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The Front Cover





Understanding what we are reading comes from making links with prior knowledge and formulating questions to which we want answers.  This process starts the moment we look at the front cover.  





Have a look at the front cover of ‘The 39 Steps’ and really think about what you are seeing.  Working with your reading partner, become book detectives and make notes which provide evidence to support your theories regarding:





Genre


Location


Historical time


Character feelings and emotions





Create a visual display to explain your thinking.  Share this display with your class.  Did everyone have the same ideas and opinions?





Now working as a class, use sticky notes to note down any questions you feel are raised by the picture on the cover.  Display these on the teaching wall and as you read the story see how many of them are answered.
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How Authors Use Language





Authors use language in a way which supports the genre they are writing in.  


As you read chapter 1, make notes of any phrases or strategies the author uses to suggest this is an adventure story.  


Discuss your findings with your reading group.  


Did everyone identify the same evidence?  


Now work together to write some phrases that could be included in the first chapter of an adventure story about a detective who discovers by accident that a gang of terrorists are going to try and kidnap the British Prime Minister.  Think about phrases which would build up suspense and atmosphere.
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The Plot





In this task, you are being asked to think about the plot.  As you read each chapter make one or two notes about how the plot has progressed and predict what you think will happen in the next chapter.  Record your information in this format.





Chapter�
Main event�
Prediction�
Evidence�
�
�
�
�
�
�






Each chapter, after you have recorded your prediction, share your thoughts with your reading partner.  Are your predictions the same?  Discuss any differences, justifying your opinion.
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Questions





For this task the class will be split into 9 small groups.  Each group will be allocated a chapter by your teacher.  You need to create four higher order questions about the chapter which you have been allocated.  It would be a good idea to re-read the chapter first and discuss main ideas and the language used as this will help you to construct good questions.  





Once you have written your questions, work together to formulate good model answers. Display the questions and the answers in a clear way, so that other children can comment on them.





If time allows, each group could take another set of questions to answer and then compare what they have written with the model answers.
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