such as everything, nobody
and something, which are used to refer
to peopleorthingsinageneral way,
without saying exactly who or what
they are.

INDIRECT OBJECT a noun or pronoun
used with verbs to show who benefits
orisharmed by anaction. Forexample,
inl gave the carrot to the rabbit, the rabbit
istheindirect objectandthe carrotis
thedirect object. Compare with direct
object.

INDIRECT OBJECT PRONOUN a
pronoun used with verbs to show who
benefits oris harmed by anaction. For
example, in| gave him the carrot and

I gave it to him, himis the indirect object



and thecarrotanditare thedirect
objects. Compare with direct object
pronoun.

INDIRECT QUESTION a question that
isembedded inanother question or
instruction such as Can you tell me what
time it is?; Tell me why you did it. Also
used forreported speech suchas He
asked me why | did it.

INDIRECT SPEECH the words you use
toreport what someone has said when
you aren'tusing theiractual words, for
example, He said that he was going out.
Also called reported speech.

INFINITIVE aform of the verb that
hasn'tany endings added toitand
doesn'trelatetoany particulartense.

In English theinfinitive is usually shown
with to, asinto speak, to eat.

INTERROGATIVE ADJECTIVE a
question word used witha noun, for
example, What instruments do you play?;
Which shoes do you like?

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN one of
the words who, whose, whom, what and
whichwhen they are used instead of
anountoaskquestions, forexample,
What's that?; Who's coming?
INTRANSITIVE VERB a type of verb
that does not take a direct object,
forexample, to sleep, torise, to swim.
Compare with transitive verb.

INVARIABLE used todescribeaform
which does not change.

IRREGULAR VERB a verbwhose
forms do notfollow a general pattern.
Compare with regularverb.

MASCULINE aform of noun, pronoun
oradjectivethatisusedtorefertoa
living being, thing oridea thatis not
classedasfeminine.

NEGATIVE a question or statement
which contains a word such as not,
never or nothing, andis used to say that
somethingis not happening, is nottrue
orisabsent, forexample, I never eat
meat; Don't you love me? Compare with
positive.

NOUN a‘'naming’wordforaliving
being, thingoridea, forexample,
woman, desk, happiness, Andrew.

NOUN GROUP, NOUN PHRASE a
word or group of words thatacts as
the subject orobject of averb, orasthe
object of a preposition, forexample, my
older sister; the man next door; that big
house on the corner.

NUMBER used to say how many things
you are referring to or where something
comesinasequence. See also ordinal
number and cardinal number. Also
the condition of being singularor
plural.

OBJECT anounor pronounwhich refers
toapersonorthingthatisaffected

by the action described by the verb.
Compare with direct object, indirect
object and subject.

OBJECT PRONOUN one of the set of
pronounsincluding me, himand them,
which are used instead of the noun
astheobject of averb or preposition.
Compare with subject pronoun.

ORDINAL NUMBER a number used to
indicate where something comesinan
order or sequence, forexample, first,
fifth, sixteenth. Compare with cardinal
number.

PART OF SPEECH a word class,
forexample, noun, verb, adjective,
preposition, pronoun.

PASSIVE aform of theverb thatis used
when the subject of theverbisthe
personorthing thatis affected by the
action, forexample, we were told.

PAST PARTICIPLE a verb form which
isused to form perfectand pluperfect
tenses and passives, forexample,
watched, swum. Some past participles
arealsoused as adjectives, forexample,
a broken watch.

PAST PERFECT see pluperfect.

PERFECT averbformusedto talk
aboutwhat hasorhasn't happened, for
example, I've broken my glasses;

We haven't spoken about it.



PERSON one of the three classes: the
first person(l, we), the second person
(vou singularand you plural), and the
third person (he, she, it and they).

PERSONAL PRONOUN oneof the
group of wordsincluding I, youand
they which are used torefertoyou, the
peopleyouaretalkingto, orthe people
orthingsyou are talking about.

PLUPERFECT one of the verb tenses
used to describe something that had
happened or had been true ata point
inthe past, forexample, | had forgotten
to finish my homework. Also called past
perfect.

PLURAL theform of aword whichis
used to refer to more than one person
orthing. Compare with singular.

POSITIVE a positive sentence or
instructionisonethat does not contain
anegative word such asnot. Compare
with negative.

POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVE one of the
words my, your, his, her, its, our or their,
used with anountoshow who it
belongs to.

POSSESSIVE PRONOUN oneof the
words mine, yours, hers, his, ours or theirs,
used instead of anoun to show who
something belongs to.

PREPOSITION aword such as at, for,
with, into or from, which is usually
followed by a noun, pronoun or,

in English, aword endingin-ing.
Prepositions show how peopleand
thingsrelate to the rest of the sentence,
forexample, She’s at home; a tool for
cutting grass; It's from David.
PRESENT averb form used to talk
aboutwhatis trueatthe moment,
what happens regularly, and what
ishappening now, forexample, I'm a
student; | travel to college by train;

I'm studying languages.

PRESENT PARTICIPLE averbformin
English endingin-ing, forexample,
eating, sleeping.

PRETERITE averb form used to talk

Xi

aboutactions that were completed
inthe pastin Spanish. It often
corresponds to the ordinary past tense
in English, forexample, | bought a new
bike; Mary went to the shops on Friday;

| typed two reports yesterday.

PRONOUN aword whichyouuse
instead of a noun, whenyou do not
need or wantto name someone or
somethingdirectly, forexample, it, you,
none.

PROPER NOUN the name of a person,
place, organization orthing. Proper
nouns are always written with a capital
letter, for example, Kevin, Glasgow,
Europe, London Eye.

QUESTION WORD aword such aswhy,
where, who, which or how whichis used
toaskaquestion.

RADICAL-CHANGING VERBS inSpanish,
verbs which change their stem or root
in certaintensesandin certain persons.

REFLEXIVE PRONOUN aword ending
in -self or -selves, such as myself or
themselves, which refers back to the
subject, forexample, He hurt himself;

Take care of yourself.

REFLEXIVE VERB averbwherethe
subjectand objectarethe same, and
where the action ‘reflects back’on the
subject. Areflexive verbis used with
areflexive pronoun such as myself,
yourself, herself, forexample,

| washed myself; He shaved himself.

REGULAR VERB averbwhoseforms
follow a general pattern orthe normal
rules. Compare with irregular verb.

RELATIVE PRONOUN aword such as
that, who or which, whenitisused tolink
two parts of a sentence together.

REPORTED SPEECH seeindirect
speech.

SENTENCE a group of words which
usually hasaverbandasubject. In
writing, a sentence beginswith a
capitaland ends with afull stop,
question mark or exclamation mark.



SIMPLE TENSE a verb tenseinwhich
theverbformis made up of one word,
ratherthan being formed from to have
and a past participleorto beandan
-ing form; forexample, She plays tennis;
He wrote a book.

SINGULAR the form of aword which
isused toreferto one person orthing.
Compare with plural.

STEM the main part of averbtowhich
endingsareadded.

SUBJECT a noun or pronoun that refers
to the person orthing doing the action
orbeinginthe state described by the
verb, forexample, My cat doesn't drink
milk. Compare with object.

SUBJECT PRONOUN aword such as

I, he, sheand they which carries out the
actiondescribed by the verb. Pronouns
stand infornounswhenitis clearwho
is being talked about, forexample, My
brother isn't here at the moment. He'll be
back in an hour. Compare with object
pronoun.

SUBJUNCTIVE a verbformusedin
certain circumstancestoindicate some
sort of feeling, or to show doubt about

Xii

whethersomething will happen or
whethersomethingistrue. Itisonly
used occasionally in modern English,
forexample, If | were you, | wouldn't
bother; So be it.

SUPERLATIVE an adjective oradverb
with -est on the end of it or most or least
infrontofitthatisusedtocompare
people, things oractions, forexample,
thinnest, most quickly, least interesting.

SYLLABLE consonant+vowel units
that make up the sounds of aword, for
example, ca-the-dral (3 syllables),
im-po-ssi-ble (4 syllables).

TENSE the form of a verb which shows
whetheryou are referring to the past,
presentorfuture.

TRANSITIVE VERB a type of verb

that takes a direct object, forexample,
to spend, to raise, to waste. Compare
with intransitive verb.

VERB a'doing’word which describes
what someone or something does, is,
orwhat happenstothem, forexample,
be, sing, live.

VOWELoneof thelettersaq,e, i, 0
oru.Comparewith consonant.




Articles

What is an article?
In English, an article is one of the words the, a, and an which is givenin front of a noun.

Different types of article
» Therearetwo types of article:
e thedefinitearticle: thein English. Thisis used toidentify a particular thing or person.
I'm going to the supermarket.
That'sthe woman I was talking to.
e theindefinitearticle:aoranin English, whose pluralis someor any (or no word atall).
Thisis used to refer to something unspecific, or that you do not really know about.

Isthere a supermarket near here?
| need a day off.

The definite article: el, la, los and las

The basicrules

» InEnglish, thereis only one definitearticle: the. In Spanish, you have to choose between four
definitearticles: el, la, los and las. Which one you choose depends on the noun which follows.

» InSpanish, allnouns (including words for things) are either masculine or feminine — this is
called theirgender. Andjustasin English, they can also be either singular or plural.
You must bear thisin mind when deciding which Spanish word to use for the.

> Formoreinformation on Nouns, see page 1.
» elisusedbefore masculine singularnouns.

elnifo the boy
el periodico the newspaper

» laisusedDbeforefeminine singular nouns.

la nina thegirl
larevista themagazine
Tip

To help you produce correct Spanish, always learn the article orthe gender
togetherwith the noun when learning words.

» losandlas are used before plural nouns. los is used with masculine plural words, and las is
used with feminine plural words.
los nifios the boys
las nifias thegirls



12 ARTICLES

los periédicos the newspapers
las revistas the magazines

Note thatyou use el instead of laimmediately before a feminine singular word
beginningwith a or hawhen the stress falls on the beginning of the word. This is
becausela soundswrong before the'a’sound and the use of el does not affect the
feminine gender of the noun. BUT if you add an adjective in front of the noun, you use
lainstead, since the two'a’sounds do not come next to each other.

el agua limpia the cleanwater
elhacha the axe

la misma agua the same water
la mejor hacha the bestaxe

a and de with the definite article

» Ifaisfollowed by el, the two words becomeal.

alcine tothecinema
alempleado totheemployee
al hospital tothe hospital
Vio al camarero. He saw the waiter.

» Ifdeisfollowed by el, the two words become del.

del departamento of/from the department
del autor of/fromtheauthor
del presidente of/from the president

Using the definite article

» el la,losandlasareoftenusedin Spanishinthe sameway astheis usedin English.
However, there are some cases where thearticleis used in Spanish but notin English.

» Thedefinitearticle IS usedin Spanish:

e whentalkingabout people, animalsand thingsinageneral way

Me gustan los animales. [likeanimals.
Estan subiendo los precios. Prices are going up.
Me gusta el chocolate. Ilike chocolate.

No me gusta el café. I don't like coffee.
El azicar es duice. Sugaris sweet.

e whentalkingaboutabstract qualities, forexample, time, hope, darkness, violence
El tiempo es oro. Timeis money.
Admiro la sinceridad en la gente. ladmire honesty in people.

Note thatthedefinitearticleis NOT used in certain set phrases consisting of tener and
anounoraftercertain prepositions.

tener hambre to be hungry (literally: to have hunger)
sinduda no doubt (literally: without doubt)
con cuidado carefully (literally: with care)

> For more information on Prepositions, see page 244.

Forfurther explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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e whentalkingaboutcolours
El azul es mi color favorito. Blueis my favourite colour.

e whentalkingabout parts of the body —you do not use my, your, hisand so onasyou
wouldin English
Tiene los ojos verdes. He's got green eyes.
No puedo mover las piernas. [ can't move my legs.

Note that possession is often shown by a personal pronoun in Spanish.

La cabeza me da vueltas. My head is spinning.
Lavate las manos. Wash your hands.

> Formoreinformation on Personal pronouns, see pagess.

e whenusingsomeone’s title—forexample, Doctor, Mr-Dbut talking ABOUT someone
ratherthantothem.
El doctorVidal no esta. DrVidalisn't here.
El sefior Pelayo vive aqui. Mr Pelayo lives here.

e whentalkingaboutinstitutions, suchas school or church

en el colegio at school

en la universidad atuniversity
enlaiglesia atchurch
en el hospital inhospital
en la carcel inprison

e whentalkingabout meals, games orsports

Lacenaes alas nueve. Dinnerisatnineo'clock.
Me gusta el tenis. I like tennis.
No me gusta el ajedrez. I don'tlike chess.

e whentalkingaboutdays of the week and dates, where we use the prepositiononin

English

Te veo el lunes. I'll see you on Monday.

Los lunes tenemos muchos deberes.  \We have alot of homework on Mondays.
Naci el 17 de marzo. | was born on17 March.

e whentalkingaboutthetime

Esla una. It'soneo'clock.
Sonlas tres. It'sthree o'clock.
Son las cuatro y media. It's half pastfour.

e whentalkingabout pricesand rates
Cuesta dos euros el kilo. It costs two euros a kilo.
20 euros la hora 20 eurosan hour



14 ARTICLES
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KEY POINTS
Before masculine singularnouns — useel.
Before feminine singular nouns—usela.
Before feminine singular nouns starting with stressed a orha— useel.
Before masculine plural nouns = use los.
Before feminine plural nouns — use las.
a+el—al
de +el—del
There are some important cases when you would use a definite articlein
Spanish whenyouwouldn'tin English; forexample, when talking about:
e thingsinageneral way
e abstract qualities
e colours
e parts of the body
e someone with atitlein front of theirname
e institutions
» meals, games or sports
* thetime, days of the week and dates (using the preposition on in English)
e pricesand rates

Forfurther explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.




Test yourself

1 Crossoutthe nouns which the article cannot go with.

a el nino/mano/agua/cine/revista/hospital/dentista/precio/chocolate/
cabeza/azlcar/doctor/carcel/tenis

b Ila chica/desayuno/hambre/casa/universidad/lunes/verde/mano/futbol/
carne/jardin

c los brazos/precios/manos/ojos/sabados/ciudades/empleados/peces/
mesas/miércoles/zapatillas

d las deberes/piernas/luces/dulces/colores/chocolates/plantas/animales/
autobuses/Ilaves/ratones/sillas

e un nino/mano /revista/hospital/dentista/chocolate/cabeza/doctor/carcel

f una chica/desayuno/casa/universidad/lunes/mano/jardin

g unos brazos/precios/manos/ojos /ciudades/empleados/peces/mesas/zapatillas

h unas deberes/piernas/luces/dulces/colores/plantas/animales/autobuses/
llaves/sillas

-

los/unos nifos/manos/revistas/dentistas/precios/cabezas/carceles

las/unas chicas/desayunos/casas/manos/jardines/ratones/pijamas

e

2 Complete the following sentences with the correct article.

a Estaen................. colegio.

b Estudiaen.................... universidad deValencia.
c Trabajoen.................... hospital.

d Secasaronpor............cc...... iglesia.

€ aguaestafria.

foo rosa tesienta muy bien.

g Nolegustan.................... patatasfritas.

h arboles estan todos enflor.

i Ponteelsombreroy................... gafasdesol.

Voyaponerme.................... sandaliasrosa.

e



Test yourself

3 Translate the following sentences into Spanish.

A THKEANIMAIS. Lo e
D 1 dON T lIKE MEAT. o e
C LI IOA. e
d  ShE'SQOLDIUE BYES. oo
€ WaSh YOUITACE. o e
f  Breakfastisbetween7and 0. ...
g |workonTuesdaysand ThurSdays. ........oooei i
B HE'STNEAOCLOI'S SOM. e
i Wewenttothecinemaon SAtUIAY. ..............uuuiiuiuemieiiiiieeeee e

J  Theyre5euroSakilo. oo
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The indefinite article: un, una, unos and unas

The basicrules

>

>

In English, theindefinite articleisa, which changes to an when it comes before a vowel or
avowel sound, forexample, anapple. In the plural, we use some orany.

InSpanish, you have to choose between four indefinite articles: un, una, unos and unas.
Which oneyou choose depends on the noun that follows.

InSpanish, allnouns (including words for things) are either masculine or feminine — this is
called theirgender. And, just asin English, they can also be either singular or plural. You
must bear thisin mind when deciding which Spanish word to use fora.

> Formoreinformation on Nouns, see page 1.
unis used before masculine singularnouns.

un nifio aboy
un periodico anewspaper

unais used beforefeminine singular nouns.
unanina agirl
unarevista amagazine

unosis used before masculine plural nouns.
unos ninos some boys
unos peridodicos some newspapers

unasis used beforefeminine plural nouns.
unas ninas somegirls
unas revistas some magazines

Note thatyou use uninstead of una immediately before a feminine singularword
beginningwith a or hawhen the stress falls on the beginning of the word. This is
because una sounds wrong before the'a’sound.

un ave a bird

Using the indefinite article

>

Theindefinite articleis often usedin Spanishinthe samewayasitisin English. However,
thereare some cases where thearticleis notused in Spanish butisin English, and vice versa.

Theindefinitearticleis NOT used in Spanish:

e whenyousaywhatsomeone'sjobis
Es profesor. He'sateacher.
Mi madre es enfermera. My motherisanurse.

e aftertener, buscar, orllevar (puesto) whenyou are only likely to have, be looking for or be
wearing one of theitems in question
No tengo coche. I haven'tgotacar.
iLlevaba sombrero? Was hewearinga hat?
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Note that whenyou use an adjective to describe the noun, you DO useanarticlein

Spanish too.

Es un buen médico. He'sa good doctor.

Tiene una novia espaiola. He hasa Spanish girlfriend.
Busca un piso pequeno. He'slooking foralittleflat.

» Theindefinitearticleis NOT used in Spanish with the words otro, cierto, cien, mil, sin,

and qué.
otro libro anotherbook
cierta calle acertain street
cien soldados ahundred soldiers
mil afos athousandyears
sin casa withouta house
jQué sorpresa! Whata surprise!

» Theindefinitearticle IS usedin Spanish but NOT in English when an abstract noun, such as
inteligencia (meaningintelligence) or tiempo (meaning time) has an adjective with it.
Posee una graninteligencia. He possesses great intelligence.

KEY POINTS

v/ Before masculine singularnouns — use un.

v/ Beforefeminine singularnouns— use una.

v/ Beforefeminine singularnouns starting with stressed a orha — use un.

v/ Before masculine plural nouns = use unos.

v Beforefeminine plural nouns = use unas.

v’ Youdonotuseanindefinitearticle in Spanish for saying what someone’s
jobis.

v Youdonotuseanindefinitearticle in Spanish with the words otro,
cierto, cien, mil, sin, and qué.

Forfurther explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.



Test yourself

4 Complete the following sentences with the correct indefinite article.

a Compré.....ccccooeennnn revista.

b Tenemos.................... cocherojo.

c Tiene.....oooeeeee novio francés.

d Vivimosen.................... piso pequeno.

e Lleva.............. zapatos negros.

f o ES.i. avegris.

g Es. parque muy grande.

h Galiciatiene.................... playas muy bonitas.
i Cenamosen.................... restaurante espanol.
j  éQuieres.................... uvas?

5§ Add anindefinite article un, una, unos, o unas if the sentence needs it.

a Leo..oiiiiiii. libro cada semana.

b Es.. actor

c NotenemosS..........cco....... jardin

d ES.ii, autorafamosa.

e Tiene.......ccooeeeee. noviainglesa.

f BuscamosS.................... pisoen el centro.

g ComemosS.....ccoeeeneennnn. uvas.

h Juegacon.................... amigasdelaescuela.
i ¢Tienes...........cc..... coche?

J oSOV profesoradeinglés.

6 Match thetwo columns.

a Mimadre viven en un piso.

b Supadre no tiene coche.

c Mispadres un cocherojo.

d Tenemos esunactorfamoso.

e Jaime esdoctora.



Test yourself

7 Translate the following sentences into Spanish.

= T 0 0 = U 1=t o
b MymMOtheriSadOCLOr. ...t
€ SRE'SAGOOUNUISE. L.t
d Iwanttoread anotherDOOK. ...
e  Theydonthaveagarden. . ... e
f MyDbrotherisastuUdent. ... e
g HeE'SafamOUS ArtiST. oo

h  WehaveAustralian neighbDoUTS. .........ooiiiiii e
i ShehasanAmerican Doyfriend. .............ooviiiiiiiiiiiie e

Jldon'thavea boyfriend. ..o
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The articlelo
» Unlikethe other Spanisharticles, and articlesin English, lois NOT used with a noun.

» locanbeusedwithamasculinesingularadjective or past participle (the-ado and -ido
forms of regular verbs) toformanoun.

Lo Ginico que no me gusta... Theonlythingldon'tlike...

Esto es loimportante. That'stheimportant thing.

Lo bueno de eso es que... The good thingaboutitisthat...
Sentimos mucho lo ocurrido. We arevery sorry about what happened.

> Formoreinformation on the Past participle, see page164.
» loisalsousedinanumberofverycommon phrases:

e alomejor maybe, perhaps
Alo mejor ha salido. Perhaps he's gone out.

e porlomenos atleast
Hubo por lo menos cincuenta heridos. At least fifty people wereinjured.

e porlogeneral generally
Por lo general me acuestotemprano. |generallygotobedearly.

» locanalsobeusedwith que to make lo que (meaning what).

Vilo que paso. I saw what happened.
Lo que mas me gusta es nadar. What | like bestis swimming.

Grammar Extral
lo can be used with de followed by a noun phrase to refer back to something the
speakerand listener both know about.

Lo de tu hermano me preocupa I'mvery worried about that
mucho. business with your brother.
Lo de ayer es mejor que lo olvides. It would be best toforget what
happened yesterday.

lo can be used with an adjective followed by que to emphasize how big/small/
beautifuland so on somethingis orwas. The adjective must agree with the noun

it describes.
No sabiamos lo pequeiia que era We didn't know how small the house
la casa. was.

No teimaginas lo simpaticos queson. Youcan'timaginehow nicetheyare.
locanalsobeusedinasimilarway with anadverbfollowed by que.

Sé lo mucho que te gusta la mdsica. I know how much you like music.
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KEY POINTS
v loisclassedasanarticlein Spanish, butis not used with nouns.
v/ You can use lowith a masculine adjective or past participle to form
anoun.
v Youalsouseloinanumberof common phrases.
v loque can beused to meanwhatin English.

Forfurther explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.



Test yourself

8 Match the Spanish with its English translation.

a porlomenos

b alomejor

c¢ loquedicetuhermana

d lobuenosqueson

e lodetuhermana

that business with yoursister
how good theyare

atleast

whatyour sister says

maybe

9 Complete the following sentences with lo, lo de, orlo que.

a Esoes.......coccooe...... masimportante.

b ... mas me gustaesla catedral.
C i mejorde lafiesta esla comida.
d A mejorviene manana.

e Loconozcomejorde...

................. piensa.

f  Haypor....oo.... Menos150 personas.
g Nosébien.................... pasa ahi.

h Espeorde................... parece.

| I Alberto es muy triste.

j Dime.................... te pasa.

10 Match the two columns.

a Porlogeneral

b Alomejor

¢ Lodetuprimo

d Loquemasmegusta

e Loquepasa

esirdetiendas.
esquenoquierevenir.
novienen.

cenamos temprano.

me sorprende mucho.
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11 Translate the following sentences into English.

a Esoeslomasimportante.

e
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Nouns

———gnyushpanow

N

———Tu =0 anoy

lareina
lainglesa
laempleada
la princesa
lahermana
la dentista

la profesora
la estudiante
laactriz

la mujer

laamiga
lareina

la profesora
la estudiante
unainglesa
lamadre

la princesa
mujer
camarera
unaempleada

Articles

T Q- m

-

oD ano

mano/revista/cabeza/
carcel
desayuno/hambre/lunes/
verde/fatbol/jardin
manos/ciudades/mesas/
zapatillas
deberes/dulces/colores/
chocolates/animales/
autobuses/ratones
mano/revista/cabeza/
carcel
desayunos/lunes/jardin
manos/ciudades/mesas/
zapatillas
deberes/dulces/colores/
animales/autobuses
manos/revistas/cabezas/
carceles
desayunos/jardines/
ratones/pijamas

el
la
el
la
El
El

Solutions

a Lacapitalde Espanaes
Madrid.

b Elcuradice misa.

¢ lLaguiaincluyeun
glosario.

d Elguiallevalos turistas
porlaciudad.

e Elcapital extranjero
ayuda mucho en este
pais.

los libros
unascanciones
unastostadas
unas noticias
lasluces

los examenes

unos hombres-lobo
unosjerseys
loslunes

unos muebles

——-——Tu -0 anoy

las
Los
las
las

e e T0O

Me gustan losanimales.
Nomegustalacarne.
Me gusta el rojo.
Tienelos ojos azules.
Lavatelacara.
Eldesayunoesentre
las7ylaso.

Trabajo los martesylos
jueves.

Eselhijodel médico/dela
médica.

Elsdbado fuimosal cine.
Son s euros el kilo.

> Q 0o anocw

e -

una
un
un
un
unos
un
un
unas

JTQ "D anocw

6

——ga=-n0anocw

——ga=-nanocuy

e mme

an

——ga -0 anocu
1
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television/mano
profesor/lunes
madre/inglesa/moto
coche/planeta/padre
televisiones/manos
profesores/lunes
madres/inglesas/motos
coches/planetas/padres
televisiobn/mano
profesor/lunes

un
una

un

un

una

un

una

un

un
un/una

un
unas

una
una
un
unas
unas

Mimadre es doctora.
Su padreesunactor
famoso.

Mis padres viven en un
piso.

Tenemos un coche rojo.
Jaime no tiene coche.

Soy actor/actriz.
Mimadre es médica/
doctora.
Esunabuenaenfermera.
Quiero leer otro libro.
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Articles cont.

== Fa -~ M

oo

No tienenjardin.
Mihermano es
estudiante.
Esunartistafamoso.
Tenemos vecinos
australianos.

Tieneun novio americano.

No tengo novio.

porlomenos = at least
alomejor = maybe
loquedicetuhermana =
what your sister says
lobuenosqueson =
how good they are
lodetuhermana =

that business with your
sister

Adjectives

1

——ga=-n0anocw

——ga=-n0anocw

nanNnow

unabrigo caro
unaideatonta
unaschicasaltas

una chaquetaazul

mi hermana pequena
mi hermana mayor
unasenorainglesa

la cocina espanola
unas camisasblancas
unas mujeres muy
charlatanas

encantador
encantadores
nuevo

faciles
pequeno
americanas
bonita/grande
nuevas

buen
grande
gran
mal
tercer

Solutions

——-—gQa-"panocw

— =g =

mnanNnow

lo
Loque
Lo

lo
loque
lo
loque
loque
Lode
loque

Porlo general cenamos
temprano.

Alomejor no vienen.
Lodetu primome
sorprende mucho.
Loque mas megustaesir
detiendas.

Lo que pasa es que no
quiere venir.

ningln
ningan
ninguna
ninguna
Cualquier

Hace mal tiempo.
Haceunasemanadegran
calor.

Ven a cualquier hora.
Esunagran pena.

Esta de buen humor.

Es miantiguojefe. =
He's my old boss.
La capillaes muy antigua.

= The chapelisreally old.

iPobredeti! = Pooryou!
Es un pais muy pobre. =
It's a very poor country.
Melodijoellamisma. =
She told me herself.

azul/verde
blanca/grasos
gris/blancas/amarillas
mala/horrorosa/fria
mala/barata

n

7

T = n

-

— =g =

———Tau-"npanoy

manNnow

L)

That's the mostimportant
thing.
Theimportantthingisto
be happy.

The good thingisthatit’s
cheap.

Maybe they'llcome
tomorrow.

I generally eatat two.
Theonlythingisthatit's
very expensive.
Atleasteat something.
Atleast20 peopleare
coming.

What | like bestis going to
thecinema.

I'mvery surprised about
Isabel/that business with
Isabel.

tonto

llenas
viejas/pequenas
precioso
vigjas/nueva

espanolas
ingleses
frio
pobres
negros
fria
dificiles
altos
crueles
siguientes

unachaqueta azul marino
lahora exacta

un examen dificil

las costumbres inglesas
loshombres espanoles

Juanesmasaltoque mi
hermano.

Mi padre es mas viejo que
el tuyo.
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