	2.4 (1)
	
	What is the weather like where you are today?


	Assessment objectives

· Candidates should be able to define the differences between the terms ‘weather’ and ‘climate’.

· Candidates should be able to describe the distribution of the world’s main climate zones.

· Candidates should be aware of the impact of weather on their own lives.
	
	0460 syllabus

2.4 Weather
· Use and interpret graphs and other diagrams showing weather and climate data
Topic links: see Topic 2.5 pp. 98–103 for more practice in describing distribution on a map; see Topic 4.3 pp. 208–17 for information on describing map distributions and on the construction of climate graphs.


	Differentiated learning outcomes
· All students must know the basic differences between ‘weather’ and ‘climate’ and be able to identify world climates using the global distribution map (Grade E/D).

· Most students should know the differences between ‘weather’ and ‘climate’ and be able to describe the pattern of climate types around the world (Grade C/B).

· Some students could state clearly the differences between ‘weather’ and ‘climate’, and describe the distribution of the Earth’s major climate regions with or without a world map to help them (Grade A/A*).
	
	Resources

Student Book: pp. 90–1
Worksheet: 
2.22 What decisions are influenced by the weather?
Photographs: 
2.18 Wind
2.19 The effects of drought
2.20 Torrential rain
2.21 Snowscape
Further reading and weblinks: www.weatherspark.com


	Key concepts
	· Weather is something that affects our daily lives and livelihoods.

· Climate varies hugely across the world.


Starter suggestions

The weather is something we all experience, observe and can record daily. Ask students how the weather affects their lives and what decisions they have to make from day to day. Depending on where you live, answers will vary. Question 1 in the Now investigate section on p. 90 gives some useful questions to direct this discussion.

If you are in a temperate zone of the world with variable weather patterns there will be more impact on students’ lives than if you are in a location where weather changes little from day to day. As well as discussing your own local situation, choose a very different region of the world for comparison, e.g. a monsoon region if you live in a temperate one, or the other way round.

Worksheet 2.22 allows students to put themselves in the place of other people who need to make decisions based on the weather. It could be completed at this point in the lesson, or set as homework.

Notice the extremes of weather listed in the Fantastic fact.

Main lesson activities

1
Define the terms ‘weather’ and ‘climate’. The text in the Student Book tells you a little about both weather and climate but you will need to explore this in more detail with students. It would be useful for them to know that climate data is collected over a period of a minimum of 30 years in order to be considered as giving a reliable picture of expected weather over the whole year.

2
Use photos A on p. 90 (photos 2.18 to 2.21 from the downloadable resources). Students should answer the first part of Now investigate question 2; if this is done in small groups, the discussion and exchange of ideas should produce good answers. Come together as a class and use the groups’ ideas as a basis for discussion in preparation for each student writing an individual answer for Now investigate questions 3 and 4.

3
Use map B on p. 91, showing the distribution of the world’s main climates and some climate graphs. You may need to explain how to interpret (or understand) a climate graph for students to be able to answer this set of questions (see Topics 4.2 pp. 204–5 and 4.3 pp. 216–7), but, if they have already had experience of these, you could quickly revise them. Ask the class how they would go about writing a description of a distribution on a world map, and make sure each student understands how to approach this. Question 1 in the Now investigate questions on p. 91 has a useful hint here. Students are then in a position to answer questions 1 and 2.

4
The research idea in Further research on p. 91 would make a useful homework. If students enter ‘extreme weather’ into Google or another search engine, they will find the most up-to-date weather events.

	
	Give extra support by looking back at any previous work done by students on map distribution description and climate graph construction or interpretation.

Give extra challenge by giving the more able students some rather less obvious climate graphs to interpret.


Plenary suggestions

Reinforce the definitions of weather and climate and the importance of the differences between them.

	Skills notes
	Students have practice in describing map distributions, interpreting climate graphs and in photo interpretation.


	Assessment suggestions
	Questions 1 and 2 in the Now investigate questions on p. 91 test the most difficult aspects of the material dealt with in this lesson and therefore make a valuable assessment.
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