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Arabic Readers

Collins

LEVEL CHART s BIGCAT

See pages 4-9 for details of titles on each level!

Level Level Description

Level 1 books introduce children to the letters of the Arabic alphabet using bright and engaging illustrations.

Level 2 books introduce simple words for children to read based on key syllables with long vowels.

Level 3 books introduce the concept of the ‘story’, and include simple phonic sounds and very high-frequency words with
simple spellings.

Level Description

Level 4 books are for children who are ready to start to read stories with simple single words or non-verbal sentences with 2
or 3 short words, and with total support through illustrations and extensive use of repetition. Double spacing is used between
words to ensure children see where each new word in a sentence begins and ends, with the focus on reading core words.

Level 5 books are for children who are ready to read stories with more challenging word patterns or non-verbal sentences
with 2 or 3 words, and with total support through illustrations and extensive use of repetition. Double spacing is used between
words to ensure children see where each new word in a sentence begins and ends to ensure the focus remains on reading

core words.
Level 6 books provide an advance on level 5. Sentences are still highly repetitive but slightly longer, with simple story

development supported by illustrations. Double spacing is used between words to ensure children see where each new word
in a sentence begins and ends. Although the focus at level 6 remains on reading the core words, the concept of reading
hamzat al-wasl and sun letters correctly is introduced in non-verbal sentences of up to 4-5 words.

Level 7 books include story lines with more episodes in time sequence, and may include imaginary happenings in the context
of familiar experiences. There is still repetition but more variation in pattern and more new words are introduced than in lower
levels. Non-fiction titles bring in simple non-fiction tools, such as diagrams, labels and captions. Additional vowel marks that
encourage the flow of pronunciation are introduced at this level. Verbal sentences of up to 8-10 words with repeating and
accessible actions appear at this level. Double spacing is used between words to ensure children see where each new word

in a sentence begins and ends.
Level 8 books are becoming more complex, although still strongly patterned but to a lesser extent than level 7. Although

the focus remains on vowelling to aid the flow of reading with verbal sentences of up to 8-10 words, level 8 books have
more events and episodes, fewer repeated patterns, and more complex vocabulary. Non-fiction titles use non-fiction tools —
including signs, labels, captions and diagrams — where necessary. Double spacing is used between words to ensure children

see where each new word in a sentence begins and ends.
Level 9 books are similar in complexity to level 8, with strong patterns and similar events and episodes. Non-fiction titles use

non-fiction tools — including signs, labels, captions and diagrams — where necessary. Single-word spacing is used from level
9 upwards. In addition, very high-frequency words appear consistently without vowel markings. These features will help the
students get used to the traditional norms of printed Arabic.

Level 10 books include characters that express emotions and stories with more events. Non-fiction titles introduce terms
10 | that might be new to many children. Level 10 books continue to use single spacing and more high-frequency words appear
without vowel markings to help the students get used to the traditional norms of printed Arabic.

Level 11 books provide more literary language, more complex sentence structures and less support from illustrations.
Characters are more varied, with action sustained over several pages. Non-fiction titles include glossaries where necessary.
Sentences are still short for better understanding. However, grammatical vowel endings are more evident to encourage fluent
reading and to provide familiarity with some higher-level features of written Arabic.

Level 12 books feature greater use of literary language and more unusual and challenging vocabulary. Play scripts also
feature from Level 12. Non-fiction titles contain longer, more formal sentences and a wide range of unfamiliar terms.
Sentences become longer with greater use of conjunctions and relative clauses. Grammatical vowel endings are more

evident to encourage fluent reading and to provide familiarity with some higher-level features of written Arabic.
Level 13 books feature longer and more complex sentence structures. Sentences make use of a wide range of stylistic

features which reflect progression in the teaching of Arabic grammar. Stories may also contain more literary, metaphorical
language, including similes and other figurative language to help the reader create mental images, plus exaggeration for
dramatic or humorous effect. Non-fiction titles contain longer, more formal sentences and a broader range of unfamiliar terms.
Level 14 books build on level 13 by offering stories with more complex plots and with a greater number of chapters to
encourage the development of reading stamina. Non-fiction texts use complex vocabulary and deal with challenging global
themes. The style of language further reflects progression in the teaching of Arabic grammar, while still using largely familiar
vocabulary and simplified concepts.

Level 15 books provide more complex plots and longer chapters to help develop reading stamina and to help develop
sustained engagement with texts. Level 15 books use a wide range of language structures to reflect progression in the
teaching of Arabic grammar. Paragraphs and other text devices become more evident in these longer books.

Level 16 books offer more complex, underlying themes that give opportunities for children to understand causes and points of
view. A wide range of language structures is used to reflect progression in the teaching of Arabic grammar, while still retaining
the core aim of encouraging a love of reading through Arabic stories and texts.
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