World vegetation

51 cu km of ice is lost
annually from the
Greenland ice cap.

30% of the USA is affected
by desertification.

14 million sg km
of Asia is affected
> | by desertification.

Over 66% of Africa
is desert or dryland.
Tropic of Cancer

The Congo Basin
is home to 10 000
types of plants,
400 mammals
and 900 varieties
of butterfly.

90% of Madagascar's
forests have been
destroyed.

66% of South America’s
drylands are desertified.

Since the 1700s, 75% 178
of Australia’s rainforest
- has been cleared.
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Ice cap and ice shelf
Extremely cold. No vegetation.

Arctic tundra

Very cold climate. Simple
vegetation such as mosses,
lichens,

grasses and flowering herbs.

Mountain/Alpine

Very low night-time
temperatures. Only a few dwarf
trees and small

leafed shrubs can grow.

Mediterranean

Mild winters and dry summers.
Vegetation is mixed shrubs and
herbaceous plants.

Savanna grassland

Warm or hot climate. Tropical
grasslands with scattered thorn
bushes or trees.

Temperate grassland

Grassland is the main vegetation.
Summers are hot and winters
cold.

Desert

Hot with little rainfall. Very
sparse vegetation except cacti
and grasses

adapted to the harsh conditions.

Boreal/Taiga forest

Found between 50° and 70°N.
Low temperatures. Vegetation
consists of cold tolerant
evergreen conifers.

Coniferous forest
Dense forests of pine, spruce and
larch.

Temperate grassland

Grassland is the main vegetation.
Summers are hot and winters
cold.

Tropical forest
Dense rainforest found in areas of
high rainfall near the equator.

Dry tropical forest
Semi deciduous trees with low
shrubs and bushes.

Sub tropical forest
Rainfall is seasonal. Vegetation is
mainly hard leaf evergreen forest.

Monsoon forest
Areas which experience Monsoon
rain. All trees are deciduous.
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