The Literacy Learning Environment Checklist and Collins Big Cat

	Are books related to areas of learning other than communication, language and literacy?
	All Collins Big Cat fiction and non-fiction books have clear cross-curricular links to the Early Learning Goals and QCA Schemes of Work, for example Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Mathematical Development, Science. These are highlighted in the Ideas for Guided Reading at the back of every book.

	Are books for guided reading identified and organised with reference to Book Bands or another system of fine grading?
	Collins Big Cat is fully banded following the Book Bands system, with additional bands at Pink (Collins Big Cat Pink A and B) and Red (Collins Big Cat Red A and B) to build early reading skills even more carefully. 

	Are there enough guided reading resources to meet the needs of Reception (20-30 titles are likely to be needed at Bookband Pink level)?
	Collins Big Cat Pink A and Pink B Bands currently contain 20 books  - 10 fiction and 10 non-fiction – with more planned for September. In addition it provides 10 wordless books at the earlier Lilac Band (fiction and non-fiction that develop speaking and listening and early vocabulary building), and 20 books at Red A and Red B. 

	Do the books for early reading have a repetitive structure?
	Collins Big Cat readers at Pink and Red levels give support through patterned text, while providing slight variation in the pattern to check that children are reading the printed text rather than guessing from a memorised structure, eg: It is dark in the park. It is dark at home

	Do the books for early reading have text that includes the repetition of high frequency words?
	Collins Big Cat fiction and non-fiction readers provide lots of opportunities to practice reading high frequency words. The high frequency words used in each book are listed in the Ideas for Guided Reading notes at the back of every reader, as are the interest words, word count, curriculum links and learning objectives.

	Do the books for early reading include a good proportion of words the children can decode using their phonic skills?
	Collins Big Cat fiction and non-fiction provide lots of opportunities for children to apply their decoding skills in a supported guided reading session. They also include interest words that children are not expected to decode (though they can be encouraged to have a go!), but which broaden their vocabulary and enrich their reading experience when reading with the teacher in the guided session. The Ideas for Guided Reading in the back of every book highlight opportunities for phonic work.
Collins Big Cat Phonic Readers for Red A, Red B, Yellow and Blue bands are fully decodable and are especially developed for focused practice and consolidation of decoding skills.

	Are there sufficient guided reading resources to meet the range of needs in Y1 and Y2?
	Collins Big Cat currently provides 140 fiction and non-fiction readers for Key Stage 1, including White and Lime bands for the transition between Y2 and Y3, providing ample breadth and depth plus lots of variety, all of the highest standard with books by top children’s authors and illustrators. It also includes a CD-Rom at each year level, with Talking Books and an interactive ‘build-a-book’ application which takes children from being readers to writers. 

January 2007 sees the publication of 40 new titles for Y3 and Y4.

	Are the texts short enough to complete in a 10-15 minute session?
	Books vary between 16 pages at the early bands and 24 pages at later bands, with a title page at the beginning, and a Reading Response spread (supporting comprehension, speaking and listening) at the end of every book. In the earlier bands (Pink and Red), the books follow a pattern: the lefthand page contains a short phrase or sentence with a focus illustration, and the facing page continues the story through illustration only. This encourages young readers to engage with the story, talking about what they imagine is happening which in turn builds their comprehension, vocabulary and speaking/ listening skills.


