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Assess and progress: extensive practice questions for every topic including bot
short answer and extended writing provide plenty of opportunities to assess

The 4th edition of this course has been written by a team of expert authors for
the 2015 specification, updating tried and trusted content and introducing new
features to ensure students are supported from the start through to their exams.

progress and apply learning across the course to build confidence.

Engage students with the latest research and cont
date case studies provide in-depth exploration of new and classic research

studies, while practical research tasks help
personal research skills.

Comprehensive Student Support

* Help build knowledge and understanding of essential theories and
perspectives with up-to-date explanations and key concepts defined on

the page.

Build critical analysis skills alongside knowledge with up-to-date case studies
accompanied by questions focused on interpretation, analysis and evaluation.

new and classic research studies

Support the development of strong research skills with questions and practical

udents acquire and develop

Help students engage with the latest research with in-depth explorations of

tasks that actively involve students in the research process

Help students prepare for final exams with questions integrated into eve
chapter to check knowledge, test skills and consolidate learning.
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TOPIC 1 EDUCATION

. .

B

Understand the concept boxes

Prompt questions
integrated into R
the explanation

me echnic minority  that minority ethnic groups may be either deprived or

encoura g e stu d ents i advantaged educationally as a result of distinctive features

y ethnic minority  of the culture of their ehnic group. However, all these

BlckAfican  Pakistani  White Brish Whiteother

Black
Caribbean

ed by ethnic group.

Ln i typical for their  views should be treated with some caution. It shouldn't
to evaluate and L cmigrants be msosmed that ol memibers of on b ot share
wardly mobile or exactly the same culture and there may be differences
r.ef I ) Ct on Wh a.t @ with their skills, between males and females in each group. Nevertheless,
discrimination, or there may be some broad cultural differences that have
' . sh culture. As a some impact
they're learning OB AE s oors sdcatoncod b ne
L ckoround and
their children in
education, Other factors might explain the relative
underachievement of African Caribbean pupils, including
processes in the education system itself, and these will
be examined in later sections.

important factor. British Chinese pupls and students are
more successful than any other ethnic group in the British
education system, and there is some evidence that this
could be due, at least partly, to support that they get from
their families. Research by Archer and Francis (2007) found
that the parents of Chinese pupils placed an exceptionally
high value on education.

Research conducted by Themina Basit (2013) found that
cuttural factors had an impact on educational achievement
in British Asian communities (of both Pakistani and Indian
origin and Muslim and Hindu faiths). Basit studied three
generations: grandparents, parents and children. She

. collected data on attitudes to education among British
Asians in the West Midlands. She used focus groups for
her research with the children (who were aged 15-16) and
in-depth interviews with the older generations. Al the

Would you agree that coming from a low-income
family disadvantages children from all ethnic groups,
but some more than others? What evidence is there to
support or contradiict this claim?

CULTURAL FACTORS, ETHNICITY AND

k 3 ACHIEVEMENT participants placed a high value on education and saw
% free state education as a blessing’ because it generally
- 4 \ Anumber of cultural factors, it has been suggested, offered more opportunities than were available in their
% % 4 ; are important in explaining the relationship between countries of origin. They therefore tended to put in
o ; ethnicity and educational achievement. Its suggested considerable effort and resources in helping their children.
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CLASS AND EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

build knowledge by explaining
important sociological vocabulary
and concepts

Understanding the relative success of some minority ethnic
Basit comments that ‘It was strikingly clear that groups in education. However, some research suggests
education was viewed as capital that would transforg that all ethnic minority groups are enthusiastic about
the lives of the younger generation. This educatiog education compared to the White British ethnic majority.
capital was believed to be the most significant agfet a Research by Connor et al. (2004) found that among year
young person could acquire and the families prftided 13 students positive attitudes to education were strongest
a range of support mechanisms to enable the ffoung among Black African students planning to go on to higher
people to realise this aspiration’ (p. 719). Whilt all the education.

grandparents were from working-class backdfounds,
some of the parents had gained middle-clafs jobs (albeit
usually modestly paid ones) via educationafsuccess,
and they wanted, and expected, their childfen to be
at least as successful. Although the parenll could not
afford to move to expensive areas to gainfhccess to
the best schools, they did try to help theifkhildren

Even the relatively poor parents had managed to provide
space to study, desks, computer and internet access for
their children, and most of the children had their own
rooms. Parents expected their children to work hard and,
being often well qualified themselves, actively helped
their children with their studies.

UNDERSTAND THE CONCEPT

Focus groups — Focus groups are a type of group
interview in which a carefully selected group of
people are asked to discuss particular issues. They
allow a more in-depth exploration of group attitudes
than individual interviews and they reflect the way in
which interaction with others affects opinions in actual
social life. Despite the apparently strong encouragement from
families, African Caribbean pupils and students have
tended to do less well in education than pupils and
students of Indian origin. According to a DE report
(Wanless Report, 2007) Black p: v}

BUILD CONNECTIONS
» are significantly more likely to

Changes in family life will clearly have an impact excluded from school than oth Build con nections : |

> are much less likely than the a
gifted and talented

Some Mgjologists have attributed

on the relationship between family and education. 3 are 1.5 times as likely as White|
The increased diversity of families (see Chapter 4.5) identified with behaviour-relatd b 1 d 1
e b s s oo o Whto e ‘ oxes integrated into
For example, there may have been some increase
in divorce and lone parenthood among British
: : tly to Mgl factors outside s
achievement. There is family diversity within, as well partly h m 3
as between, ethnic groups, and this lustrates the (2007) argues thalWeggre rolated core themes %
proportion of Black African popT \

families, but there is also some evidence that diversi 3 are disproportionately put in bj th t t d |
Asian families and this could affect the relationship
danger of making generalisations about culture and

families (see Chapter 1.5 for detali URamg s

is increasing within minority ethnic groups as well. this does not reflect ability
between family e, culture, ethnicity and educational p
education. S

research with 1116 year old pupils in a London school,
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FOCUS ON RESEARCH: CHAVS, CHARVERS AND TOWNIES

imposed on them by others from non-working-class
backgrounds, and the middle-class students were
keen to emphasise that they did not belong to these
three groups. Indeed they looked down on what they
saw as their immoral, anti-social behaviour and their
poor taste. They saw them arrogant, flashy, loud,
uninterested in learning and lacking in self-control.
While the middle-class students saw themselves as
investing in their educational future, they saw the
working-class pupils who were chavs, charvers or
townies as lacking in desire to succeed and therefore
likely to fail.

Questions

1. Examine the subcultures (if there are any) in your
oown school or college. What are the similarities
and differences compared to the subcultures

Focus on researCh found in this research?
B boxes provide in-depth 2yl
£ exploration of new and

explain the similarities and differences you
discussed in answering question 1.

3. Identify the possible advantages and

» -
TOPIC 1 EDUCATION ”
FOCUS ON SKILLS: INSTITUTIONAL RACISM AND HISTORY TEACHING
our teacher workforce is crucial if British children are to
be well prepared to be global citizens and successfully
cempete on the world stage.

“We need to do some soul searching in our teacher
education provision and look at the insidious ways

institutional racism keeps potential black, minority
ethnic and refugee teachers from g
through their courses. | do think
in teacher education, which has sli
of Gove's reforms in education.’

Focus on skills boxes -
Wbl Use up-to-date case

was particularly concerned by the

Only three black people who want to be history
teachers were accepted for postgraduate

b IR e StUCies to develop

being heard in classrooms on Britd
Apoem from John Agard, “Chec}
aboutthe dominance of the histor
The figures are part of a wider picture in which just in classrooms resonates deeply wil
17.2% of black Afican applicants and 28.7% of black black community.

students’ skills in :
ikt i interpretation, analysis &
training institutions across al subjects, against 46.7% of L /#2 *81C 11Ee R e ko a ’
Mgt pecimisaiom  and evaluation

damning statistics that critics claim expose
“institutional racism’ in the British education system.

Mirza said there was significant ev

"2 C | a SSi C researc h stu d | es e i The revelation provoked claims of racism in the system,  minority teachers' in which more t \
. st:ady bcg:s teng teniens with one of Britain's first black professors calling for the  reported some sort of discrimination, Another survey'
¢ . . ce. B government to do some 'soul searching’ over the state found that black and Asian teachers were haff as likely
wW Ith q ue S‘tl ons to 4. Suggest an altemative research method for of the profession. tobe head teachers and deputy head teachers as
o . :\: ty;:loi research and explain why it might S A S e b white teachers. ot :
" d eve | (@) p Cri t| Ca | S k| | | S Amet, Graduate Teacher Training Registry (GTTR) published Source: Boffey, D. (2014) Institutional racism and history z ¢ i
X 5. On the basis of this research, explain the view last week, 30 black Cari* " S x
oF chary SR or that it is not just teachers who can give pupils people applied to read =3
of these groups were predominantly middle-class, 6. Applying this research, analyse how the labels ‘é’fs Ef;'"e 28 ‘;‘.’“; .
but those seen as chavs, charvers or townies were attached to some working class pupils might sl |
] bl Worklrigselass, oK of Hie WoNdngciass P el el Tl sk sk
= pupils gave themselves these labels — they were story te: x
1,937 wh lied-a
i Y applican;:r:rilz(hefe CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING i
Indiian, Pakistani and Bz 1. When were women first admitted to a 7. Using material from Carol Fuller’s study, explain
e Research by Mairtan Mac an Ghaill (1994) examined 3 Inthe highest set, the predominant subculture was The ethniciy of 17 succ e e e
working-class students in a Midlands comprehensive. of the ‘academic achievers'. They were academic o s e
Because the school divided pupils into three sets, three. ‘successes’ idlled working cla Professor Heidi Mirza, v 2. Are males of females more likely to achieve First s msp 9 P
A distinct male, working-class peer groups developed rather or Upper Second class degrees? S BPOES
; than twor . ; 8. Explain how changes in the use of coursework
i + malonetet i sbofrs sttt Check your understanding it e i o ecsioniohap o o
‘acho adk Thy ware scadric ees o became . S changing pattrs o achivement
hostile to the school, showed litle interest in school q uestions at t h e en d Of eve ry e e 9. Identify one subject that is predorninantly
work, and were usually from less skilled working-class socialisation might prepare girls better for studied by girls and explain two sociological
backgrounds. . | | d 5 > reasons why it might be more attractive to girls
X topic allow students to assess S oo
5. Identify and explain two ways in which peer . i
2 o " 10. Give three arguments against and three
|
their progress throughout o mighthnder o scestonaproges % 200 ST
¥ A . . £k no longer significantly gendered. X
th e course an d rovi d e |d ea | 6.1 Explainwhat js meant by individuaisation and
1 % Py 3 p suggest one way in which it might explain the -
& : . - v reVi s | on o p pO rtun | tl es increasing success of girls in education. &
TAKE IT FURTHER
it 1 ) . Find 3 boy in your school or college who takes a the subject put them off at all. Compare your findings it
2 : v T k f h d subject usually regarded as ‘feminine’ and a girl who  with other class members and discuss whether subject 2
ake It further and researc takes what is usually seen as a ‘masculine’ subject.  choice has become less gendered over time. You may
) . o ey Ask them why they take the subject, how difficult they ~ wish to use semi-structured interviews for this research.
: : 7 design activities challenge R R e e e :
- NI % | . v
e . . students to build thei:
e y for P
oA 4 \ . . " e
: R = sociological research skiiz
P ey o t 5 A o g
: S, ‘ & through active involvement in
e P
¢ oo :
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