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Where should the 2022 Winter Olympics be held?

Purpose

This investigation is designed to enable pupils to explore the relationship between the physical environment and human activity and to make real-life decisions given a range of evidence and information. By using the Winter Olympics, an event which the pupils may have followed and have some prior knowledge of, they are introduced to the different factors which the International Olympic Committee (IOC) take into consideration to make their decision as to who should be given the honour of hosting. Factors such as a suitable climate for winter sports are fairly obvious but there are a number of other considerations, such as local support, positive media coverage and enough hotel rooms to house the athletes, journalists and tourists, which are also important. Having a large enough budget to stage the Games successfully is vital; Sochi 2014 was the most expensive Olympics (either summer or winter) ever staged, costing the Russians US$51 billion.

Pupils are asked to consider the advantages of spending so much money and to classify them. Ways of classifying are suggested (although pupils could suggest another method) and can be used individually or combined to differentiate this task. The five contenders for the 2022 Winter Olympics are then introduced and pupils are encouraged to carry out a decision-making exercise using materials from the Teacher Book. 
It is important for pupils to understand that there is no one ‘correct’ answer and different people may reach different conclusions given the same evidence. The main thing is that pupils can justify their opinions and support these with factual data. The pupils can then write up their findings in an extended piece of persuasive writing. An example of this task is given in the Teacher Book. It is not intended to be a model answer. It has been left deliberately undeveloped as critiquing it forms part of the pupils’ investigation. Whilst the author makes a range of sensible points and is fairly persuasive, the writing lacks detail, factual support of the points and powerful language.

The enquiry can then be extended in three separate ways. Firstly, pupils can consider whether a southern hemisphere country would make a good contender as host of the Winter Olympics in the future. Secondly, the environmental impact of winter sports, particularly skiing, is explored. Finally, pupils are asked to assess the environmental impact and sustainability of the Sochi Winter Olympics and to suggest ways in which the 2022 host could be as sustainable as possible.
Aims

Through this enquiry, pupils will be challenged and supported to:

· Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places, including their defining physical and human geographical characteristics, and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of geographical processes.
· Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time.
· Interpret a range of sources of geographical information to reach substantiated conclusions and judgements consistent with the evidence, and communicate these in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
Links to Key Stage 3 subject content

Pupils should be taught to:

Locational knowledge

· Extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries, including the key physical and human characteristics and major cities of those in Russia and Asia.

Human and physical geography

· Understand through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales the key processes in physical geography relating to weather and climate and glaciation.
· Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence and change landscapes, environments and the climate and how human activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems.
Geographical skills and fieldwork

· Build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases, and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom.
· Interpret topographical and thematic mapping, and aerial and satellite photographs.
Possible assessable outcomes

· A piece of extended persuasive writing which puts forward a justification for one of five shortlisted host cities of the 2022 Winter Olympics. The piece should explain why the city should be chosen as well as why the others are not as suitable.
· A website home-page for the city which has been chosen to host the 2022 Winter Olympics. The page will welcome visitors and give information about the city. The home-page should feature an introduction to the city, a map and a description of its location. Images to show what the city is like and factual information should also be included.
· A poster which promotes one of three possible southern hemisphere cities which have the potential to hold the Winter Olympics in the future. This should include a logo, a slogan and at least three reasons why it would be a suitable venue.
In order to decide which city should host the 2022 Winter Olympics, you will need to carry out some research. The table below will help you to structure your research.

In the left hand column of the table are some of the factors which the IOC will take into account when making their decision. Once you have filled in the tables you can think of a couple of your own factors and create a similar table if you want to.

The middle column contains the names of the five potential host cities for each of the factors. You need to research information using the weblinks below to determine how suitable each city is. See the example below to help you think about the sort of thing you need to write:

	Factor
	Comment
	Rank

	Climate
	Krakow, Poland: –2 °C and 34 mm of precipitation in February. Climate is suitable for winter sports as precipitation may fall as snow as it is below freezing.
	

	
	Oslo, Norway: –4 °C and 21 cm of snow in February.
	

	
	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	
	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	
	Beijing, China:
	


Weblinks to help with your research

General websites 

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2022_Winter_Olympics 

· http://www.olympic.org/content/the-ioc/bidding-for-the-games/current-bid-process-2022/ 

· http://www.gamesbids.com/eng/winter_olympic_bids/index.1.html 

Krakow, Poland

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krak%C3%B3w_bid_for_the_2022_Winter_Olympics 

Oslo, Norway

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oslo_bid_for_the_2022_Winter_Olympics
Almaty, Kazakhstan

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almaty_bid_for_the_2022_Winter_Olympics 

Lviv, Ukraine

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lviv_bid_for_the_2022_Winter_Olympics 

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-15983012 

Beijing, China

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing_bid_for_the_2022_Winter_Olympics 

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-26478452 

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-26252516
Which city should host the 2022 Winter Olympics?

	Factor
	Comment
	Rank

	Climate
	Krakow, Poland: 
	

	
	Oslo, Norway:
	

	
	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	
	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	
	Beijing, China:
	

	Winter sports 
	Krakow, Poland:
	

	
	Oslo, Norway:
	

	
	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	
	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	
	Beijing, China:
	

	Economic development
	Krakow, Poland:
	

	
	Oslo, Norway:
	

	
	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	
	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	
	Beijing, China:
	

	Transport
	Krakow, Poland:
	

	
	Oslo, Norway:
	

	
	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	
	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	
	Beijing, China:
	


Which city should host the 2022 Winter Olympics?

	Factor
	Comment
	Rank

	Previous success at managing large sporting events
	Krakow, Poland: 
	

	
	Oslo, Norway:
	

	
	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	
	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	
	Beijing, China:
	

	Local support
	Krakow, Poland:
	

	
	Oslo, Norway:
	

	
	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	
	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	
	Beijing, China:
	

	Previous hosting
	Krakow, Poland:
	

	
	Oslo, Norway:
	

	
	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	
	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	
	Beijing, China:
	

	Positive media coverage
	Krakow, Poland:
	

	
	Oslo, Norway:
	

	
	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	
	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	
	Beijing, China:
	


Once you have discovered the information for each of the factors and each of the host cities, you need to rank them. Award 1st place to the city that you think is most suitable, down to 5th place for the city that you think is least suitable. Do this for each of the factors.

You then need to add up all the ranks for each of the cities. So, for example, if Krakow, Poland, is ranked 1st, 4th and 5th in three different factors you would add 1 + 4 + 5 = 10 to give a total score of 10. Do this for all five shortlisted cities and all of the factors in the table below. The city with the lowest score is the one which should host the 2022 Winter Olympics.

	City ranks for all of the factors
	Total score

	Krakow, Poland:
	

	Oslo, Norway:
	

	Almaty, Kazakhstan:
	

	Lviv, Ukraine:
	

	Beijing, China:
	


The city with the lowest score, and therefore the one which I think should host the 2022 Winter Olympic Games, is:

Having decided upon the host city for the 2022 Winter Olympics, you have been asked to produce a website home page which welcomes people to the city and promotes it to a wider audience.

You will need to make sure that your website contains the following features:

· An introduction describing what the city is like

· A map and a description of the location of the city

· A range of images to show what the city is like

· Factual information to support your description

Think about the sort of information that would be useful to promote your city. You might want to consider the culture, economy, environment or services that your city has. What makes your city unique? You could design a logo, a motto or slogan to publicise your city and put on the home page.

You can create actual webpages, such as the example below, for free using websites such as www.weebly.com.
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Where should the 2022 Winter Olympics be held?

Paragraph 1: Introductory paragraph

The Winter Olympics are held every four years. The last event was in 2014 and was in Sochi which is in Russia. They have already decided who is going to host the 2018 Winter Olympics and it is going to be held in PeongChang which is in South Korea. The city which is going to host the 2022 Winter Olympics has not been decided yet. There are five cities to choose from which are Krakow in Poland, Oslo in Norway, Almaty in Kazakhstan, Lviv in Ukraine and Beijing in China. Looking at all of the evidence, I think Oslo should be the place where the 2022 Winter Olympics are held.

Paragraph 2: Why should my chosen city be the host?

Oslo is the perfect place to hold the Winter Olympics because it has the perfect climate for all of the winter sports. It is below freezing which means that it will probably snow during the event which is important because the competitors need fresh snow to ski and snowboard on. Norway has also hosted the Winter Olympics in the past. This is a massive advantage because they know the sorts of things which will make the Games successful and they have already built some of the venues. Norway has also got a very good transportation system and Oslo has an international airport nearby so people will be able to travel to the Games easily. Also, Norway is an economically developed country and so they will find it quite easy to raise the US$5 billion which is what the Winter Olympics will cost. Norway is also quite a peaceful country and the media coverage is good.

Paragraph 3: Why are the other cities not as suitable?

The other four cities are not as suitable as Oslo in my opinion. Krakow has a good climate and has hosted large winter sports events in the past but has never held a Winter Olympics. Also, the transport system is not as good as Oslo’s, although they say that they will redevelop it for the Games. Almaty is also not the best candidate as the 2014 and 2018 Games will be in the same part of the world (Russia and Asia) so it does not seem very fair for them to host three times in a row. Also Kazakhstan is not a very rich country so they might struggle to pay for all of the improvements which are needed. Lviv would have had a good chance but Ukraine is in the news at the moment as there is a lot of unrest in the country and so I don’t think this is a good place to have such an important event. Finally, Beijing isn’t a very good candidate as there has not been a lot of snowfall in the area and also the pollution levels are very high which will not be good for the athletes.

Paragraph 4: Concluding paragraph

In conclusion, I have decided that Oslo should host the Winter Olympics in 2022 because they have more positives than the other four cities and I think the people of Norway would make it a huge success.
The Sochi Winter Olympics has resulted in a range of positive economic, social and environmental changes. 
The Sochi sustainability report explores some of these changes and a summary of the report is provided below. 

Economic changes

· The Krasnodar region (in which Sochi is located) has seen the multiplier effect working to increase business, create new jobs and develop transport infrastructure.

· Between 2008 and 2010, the number of contractors working in the region doubled and the number of different jobs increased making the economy more diverse.

· Many of the businesses benefitting from the Winter Olympics were not large, global companies but were small businesses and individuals. Their share of the economy increased from 18% in 2008 to 31% in 2011.

· The Krasnodar region has moved up the Russian economy rankings from 27th in 2005 to 14th in 2011.

· The total amount spent on sports facilities and infrastructure by the end of 2012 was US$3.2 billion.
· The Russian government spent almost five times more than this (nearly US$16.5 billion) developing transport, health and social services, tourism facilities and housing in the Sochi area.

· The government lengthened the Tuapse–Adler–Abkhazia railway which runs through the city of Sochi. They also laid more than 1300 km of roads and developed 46 km of footpaths.

· Before the development of the resort, Sochi was a ‘summer only’ resort and tourism was seasonal. Now, the development of winter sports has reduced the seasonality of tourism.

· The number of tourists increased from three to five million between 2005 and 2009. However, this figure has stagnated and then declined in recent years so that 2011 figures are back to those seen in 2006.

· The city of Sochi has a positive image in the media; negative stories were five times less frequent than positive stories between 2009 and 2010.

· Between 2009 and 2011, the number of international events in Sochi and the surrounding region increased by about 70%. Unsurprisingly, the vast majority of these were sporting events.

· In 2009, the number of jobs increased by more than sixty times compared to 2008 figures. In 2011, approximately 56,000 people were employed working on the Olympic sites.

· Taking into account the multiplier effect, the total number of jobs created by the Olympics is over 560,000.

· In 2011, the unemployment rate was 0.6% lower than the Russian national average.

Social changes

· Between 2005 and 2011, the birth rate in Sochi and the surrounding region grew whilst the death rate fell. Since 2010, the birth rate has been higher than the death rate. 
· Sochi has also seen significant population growth due to migration which is thirteen times greater than Russia as a whole.

· In 2010, the Krasnodar region was above average in terms of calorie consumption compared to Russia as a whole (2650 calories per day).
· Housing in Sochi has become more affordable. All of the districts in the city (except Centralny) are dominated by traditional, rural settlements which have their own planning. 
· Between 2005 and 2011, the number of people playing sport in Sochi has doubled. The number of women and those with a disability who are playing sport is increasing at a faster rate than the total growth.

· People have become particularly interested in winter sports, especially alpine skiing, snowboarding, figure skating and ice hockey.

· In 2010, Russia’s bid to host the 2018 Football World Cup was approved by FIFA and Sochi has been named as one of the host cities. Also, the Russian Grand Prix (based in Sochi) has been added to the Formula 1 calendar and Sochi will be involved in hosting the Ice Hockey World Championships in 2016.

· The Sochi Winter Olympics was the twelfth tobacco-free Games. 80% of people living in Sochi approve of the initiatives to reduce smoking in the city.

· There have been significant changes in attitude to people with a disability. Sochi University has trained thirty-one people to work with people with disabilities and all sports venues are ‘barrier free’ to make them accessible.

· The percentage of people in Sochi who have a Higher Education is 31%, an increase of 5% since 2002. This is significantly higher than the region of Krasnodar and Russia as a whole.

· The total number of people attending Olympics-based education programmes was over 209,000 people.

· Sochi hosted the Cultural Olympiad between 2010 and 2014 with about 35,000 people visiting concerts, art competitions, festivals and exhibitions.

· Over 25,000 volunteers were working at the Olympics and it is hoped that a culture of volunteering will be one of the legacies of the Games.

Environmental Protection

· There has been a reduction in water consumption, both overall and per person, and water quality has improved slightly.

· There are thirty-four sewerage treatment plants in the city and these are being improved and modernised as part of the redevelopment.

· The concentrations of pollutants, including carbon monoxide, sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxide, have increased although this is likely to be due to the increased construction work in the city.

· The Olympic buildings are being built to strict environmental standards and include paying attention to the impact on agricultural land and animal habitats, trying to use pre-existing buildings and brownfield sites, developing public transport to reduce greenhouse gases and maximising open spaces. 

Read the summary and the full report (using the link provided) and write a conclusion which summarises the main points and makes a statement about how sustainable the Sochi Olympics have been.

Which change do you think has had the most positive effect and why? What do you think the world has learned from the Sochi Winter Olympics? Justify and explain your answers. 

You can access the full report at:

http://sochi2014.blob.core.windows.net/storage/games/strategy/OGI Digest_Eng_fin.pdf
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