	Description of Phonic ‘Phase’
	Collins Big Cat coverage

	Phase 1: Developing phonological awareness
	Collins Big Cat Big Book of Rhymes A and Big Book of Rhymes B provide rhymes and chants with lots of rhythm, especially designed for children to join in. Collins Big Cat Big Book of Non-fiction A and B enable children to discover labels in a variety of settings, such as simple maps and pictures. Children can use Collins Big Cat Lilac Band wordless books to use language creatively, telling the story orally in their own words.
Collins Big Cat Phonics CD-Rom provides a catchy Alphabet Song for learning alphabet names in the Alphabet section of the CDRom.

Children can experiment with writing and making words using the Rainbow Letters game on Collins Big Cat Phonics CD-Rom  - an interactive version of magnetic letters for the interactive whiteboard.

	Collins Big Cat Phonics programme for YR and Y1, delivered through a single interactive CDRom ideal for whiteboards plus one practical Handbook, completely supports Phases 2-5 of the recommended phonics progression. 



	Phase 2: Introducing grapheme-phoneme (letter-sound) correspondences
	Sessions 1-6 of Collins Big Cat Phonics CD-Rom introduce children to s-a-t-i-p-n; these are reinforced over sessions 7-26 with more one to one grapheme-phoneme correspondences added. From session 7, each session follows a simple 5 step structure, with the level of support offered to the learner varied according to when the information was introduced. Each step lasts 2 minutes.

1) grapheme-phoneme recognition 

2) blending

3) segmenting

4) phased introduction of hard-to-decode tricky words

5) reading or writing a full sentence.

Sessions 1-26 introduce blending and segmenting simple CVC words (with CCVC word ‘snap’ introduced towards the end), plus 4 tricky words (I, the, to, was). 
Interactive whiteboard games provide more practice matched to each session throughout the programme. Alphabet games such as rainbow letters, and handwriting animations are also provided for children to explore.

Collins Big Cat Pink A and Pink B fiction and non-fiction guided readers provide opportunities for children to practice their decoding skills on simple CVC and CCVC words, with support from the teacher in guided sessions, while developing speaking and listening and early comprehension skills.

	Phase 3: Teaching children one grapheme for each of the 44 phonemes in order to read and spell simple regular words
	Collins Big Cat Phonics CD-Rom sessions 27-46 practise the grapheme-phoneme correspondences already learned, and progressively teach those remaining of the 44 common phonemes, using Collins Big Cat Phonics simple 5-step structure. 
During this phase, some children will be ready to read Collins Big Cat Phonic Readers Red A. These offer fully decodable fiction and non-fiction stories by top children’s authors, matched exactly to the progression within Collins Big Cat Phonics. They can be used by the teacher for assessment, and enjoyed by the child as confidence-boosting practice.


	Phase 4: Teaching children to read and spell words containing adjacent consonants
	Collins Big Cat Phonics CD-Rom sessions 47-66 practise blending and segmenting CCVC and CVCC words as well as simple CVC words and the long vowel phoneme ‘ai’ (Spain). The sessions follow CBC Phonics simple 5-step structure.

Children should now be able to read the decodable Collins Big Cat Phonics Readers Red A independently. Some children will be ready for Collins Big Cat Phonic Readers Red B titles such as Martin Waddell’s The Mouse and The Monster and Shoo Rayner’s Bot on the Moon. 
Collins Big Cat guided readers at Pink B, Red A and Red B provide opportunities to practice phonic decoding skills while developing comprehension skills and building vocabulary during a guided session.

	Phase 5: Teaching children to recognise and use alternative ways of pronouncing the graphemes and spelling the phonemes already taught (across Year 1)
	Collins Big Cat Phonics programme sessions 67 onwards to 276 progressively introduce children to alternative pronunciations and spellings, using the same simple 5 step structure. 

Sessions 67 to 147 practice blending and segmenting long vowel phonemes such as –oa-, -ee- and –oo-. 

From Session 150 new, more complex phonemes such as –ay, a-e, ea, and –y, plus new tricky words, are progressively introduced.
Most children should now be able to read the decodable Collins Big Cat Phonics Readers Red B independently. Advice is given for when children are ready to try the decodable CBC Phonic Readers Yellow and Blue bands, based on assessment support provided in the CBC Phonics Handbook.

To expand vocabulary and enrich children’s reading experience, make available Collins Big Cat fiction and non-fiction guided readers from Red B to Blue level. These award-winning titles by top children’s authors provide a range of opportunities for applying phonic decoding skills within the context of a guided session, with teacher support. As they are not written as decodable texts, they enable children to experience a more challenging ‘real’ read, within a supportive framework.

	Phase 6: Teaching children to develop their skill and automaticity in reading and spelling, creating ever-increasing capacity to attend to reading for meaning.
	Collins Big Cat Phonics secures basic phonic knowledge across Reception Year and Year 1 and ends at the end of Phase 5. Phase 6 goes on to the next stage – spelling strategies – which build on the work accomplished in a good phonics programme like Collins Big Cat Phonics. In addition Collins Big Cat Phonics Handbook provides supportive advice for ‘next steps’ for children who are fluent, accurate readers – ie ready for Phase 6 – on pages 68 and 71.

Collins Big Cat fiction and non-fiction guided readers from Green to Gold level are ideal to develop Year 2 readers’ comprehension and decoding skills. They are levelled to be easily matched to a child’s ability, and provide top children’s authors writing stimulating fiction and non-fiction that children will really enjoy. By the end of Year 2, fluent readers should be ready to read White and Lime Band books, which develop the more sophisticated reading comprehension skills children need as they progress through Key Stage 2.
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